
City of Tacoma 

                                     Human Rights Commission          
 

 

 

November 10, 2025 

5:30 pm 

In Person and Virtual Meeting Minutes 

In Person Instructions for Public 

747 Market Street 

Conference Room #243  

Tacoma, WA 98402 

 

Virtual Meeting Instruction for the Public  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85915410975?pwd=O0FqFSqpJfcdaInyhaxZCQjcRxLT31.1 

Passcode: 166967 

available during the meeting.  

Present:  Chair Verda Washington, Lohitvenkatesh Oswal, Destinee Moliga, Kaira Gomez-Garcia, Rose Breckow, Joy 

Tevis, Angela Moore, Josh Gannis, Jasmine Ramsey, Diana Royalty 

Absent: C. Ivan Johnson, Lisa Hamlin, Mary Ann Lara 

 

Study Session (Meet & Greet) 

 

Welcome New & Continuing Commissioners  

• Chair Washington provided an introduction and greeting to all new commissioners. Shared gratitude for a larger 

team being dedicated to the important work of the commission. 

 

Land Acknowledgment   

The Commission acknowledges that the meeting is being conducted on Indigenous lands of the Puyallup People, who 

cared for their ancestral lands before the Medicine Creek Treaty of 1854 removed native peoples to clear way for 

colonial settlement. It is important to this Commission as settlers here, aspiring to care for immigrants and refugees 

in this place and to call it home, that we acknowledge and send gratitude to the Puyallup Tribe of Indians who 

continue to be leaders for justice in our community today. 

 

Roll Call, Introductions & Ice Breaker (Small Wins or Challenges) 

5:35 pm – 5:50 pm  

• Each commissioner introduced themselves and shared about a small win or challenge they have experienced. 

Interactive Strengths Activity & Discussion (Discover & Share) 

5:50 pm – 6:20 pm 

• Commission engaged in discussion around prompts from interactive strengths sheet and shared back about what 

they learned about other commissioners in completing this activity 

 

Break 

6:20 pm – 6:25 pm 

 

HRC Overview  

6:25 pm – 6:45 pm 

• Chair Washington gave some history about the commission and its purpose as well as the roles outlined below 

HRC Roles at a Glance 

• Chair 

• First Vice Chair 

• Second Vice Chair/Secretary 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85915410975?pwd=O0FqFSqpJfcdaInyhaxZCQjcRxLT31.1


 

HRC Meetings at a Glance 

• Frequency, structure, attendance, outcomes 

HRC Committees at a Glance  

• Racial Justice & Equity Committee 

• Policy, Advocacy and Accountability Committee 

• Education and Outreach Committee 

HRC Retreats at a Glance 

• Frequency, structure, attendance, outcomes 

 

Announcements & Upcoming Events 

6:45 pm – 7:00 pm 

December Meeting 

• CVS Chair Rumbaugh to attend. Question brought up about discussing encampment removals, requested to be an 

item considered for learning, prioritization on the workplan for now. 

Human Rights Commission Retreat 

• Will take place in January 2026, to be planned next meeting.  

Officer Elections 

• Will take place in February, with nominations in January 

CBC Orientation (Next Opportunity - Spring 2026) 

• FYI Shared about the next orientation. Question brought forth about responsibilities to complete a certificate for 

completion of OPMA training. Liaison to follow up. 

 

 

No Business Meeting Regular agenda items moved to December 

 

 

Next In Person and Virtual Meeting –December 8, 2025 

 

 

Why do we recognize the land? 

To recognize the land is an expression of gratitude and appreciation to those whose territory you reside on, and a way 

of honoring the Indigenous people who have been living and working on the land from time immemorial. It is 

important to understand the long-standing history that has brought you to reside on the land, and to seek to understand 

your place within that history. Land acknowledgements do not exist in a past tense, or historical context: colonialism is 

a current ongoing process, and we need to build our mindfulness of our present participation. It is also worth noting 

that acknowledging the land is Indigenous protocol.  

–http://www.lspirg.org/knowtheland 

 

 

The City of Tacoma does not discriminate on the basis of disability in any of its programs, activities, or 

services. To request this information in an alternative format or to request a reasonable accommodation, 

please contact the City Clerk’s Office at (253) 591-5505. TTY or speech to speech users please dial  

711 to connect to Washington Relay Services.  

 


