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Tacoma Arts Commission  
747 Market Street, Room 900 
Tacoma, WA 98402 
 
Tacoma City Council  
747 Market Street, 10th Floor  
Tacoma, WA 98402 
 
05/12/2026  
 
Dear Mayor Ibsen and City Council Members,  
 
The Tacoma Arts Commission writes in support of community and City Council efforts to protect 
our colleagues, friends, and neighbors from the unjust kidnappings conducted by the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security (DSHS) and Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE).  
Arts and culture have the power to change hearts, inspire social change and make our community 
strong. But too many—including immigrants and refugees— experience disparities in access to 
the arts. We have seen The Commission on Immigrant and Refugee Affairs, Pierce County 
Immigration Alliance (PICA), La Resistencia, and residents across Tacoma call for proactive and 
immediate action to protect residents. We are also encouraged by the City Council’s efforts to 
identify and take action to alleviate the detrimental impacts of ICE and the Northwest Detention 
Center (NWDC). We hope this letter conveys the impact that ICE has on Tacoma’s arts and 
cultural community and serves as support for the City Council and community efforts. 

Created in 1965, the Tacoma Arts Commission is one of the oldest arts commissions in 
Washington State. Our primary responsibility is to create policies to support the ongoing 
development of arts programs and projects in Tacoma. In 2025, our individual and organizational 
funding programs reached nearly 75,000 people.1 Annual community programming such as 
Tacoma Arts Month produced 150 events, including the Tacoma Studio Tour which engaged 106 
artist spaces and saw 3,000 attendees.2 Each year, we see how these programs and projects engage 
communities across our city and strive to do work that reflects many lived experiences.  

We are committed to the equitable distribution of and access to the arts. This means ensuring that 
opportunities to encounter and participate in the arts exist throughout all our neighborhoods. In 
addition, we believe that every resident should have access to and feel welcomed within arts and 
cultural institutions, public spaces, and non-traditional arts venues throughout Tacoma. This work 
is meant to extend efforts to reach new audiences and actively encourage participation; to engage 

 
1 Arts & Cultural Vitality Division 2025 Annual Report, pg. 14-5. 
2 Arts & Cultural Vitality Division 2025 Annual Report, pg. 21.  

https://cms.tacoma.gov/CEDD/TacomaCulture/arts/TA_TAC_25YearInReview_FullReport.pdf
https://cms.tacoma.gov/CEDD/TacomaCulture/arts/TA_TAC_25YearInReview_FullReport.pdf
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our youngest residents, teens, and seniors; and reduce barriers to authentic arts experiences created 
by and for our residents.  

Increased ICE presence around arts and cultural programming has reduced who attends and 
engages in these spaces. As a result, a number of organizations funded by the Arts & Cultural 
Vitality division have experienced organizational and programmatic impacts due to ICE-related 
concerns. We wish to bring awareness to these short and long term impacts and encourage City 
Council to take action.  

Some organizations have shared experiencing:   

● Lower attendance based on concern about engaging in public events;  
● Higher costs and/or logistical challenges because of needing to adjust staffing and/or 

venue to address safety and security concerns;  
● Shifting organizational priorities and approaches around communicating in multiple 

languages and other programming and budgeting choices;  
● In some cases, these impacts have led to a reduction in public programming. 

Similarly, some individual artists and cultural facilitators have shared that:  

● Residents who are undocumented don’t feel safe leaving home to sell their goods, 
access art materials, or engage with the arts & cultural community because of increased 
ICE abductions, 

● There is reduced opportunity for artists who are undocumented to safely sell their 
goods, which impacts their ability to pay for basic necessities such as food, housing, and 
transportation, and 

● Mental health and anxiety are worsening among artists who are undocumented, 
making it harder to create, vend, and be present with community.  

In conclusion, arts, culture, and creativity are essential keys to Tacoma’s unique and distinctive 
identity. In the short-term, these impacts may lead to decreases in attendance, disruptions in annual 
arts and cultural events, and overall reduced participation in Tacoma’s creative sector. But, 
creativity is also the engine of the new economy. The creative sector contributes directly and 
indirectly to community prosperity through generating economic activity, providing employment, 
making Tacoma attractive to today’s mobile knowledge workers, and contributing to Tacoma’s 
quality of life. Without artists and art viewers, we cannot achieve our mission to be a welcoming 
city in the long-term. As a commission, we practice the futures we imagine by updating 
pedagogies, policies, and practices when they threaten the safety and wellbeing of our arts 
community. We welcome all Tacoma residents to be radically imaginative and critically creative 
with us, in pursuit of transforming our present into liberatory futures. We encourage the City 
Council members to connect directly with impacted artists and organizations to learn more about 
these impacts and create solutions collaboratively. 
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The following asks encompass actions to address ICE and the NWDC’s impact on the arts and 
cultural community in the short and long term. We understand that some of these actions are 
general, but we see fervent energy amongst the Tacoma Arts Commission and creative community 
to protect the rich contributions that undocumented artists and art lovers bring to Tacoma.  

1. City Council should take more proactive action to learn about ICE and the NWDC’s 
impact on Tacoma’s residents. We were inspired to reach out because of the Commission 
on Immigrant and Refugee Affairs letter and draft resolution with the Pierce County 
Immigrant Alliance and partners earlier this year. We hoped to inform the City Council 
about the particular ways ICE and the NWDC impact Tacoma’s art and cultural community 
but also want to recognize the advocacy that community organizers, grassroots and non-
profit organizations have led for years. We ask that City Council act collaboratively with 
migrant and refugee organizers by identifying existing opportunities to engage with 
Council members on ICE and NWDC impact in Tacoma. We also ask that City Council 
consider engagement opportunities with city Commissions, Boards, and Committees that 
may offer more information on how ICE and the NWDC impact Tacoma. 
 

2. ICE should be restricted from City-sponsored arts and cultural based programs such 
as Arts at the Armory, Kaleidoscope, and Studio Tours. We are aware that the City 
Council may not have authority to effectively ban ICE from such activities, but this is still 
the protection that would contribute to equitable engagement in arts and cultural programs 
for creatives, organizers, and attendees. We ask that City Council collaborate with County 
officials and neighboring jurisdictions to continue identifying actions that can be taken, 
such as extension of the Pierce County Council’s ordinance3 to prohibit involuntary 
detention centers in Tacoma. We are also in support of actions such as Resolution No. 
419054 and Ordinance No. 291055 in furtherance of this action item. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

Tacoma Art Commission 

 
3 Pierce County Council approves moratorium on confinement centers. 
4 Resolution No. 41905. 
5 Ordinance No. 29105. 

https://www.piercecountywa.gov/m/newsflash/home/detail/7138
https://cityoftacoma.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=0a8689de-d7a0-4977-982e-9ff8474b7e08.pdf
https://cityoftacoma.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=6fe57f5e-e134-4101-96bb-5ee990166906.pdf

