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IN SUPPORT OF MOTION
FOR STAY OR
ALTERNATIVELY FOR
EXPEDITED REVIEW



KENNETH W. MASTERS declares and states under
penalty of perjury of the laws of the State of Washington:

1. This affidavit supports Appellant City of Tacoma’s
Motion for Stay or Alternatively for Expedited Review. | am
a counsel on this appeal, of legal age, and competent to
testify to the matters stated in this declaration.

2.  The City has substantially expedited perfection
of the record in this matter, as follows:

9/26/25 Notice of Appeal PCSC
10/2/25 Designation of Clerk’s Papers PCSC
10/2/25 Statement of Arrangements COA, Div. I

10/2/25 VRP Filed COA, Div. Il
RP 501-561: 8/26/25 Hearing

10/3/25 VRP Filed COA, Div. Il
RP 1-41: 8/19/25 Hearing

10/3/25 Clerk’s Papers transmitted to COA, Div. Il
COA (CP 1-551)

10/3/25 Trial court’s Order Denying PCSC
Reconsideration



10/3/25 Record Ready, COA docket COA, Div. Il
10/6/25 Amended Notice of Appeal PCSC

10/7/25 Supplemental Designation of PCSC
Clerk’s Papers (CP 552- )

3.  While the City does not believe that any true
‘emergency” exists here, fairness to opposing counsel and
their clients suggests that this Court may need to rule on
whether it will grant an “expedited” appeal schedule sooner
rather than later. Specifically, the City is seeking the

following schedule for decision of this appeal:

10/20/25 Brief of Appellant
11/19/25 Brief of Respondent
12/4/25 Reply Brief

12/8/25 to 12/10/25 Oral Argument, if any
12/15/25 Order issued

Since the City is asking that no extensions be granted to
either party, the Respondents may need to know relatively

soon whether this schedule will obtain.



4. Respondents will not be prejudiced by this
scheduling request. The City has filed its opening brief just
24 days after it filed its original Notice of Appeal, and only
14 days after it filed the Amended Notice of Appeal.
Respondents will be given their “normal” 30 days to
respond, but with no extensions permitted. The City will
reply in just 15 days. This schedule is fair and necessary
to preserve the fruits of the City’s appeal, unless this Court
is inclined to stay the trial court’s order immediately.

But this Court might wish to have more time to decide
whether to stay that order, which is not an “emergency” (so
long as this Court rules on the stay prior to the deadline for
submitting Initiative 2 to the people, December 19, 2025).
The City is asking for an order by December 15, which
could be on the merits or simply to grant the stay. While
time is a bit short, the stay does not seem to present the

type of emergency envisioned in RAP 17.4(b).



5.  The City has notified opposing counsel of this
motion via email at 9:30 a.m. today, October 20, 2025.
including attaching both the motion and this affidavit.
Because this motion does not really present an
emergency, that notice should be sufficient.

The wundersigned hereby certifies under RAP
18.17(2)(b) that this document contains 467 words.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 20" day of
October 2025.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| certify that | caused the filing and service of the

foregoing RAP 17.4(b) AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF

MOTION FOR STAY OR ALTERNATIVELY FOR

EXPEDITED REVIEW on the 20" day of October 2025 as

follows:

Co-counsel for Appellant City of Tacoma

Christopher D. Bacha
Debra E. Casparian
Steve |. Victor

747 Market St, Room 1120
Tacoma, WA 98402

(253) 591-5885
cbacha@tacoma.org
dcasparian@tacoma.org
svictor@tacoma.org
gcastro@cityof tacom.org
ybrown@cityoftacoma.org
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Counsel for Respondents

Knoll Lowney ____U.s. Mall
Katelyn Kinn _X_ E-Service
Smith & Lowney, PLLC ____ Facsimile

2317 E. John St.

Seattle, WA 98122
knoll@smithandlowney.com
katelyn@smithandlowney.com
katelyn@pugetsoundkeeper.org

Counsel for Defendants Pierce County and Linda
Farmer

Tyler Kennedy ____U.S. Mall
Miles Felton Russell _X_ E-Service
Pierce County Prosecutor’s Office ____ Facsimile

930 Tacoma Ave S, Rm 109
Tacoma, WA 98402
tyler.kennedy@piercecountywa.gov
miles.russell@piercecountywa.gov
pcpatvetf@piercecountywa.gov
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Appellate Court Case Number: 62278-5

Appellate Court Case Title:

Tacoma, Appellant

Superior Court Case Number:  25-2-10781-2
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