
 

2026 Arts Commission Priorities 
 
Priority 1: Arts Funding and Community Programming Budget  
Continue current General Fund support for core programs (e.g. TAIP, Community Arts Projects, Tacoma Poet 
Laureate, Tacoma Arts Month). When the budget allows, we support inflation-linked updates to funding 
amounts.  

 
Why it matters: Funding has remained flat for over 20 years despite a 70% rise in living costs. It directly 
supports artists and small, community-based projects that do not qualify for Tacoma Creates. Arts & Economic 
Prosperity study revealed that 89% of our local attendees feel pride in their community because of cultural 
events, and 87% would deeply miss them if they ceased. 
 

Priority 2: Support pilot to activate City-owned spaces with creative uses 
Support a pilot project to activate unused/underused City-owned spaces for cultural purposes with public 
benefit, such as temporary artist studios and practice spaces for cultural organizations. This could be similar to 
the Artist in Residence model currently being tested with Tacoma Public Library but expanded to other 
appropriate City-owned spaces. 
  
Why it matters: Rising space costs hurt artists’ and organizations’ ability to create and pay fair wages. Tacoma 
has under-used public spaces that could serve cultural needs. This is a fiscally responsible and creative way to 
support artists and creatives, while utilizing existing publicly owned resources in a restricted budget 
environment. 
 
Priority 3: TPU Participation in 1% for Art  
Begin discussions with TPU to consider future inclusion in the City’s 1% for Art program. There is no direct ask 
at this moment, we would like to keep this on the table for consideration in future years. 
 
Why it matters: TPU projects currently do not contribute to public art. Including them would bring more 
opportunities for artists, community engagement, and equitable access to art. 
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