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Commission Members in Attendance: 
Heide Fernandez-Llamazares, Chair 
Jes Takla, Vice Chair 
Jasmine Brown  
Katie Dean 
Hannah-Clarke Gilmore 
Sarah Jane Hoppe 
Michael Kula 
Vernon Ng 
Derek Nunn 
Ean Olsen 
Jeanette Sanchez 
Kenya Shakoor  
 
Commission Members Excused Absence: 
Connie Behe  
Erica Chang  

City Staff Present: 
Daniel Garcia 
Marissa Laubscher 
Rebecca Solverson 
Naomi Strom-Avila 
 
Guest Presenters: 
Mari Griffin 
 

 
 

1. Call to Order          5:06 pm (00:09)  
Chair Fernandez-Llamazares called the meeting to order.  
 
ʔuk’ʷədiitəb ʔuhigʷətəb čəɫ txʷəl tiiɫ ʔa čəɫ ʔal tə swatxʷixʷtxʷəd ʔə tiiɫ puyaləpabš dxʷəsɫaɫlils gʷəl 
ʔutxʷəlšucidəbs həlgʷəʔ. 
 
“We gratefully acknowledge that we rest on the traditional lands of the Puyallup People where they make their 
home and speak the Lushootseed language.” 
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Summary Minutes 

Tacoma Arts Commission 
Arts & Cultural Vitality Division 
Community & Economic Development Dept. 

Date: October 13, 2025 
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These minutes accompany the recorded meeting of 
the Tacoma Arts Commission, which is available at 
www.tacoma.gov/tacomaartscommission  
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2. Consent Agenda           (00:57)  
Commissioners Behe and Chang had an excused absence.  
 
Vice Chair Takla asked for a motion to approve the consent agenda, which included the agenda for the October 
13 meeting as well as the minutes from the September 8 meeting. 
 
There was a motion: “I motion to approve.” 
Motion: Commissioner Nunn 
Seconded: Commissioner Olsen 
Carried 
 

3. Public Comment on Agenda or Arts & Culture Items       (02:05) 
An attendee shared about the AMOCAT Arts Awards, Tacoma Studio Tours, and Kaleidoscope - the Tacoma Arts 
Month opening celebration at the Tacoma Public Library. 
 

4. Presentations           
a. 2025-2027 Tacoma Poet Laureate       (03:27) 

Staff introduced Mari Griffin, the 2025-27 Tacoma Poet Laureate. Mari shared her vision for her role as 
poet laureate including a focus on holding space for people who have not traditionally had a voice or a 
chance to express themselves. She is planning to host workshops focused on healing in poetry and will 
be presenting an affirmation and creative writing workshop on October 18.   
 
There was a discussion with Commissioners. 

5. Action Items           
a. Tacoma Dome Artist Selection        (23:35) 

Staff shared an overview of the Tacoma Dome public art project, which is meant to honor and amplify 
the cultural presence, stories, and language of the Puyallup Tribe. The artwork will activate the lower 
Northwest Plaza of the Dome and/or the surrounding perimeter. The Puyallup Tribe’s Heritage division 
has been actively involved in the project and will contribute Lushootseed language to the project. They 
also made the artist selection for the project; the artist selected is Anthony Duenas. Staff shared 
samples of Anthony’s past work.  
   
Commissioners asked questions and provided comments. 
 
There was a motion: “I would move that we approve the selection of Anthony Duenas for the Tacoma 
Dome public art project.” 
Motion: Commissioner Sanchez 
Seconded: Commissioner Nunn 
Motion: Carried 
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6. Discussion/Updates           

a. Tacoma Arts Month Updates and Feedback       (38:30) 
Staff thanked Commissioners for their support with committees, panels, and volunteering to help at 
Tacoma Arts Month events.  
 
Commissioners provided feedback and reflection about the AMOCAT Arts Awards, Proclamation, 
Kaleidoscope, and the Tacoma Studio Tour. Staff shared about the upcoming Arts at the Armory on 
November 15 & 16 and asked Commissioners to volunteer to help with the event. 
 

b. JEDIS Subcommittee         (01:12:33) 
Vice Chair Takla provided an overview of the recent work of the JEDIS Subcommittee including review of 
language in the Commission’s funding applications and a discussion of what can be done if fundees are 
doing work related to their funding contract that isn’t in alignment with the Commission’s JEDIS values. 
Some options include engaging in dialogue to work toward repair, presenting to the Commission, or 
potentially revoking funding. Staff and subcommittee will continue to explore options and see what is 
legally allowable.  
 
Upcoming subcommittee meetings will focus on developing a JEDIS framework for the Commission.  
 

c. Commission Executive Committee Nominations      (01:17:40) 
Staff shared that the Commission will be nominating and then voting in December on who will serve as 
the Chair and Vice Chair of the Commission in 2026. Chair Fernandez-Llamazares and Vice Chair Takla 
provided an overview of the Chair and Vice Chair positions; both are open to continuing to serve on the 
Executive Committee. 
 
Commissioner Brown, Hoppe, and Nunn were nominated. Commissioners were invited to submit 
additional nominations to staff by October 21. Staff will check with all nominees to determine if they 
want to be considered for the positions.  

 
7. Staff Check-In            (01:25:00) 

a. Staff Projects Overview and Updates – Funding, Community Programming, Public Art, Tacoma Creates  
Staff gave updates about the following items: 

• 27 applications received for the 7 open seats on the Commission 
• November Commission meeting is canceled 
• Tacoma Creates was reauthorized by City Council on October 7 
• Chair Fernandez-Llamazares presented about the Tacoma Arts Commission to the Economic 

Development Committee of Council on September 30 
• Mid-biennium budget modification and proposed cuts 
• Reminder of allowable First Amendment activities during election season 
• Revisiting the Arts Commission’s 4 priorities (Tacoma Creates reauthorization, maintaining arts 

funding, spaces for artists and organizations, and TPU’s 1% for Art program) 
• 2026 Community Arts Projects applications due October 27 
• TAIP funding cohort 
• Artist selections pending for Sheridan Ave. & Wapato Park and PARC projects 
• Designs are underway for J Street and McKinley benches 
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• New public artwork available to see includes Teruko Nimura’s piece at Solid Waste and Paige 
Pettibon’s work at the Brown’s Point Playfield 

• Upcoming installations for McKinley Banners and mural revisions at Center & Yakima 
 

8. Report Back           (01:44:02) 
a. Advocacy Reports  

There were no items. 
b. Funded Project Updates/Upcoming Arts Events/Arts Events Attended      

Commissioners shared about events they are aware of or have attended or been involved with 
including: 

• Festival on New Voices at Tacoma Musical Playhouse, including a piece directed by 
Commissioner Sanchez 

• Tacoma Halloween parade in Proctor District 
• Hallow-Ean Horror Hour screening at the Grand Cinema 
• Upcoming projects funded through Community Arts Projects and Tacoma Artists Initiative 

Program 
 

c. Future Agenda Items for Consideration          
There were no items. 
 

9. Adjourn          6:59 pm (01:52:22) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MEETING FREQUENCY 
Meetings are held on the second Monday of every month at 5:00 pm. All meetings of the Tacoma Arts Commission are 
open to the public. 
 
 

To request this information in an alternative format or to request a reasonable accommodation, please 
contact Tacoma Arts Commission staff at (253) 591-5191. TTY or speech to speech users please dial (253) 
581-5820 to connect with Washington Relay Services. 
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