
City of Tacoma 

                                     Human Rights Commission          
 

 

 

March 9, 2026 

5:30 pm 

In Person and Virtual Meeting Minutes 

available during the meeting.  

Present:  Chair Verda Washington, First Vice Chair Destinee Moliga, Second Vice Chair Rose Breckow, Josh Gannis, Kaira 
Gomez-Garcia, Dr. Marcus Antonio Gunn, C. Ivan Johnson, Angela Moore, Diana Royalty, Joy Tevis, Elliott Winter  
 

Absent: Mary Ann Lara, Lohitvenkatesh Oswal, Treveon Parish, Jasmine Ramsey 

 

Study Session  

 

Meet & Greet Human Rights Commissioners 

5:30 – 5:45pm 

• Introductions of new commission members 

• Shared similarities and differences 

• Priorities shared were community building & engagement how to involve the voices of the masses 

 

Commission Affairs  

5:45 pm – 6:00 pm 

 

Committee Updates  Updates from Committee Chairs 

• Racial Justice & Equity Committee 

o Waiting on additional members to establish work/priorities 

• Policy, Advocacy and Accountability Committee 

o Waiting for additional voices but updated workplan, asked about how to share documents – 
confirmed that finalized documents can go to hrcandcira@tacoma.gov 

• Education and Outreach Committee  
o Prioritizing youth involvement – discussed how youth can make a difference by civic 

engagement and political/civic involvement 

• All commissioners shared which district they reside or work in 

Business Meeting 

 

I. Call to Order/Roll Call  Chair Washington 

6:05 pm  

 

II. Human Rights Commission Mission & Vision   

6:08  

  

The Human Rights Commission’s mission is to partner with others to eliminate discrimination and prejudice 

through education, advocacy, and the promotion of equity, empowering residents to understand and protect their 

rights. Our vision is a Tacoma where all people feel valued, respected, and empowered to thrive, free from 

prejudice and discrimination.   

 

III. Land Acknowledgment   

6:08 pm 

 



 

The Commission acknowledges that the meeting is being conducted on Indigenous lands of the Puyallup 

People, who cared for their ancestral lands before the Medicine Creek Treaty of 1854 removed native 

peoples to clear way for colonial settlement. It is important to this Commission as settlers here, aspiring to 

care for immigrants and refugees in this place and to call it home, that we acknowledge and send gratitude 

to the Puyallup Tribe of Indians who continue to be leaders for justice in our community today. 

 

IV. Consent Agenda  Chair Washington 

6:09 pm – 6:10 pm   

a. Approval of March 9, 2026, Agenda   

• Approved 

b. Approval of February 9, 2026, Meeting Minutes 

• Approved 

V. Public Comment  

6:10 pm – 6:12 pm 

All written public comment must be submitted in writing at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting. 

• One person gave an introduction, shared that they had lived experience and would like to be involved in the HRC 

work 

 

VI. Workplan Updates Human Rights Commission 

6:12 pm – 642 pm 

Updates and assignments of workplan areas. 

• All three committees shared that they would like to add steps for youth involvement, community complaint 

process, cultural competency, aligning work with City goals and note how to table to increase community 

conversations 

 

VII. Committee Assignments Human Rights Commission 

6:42 pm 

Each commissioner to be assigned to a committee, ensuring that there are 7 or less members in each committee. 

• Commissioners selected committees, both new commissioners selected Policy Advocacy & Accountability and 

Racial Justice and Equity committee, some members with dual membership shifted to allow this change. 

• Discussion shifted to passions and alignment with community goals and quorum discussion 

 

VIII. Neighborhood Council Meeting Information Commissioner Diana Royalty 

6:51 pm 

• Brief overview provided. Will have a detail outline sent to all commissioners 

 

IX. Items to Consider for Next Meeting & Announcements                                   Chair Washington 

6:55 

• 211 & 311 how and when to use 

• Hope & HEAL Teams 

• Tacoma Needle Exchange 

• PCHC 

• Tacoma Health Department 

• Leadership in Neighborhood & Community Services (new director coming) 

• Question – how often to committees meet. Answer - Monthly 

 

X. Adjourn   

 



 

• Meeting Ended at 7:03pm 

 Next In Person and Virtual Meeting –April 13, 2026 

 

Why do we recognize the land? 

To recognize the land is an expression of gratitude and appreciation to those whose territory you reside on, and a way 

of honoring the Indigenous people who have been living and working on the land from time immemorial. It is 

important to understand the long-standing history that has brought you to reside on the land, and to seek to understand 

your place within that history. Land acknowledgements do not exist in a past tense, or historical context: colonialism is 

a current ongoing process, and we need to build our mindfulness of our present participation. It is also worth noting 

that acknowledging the land is Indigenous protocol.  

–http://www.lspirg.org/knowtheland 

 

 

The City of Tacoma does not discriminate on the basis of disability in any of its programs, activities, or 

services. To request this information in an alternative format or to request a reasonable accommodation, 

please contact the City Clerk’s Office at (253) 591-5505. TTY or speech to speech users please dial  

711 to connect to Washington Relay Services.  

 


