Kenya Adams | J-Street Pavement Murals | Initial Design Concept

The J-Street Pavement Mural Project is part of a larger street improvement project to improve safety by
creating a bike corridor along a 2-mile-long stretch of J-Street in Tacoma's Hilltop Neighborhood
between N 3™ and S 27" streets. Kenya Adams was selected earlier this summer to design ground murals
for four new daylighting bulb-outs at the intersection of J Street and Earnest S Brazill Street.

Daylighting is a design strategy to enhance safety at intersections by improving visibility. Daylighting
helps remind drivers that it’s unsafe to park too close to intersections by adding paint and physical
deterrents. The goal for the mural designs is to add character, color, and a sense of place to this central
area of the Hilltop Business District. The murals will support enhanced safety and visibility along the
corridor, building on the construction project’s safety improvements.

Kenya Adams will design the murals. The City will manage the fabrication and installation of the murals
in consultation with the Kenya using preformed thermoplastic material.

Kenya Adams presented her initial concept design to her art selection panel on December 5. They
unanimously voted to approve that she continues developing the concept into a final design with the
following feedback:

o Text: Based on panel feedback, as well as the City traffic engineer’s feedback regarding safety,
she will be reworking the text layout to make it less identifiable as text to drivers, but still legible
to pedestrians. Potential methods suggested to consider include reducing scale to appear as an
abstract pattern, placing closer to the curb, breaking apart the stanzas into abstract flows of
words with curvatures that flow and weave throughout all 4 bulb-outs.

e Swan/Lotus Shape: Panel appreciate this shape and that she’s portraying something personal
that has happened to her and unfortunately a lot of people in the area. The significance and
connection of the swan and lotus to Hilltop is not obvious. We may consider including
interpretive or tribute text to Monique Swan within the mural or on the plaque.

e Geometry/ Pattern: the panel appreciated the geometry of these patterns and how the
curvature suggests a gateway and encourages the direction of movement we are hoping drivers
will take. The panel is excited to see how these evolve within the actual bulb-out shapes, and
how they will create cohesion when mirrored across the 4 bulb-outs.

e Color Palette: Panelists love the color palette and how it complements the Housing Authority
Buildings. They appreciate the contrast.

e Grades of scale: Panelists appreciate the layers of experience created by playing with the
different scales of patterning.

Kenya Adams will be presenting the designs during our meeting, after which we will request that
commissioner’s vote on the panel’s recommendation.

Artwork Locations: Bulb-outs measure either 8'x 20’ or 8’ x 30’
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Concept Mapping

Kenya thought about safety, migration, bike paths, the history and context of hilltop (including
displacement). She wanted to add life, presence, movement, and incorporate different shapes to create
dynamics within the murals. She also considered the history and traffic of people. She wanted to capture

the sense of a journey but also of hope and themes of transformation.
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Poem and Shape Development

The swan shape is a tribute to Kenya Adam’s friend, Monique Swan, an integral member of the Hilltop
community who died by gun violence. The swan transforms into a lotus flower, a symbol for
transformation and beauty.




Conceptual Design Renderings

The following two images are concepts for two separate design that would both be mirrored across from
each other in the intersection to fill the 4 bulb-outs. They will be drawn to scale and to match the shape
of the bulb-outs during the final design iteration.
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