
City of Tacoma 

                                     Human Rights Commission          
 

 

 

December 8, 2025 

5:30 pm 

In Person and Virtual Meeting 

In Person Instructions for Public 

747 Market Street 

Conference Room #243  

Tacoma, WA 98402 

 

Virtual Meeting Instruction for the Public  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85915410975?pwd=O0FqFSqpJfcdaInyhaxZCQjcRxLT31.1 

Passcode: 166967 

available during the meeting.  

Members Present:  Chair Verda Washington, Lohitvenkatesh Oswal, Destinee Moliga, Kaira Gomez-Garcia, Joy Tevis 

(Minutes), Angela Moore, Josh Gannis, Jasmine Ramsey, Matthew Jorgensen (City of Tacoma Facilitator) 

Members Absent: C. Ivan Johnson, Lisa Hamlin, Mary Ann Lara, Rose Breckow, Diana Royalty, Josh Gannis 

 

Study Session  

 

Commission Affairs  

5:30 pm – 6:00 pm 

 

January Retreat Planning Human Rights Commission 

Chair Washington opened the study session by providing date options for our January retreat. The members 

present agreed to January 24th from 10am – 2:30pm Location and Menu TBD by City of Tacoma Facilitator.   

 

Further discussion regarding the three committees and available positions on each. Chair Washington confirmed 

that typically the committees meet prior to the commissions monthly meeting offsite on a date and location 

determined by the specific committee chair. Open discussion about the committees took place with the following 

Commissioners expressing interest in the following: 

• Commissioner Moliga is interested in Policy & Advocacy and Education & Outreach Committees 

• Commissioner Ramsey is also interested in Policy & Advocacy  

• It was confirmed that you can participate in more than one committee as long as a quorum isn’t met 

(over 6 members is a quorum) 

• Commissioner Lohitvenkatesh mentioned that he is a member of Policy & Advocacy Committee 

• Commissioner Hamlin (although absent) is chair of the Racial Justice & Equity Committee 

• Education & Outreach Committee chair will be selected at retreat 

• Commissioner Moore asked how many people are currently on the Policy & Advocacy Committee and 

Commissioner Lohitvenkatesh confirmed himself, plus the two new Commissioners mentioned above, 

plus one other.  

• Commissioners Moore, Ramsey, and Tevis also expressed interest in all three Committees, as available 

A few minutes were yielded for water break (5:55pm) 
 

Business Meeting 

 

I. Call to Order/Roll Call  Chair Washington 

6:00 pm Chair Washington called the meeting to order. Matthew Jorgensen conducted roll call.  

 

II. Statement of Purpose    

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85915410975?pwd=O0FqFSqpJfcdaInyhaxZCQjcRxLT31.1


 

6:03 pm –6:05 pm 

  

We convene this meeting to study and investigate problems of prejudice, bigotry, and discrimination and to 

encourage and coordinate the implementation of programs consistent with the needs and rights of all residents of 

the City of Tacoma. 

 

III. Land Acknowledgment, read by Commissioner Garcia  

6:06 pm – 6:07 pm 

 

The Commission acknowledges that the meeting is being conducted on Indigenous lands of the Puyallup 

People, who cared for their ancestral lands before the Medicine Creek Treaty of 1854 removed native 

peoples to clear way for colonial settlement. It is important to this Commission as settlers here, aspiring to 

care for immigrants and refugees in this place and to call it home, that we acknowledge and send gratitude 

to the Puyallup Tribe of Indians who continue to be leaders for justice in our community today. 

 

IV. Consent Agenda  Chair Washington 

6:08 pm – 6:12 pm   

a. Approval of December 8, 2025, Agenda   

• Commissioner Tevis motioned / Commissioner Garcia 2nd  

b. Approval of October 13, 2025, Meeting Minutes 

• Commissioner Lohitvenkatesh motioned / Commissioner Ramsey 2nd  

c. Approval of November 10, 2025, Meeting Minutes  

• Commissioner Moore motioned / Commissioner Garcia 2nd  

 

V. Public Comment  

6:12 pm – 6:15 pm 

All written public comment must be submitted in writing at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting. 

