Tacoma Arts Commission
747 Market Street, Room 248
Tacoma, WA 98402

Tacoma City Council
747 Market Street, 1st Floor
Tacoma, WA 98402

03/26/2026
Dear Mayor Ibsen and City Council Members,

The Tacoma Arts Commission writes in support‘of the organizers and City Council efforts to
protect our undocumented citizens from the unjust kidnappings condueted by the U.S. Department
of Homeland Security (DSHS) and Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE).

Arts and culture have the power to change hearts, inspire sogcial'change and make our community
strong. But too many—including imfnigrants and refugeés— experience disparities in access to
the arts. To that point, we wish to express that the increased ICE presence in Tacoma and ongoing
allegations of abuse at the Northwest ProcessingiCenter have detrimental impacts on the creative
community and economy, and the overall mission‘of the Tacoma Arts Commission.

The Tacoma Arts Commission (TAC) and its staff play a‘vital,role in supporting Tacoma’s arts
and cultural programs. We encourage the development of the Tocal arts community through the
administration of funding programs for artists and arts-focused community projects, managing the
City’s publicratticollection, andproducing,a varicty of public programs including Tacoma Arts
Month and the Tacoma Poet Laureate program.

We are committed to the equitable distribution of and access to the arts. This means ensuring that
opportunities to, encounter and participatein the arts exist throughout all our neighborhoods. In
addition, we believe that every €itizen should have access to and feel welcomed within arts and
cultural institutions, public spaces, and non-traditional arts venues throughout Tacoma. This
initiative is meant to extend efforts to reach new audiences and actively encourage participation;
to engage our youngest residents, teens, and seniors; and reduce barriers to authentic arts
experiences created by and for our residents.

Increased ICE presence around schools and public gatherings reduces who attends and engages in
these spaces. As a result, events have less attendance overall and less diverse attendance that risks
not getting to fully embrace the intersectional lived experiences in our city. Programs also suffer
from less artists being able to facilitate, show, and sell their art which threatens their ability to pay
for basic necessities and puts further strain on housing and food crises in Tacoma. Mental health
and physical health can also worsen when people lose access to creative outlets or community
connection, have increased stressors, and lack of stable income.



Arts, culture, and creativity are essential keys to Tacoma’s unique and distinctive identity.
Creativity is also the engine of the new economy. The creative sector contributes directly and
indirectly to community prosperity through generating economic activity, providing employment,
making Tacoma attractive to today’s mobile knowledge workers, and contributing to Tacoma’s
quality of life.

We have seen The Commission on Immigrant and Refugee Affairs, Pierce County Immigration
Alliance (PICA), La Resistincia, and residents across Tacoma call for proactive and immediate
action to protect undocumented citizens. We are encouraged by, the City Council’s ordinance to
prohibit involuntary detention centers in Tacoma and hope tofuplift our goal to prevent art deserts
devoid of well-designed spaces, public art, and the ability to access art and art services within
Tacoma jurisdiction. As the Tacoma Armory is set tofclose this,summer, there are a number of
creatives that will lose access to education, event, vending, and otherart opportunities. These types
of spaces are critical to Tacoma’s art community and economy becauseithey enhance community
identity, activate underutilized storefronts, and offer more opportunity for meaningful community
engagement. And, as the city considers transit otiented dewvelopment and other placemaking
strategies, we see an opportunity to uplift industries thatisupport Tacoma’s growthias a welcoming
city rather than a home to involuntary detention centers:

Tacoma embraces arts and culture as a powerfulitool to strengthen connections and build more
resilient communities. The.militarized forces targeting,people in Tacoma disrupt the ability to
authentically create and maintainithese connectionsdAs a commission, we practice the futures we
imagine by updating pedagogies, policies, and practices whenh they threaten the safety and
wellbeing of our arts community. We encourage the City Council to continue review and action of
all efforts to_protect undocumented residents and all persons targeted by ICE in Tacoma. We
welcomedall Tacoma residents to be radically imaginative and critically creative with us, in pursuit
of tran§forming our present, into libratory futures.

Sincerely,

Tacoma Art Commission