 

No public was present either in person or online. Commissioner Washington reminded the group to invite 

community members to attend if they have concerns or items to share. Matt shared the email for public comment 

HRCandCIRA@cityoftacoma.org  

 

VI. Strategic Direction Discussion CVS Chair Sarah Rumbaugh 

6:15 pm – 6:35 pm 

 

CVS Chair Sarah Rumbaugh was unable to join us in leading the Strategic Direction Discussion, so time was 

yielded to general discussion points. 

 

Commissioner Lohitvenkatesh requested that the City facilitator for our retreat provide a brief 

presentation about neighborhood councils. 

 

Chair Washington shared that the website has a lot of information available to discover updated 

housing codes recently updated: R1, R2, and R3. These updates list ADU (additional dwelling unit) 

approval and approved duplex designs which shorten wait time on permits. 

 

Commissioner Moliga asked if anyone was able to attend Councilmember Diaz’ event at the Tacoma 

Little Theater and unfortunately, no one made it. We are curious if it was recorded and available online. 

 

Chair Washington asked if anyone was aware of any upcoming councilmember events 

 

Commissioner Lohitvenkatesh asked if there was an update on a shared drive. Matt didn’t have an 

update to share.  

mailto:HRCandCIRA@cityoftacoma.org


 

Commissioner Lohitvenkatesh also inquired about anu updates on grant applications/availability for 

equity zones (equity index). Home Page - Tacoma Equity Map  This map provides demographic details 

based on an equity index ranging from very high to very low in the community indicators: Livability, 

Accessibility, Economy, Education, Environmental Health.  

 

Chair Washington shared that it is good to ride buses through Tacoma’s neighborhoods to see first 

hand community indicators including schools, parks, roads, sidewalks, accessibility… 

 

Chair Washington also shared that of the over 200,000 people living in Tacoma, a very small amount 

participated in the survey. It is very important to get the community more involved with neighborhood 

council meetings. She then identified a few of the districts Neighborhood Council Program | City of 

Tacoma: 

• Southend  

• Eastside 

• Central (Hilltop) 

• Northeast 

• North End 

VII. Items to Consider for Next Meeting & Announcements                                   Chair Washington 

6:35 pm  

Committee information and assignments 

Revised Code update (Community Vitality & Safety) 

Getting to know each other through icebreakers (please email any ideas to Daneille at Dattah@tacoma.gov  

 

VIII. Adjourn  - we finished business early and motioned to adjourn at 6:41 

Commissioner Moliga motioned / Commissioner Garcia 2nd  

 

 

Next In Person and Virtual Meeting –February 9, 2026 

 

 

Why do we recognize the land? 

To recognize the land is an expression of gratitude and appreciation to those whose territory you reside on, and a way 

of honoring the Indigenous people who have been living and working on the land from time immemorial. It is 

important to understand the long-standing history that has brought you to reside on the land, and to seek to understand 

your place within that history. Land acknowledgements do not exist in a past tense, or historical context: colonialism is 

a current ongoing process, and we need to build our mindfulness of our present participation. It is also worth noting 

that acknowledging the land is Indigenous protocol.  

–http://www.lspirg.org/knowtheland 

 

 

The City of Tacoma does not discriminate on the basis of disability in any of its programs, activities, or 

services. To request this information in an alternative format or to request a reasonable accommodation, 

please contact the City Clerk’s Office at (253) 591-5505. TTY or speech to speech users please dial  

711 to connect to Washington Relay Services.  

 

https://tacomaequitymap.caimaps.info/CAILive/?location=Tacoma&layer=Equity+Index&tab=demo&searchType=address&area=EquityCalcTacoma
https://tacoma.gov/government/departments/neighborhood-and-community-services/neighborhood-council-program/
https://tacoma.gov/government/departments/neighborhood-and-community-services/neighborhood-council-program/
mailto:Dattah@tacoma.gov

