ﬁ City of Tacoma

CITY OF

Tacoma Human Rights Commission

April 13, 2026
5:30 pm
In Person and Virtual Meeting

Location

747 Market Street
Conference Room #243
Tacoma, WA 98402

Virtual Meeting Instruction for the Public
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85915410975?pwd=00FgFSqpJfcdalnyhaxZCQjcRxLT31.1
Passcode: 166967

Present: Chair Verda Washington, First Vice Chair Destinee Moliga, Josh Gannis, Kaira Gomez-Garcia, Dr. Marcus
Antonio Gunn, Lohitvenkatesh Oswal, Treveon Parish, Joy Tevis, Elliott Winter
Absent: Second Vice Chair Rose Breckow, C. lvan Johnson, Angela Moore, Jasmine Ramsey, Diana Royalty

Study Session

Commission Affairs
5:30 pm — 6:00 pm

Committee Updates Updates from Committee Chairs
o Racial Justice & Equity Committee

o Committee Chair position transitioned from CM Gannis to CM Dr. Gunn with approval from
the group.

o The Racial Justice & Equity Committee did not meet last month. During their next meeting,
they will discuss issues regarding immigration and the work towards conducting a wellness
check on people at the Northwest Detention Center.

o During the April 13" HRC meeting, conversations and considerations included:
e What are elected officials hearing on the state level about these issues? What
legal advice can be offered to Pierce elected officials?
e Contact with the Pierce County Prosecuting Attorney office
e Who owns the land the building is on? What rights do the landowners hold?
e What are our rights as Tacoma residents to the knowledge of the wellbeing of
our neighbors currently detained?

e Policy, Advocacy and Accountability Committee
o Attendance: CM Moore, CM Winter, Chair GG

o Chair Gomez-Garcia provided update-
o Committee has moved the following action items to ‘Active Status’.
e Create guide for commissioners to understand Robert's Rules of Order and
relevant city priorities, strategy & budget information.
o Guide will include:

= Clear definitions in plain language that demystifies both the
work we commissioners can do and how we can support the
community at large.

= Clear understanding between grievances/feelings and human
rights violation.

= Commissioner code of conduct (HRC group and public).


https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85915410975?pwd=O0FqFSqpJfcdaInyhaxZCQjcRxLT31.1

e Determine process for follow up on community complaints/concerns.

o Question posed to Liaison Matthew Jorgensen: Can the HRC group
have an email address that when out in the community can be used to
promote awareness and receive reports?

o Reporting to the Washington State Human Rights Commission
(WSHRC) comes first. We can learn to provide clear information
and guidance of the process.

o Reporting to a local group can help people feel heard and/or can help
them further understand the process via providing follow-up and a
“what comes next” timeline.

o A Google Drive for the committee has been created and shared with all Policy,
Advocacy and Accountability members.

o Council members present during the April 13" HRC meeting
expressed excitement for an online record keeping space to
collectively work together.

o In the realms of accountability, committee members looked at The City of Tacoma’s
“Organizing Umbrella” for Plans and Strategies image within the Tacoma 2035
report. To better understand the city’s upcoming plans, how we can engage, and how
we can support the rebuilding of trust between the city and the public—the
committee members will research separate sections.

e Agreed upon assignments-

o Chair GG: Community Safety

CM Moore: Jobs and Economy

CM Winter: Climate and Environment

CM Dr. Gunn: Housing and Homelessness

TBD: Placemaking and Experiences

o TBD: Transportation and Mobility

o Next meeting will take place on Sunday, May 3rd, 6:30pm - 8:00pm.

O
O
O
O

e FEducation and Outreach Committee

O

CM Moliga visited a 7th grade classroom to present and talk about youth advocacy. When
youth were asked to share about their ideal living in Tacoma wish list, they identified
incredible insights- including: 1) community safety, emphasizing the need for safety from
gun violence, 2) transparency and community mobilizing surrounding issues concerning ICE
and the human rights violations reported and documented, and 3) a place, a physical location
in Tacoma that residents can visit as a one-stop informational shop to all available resources.
Beautiful quote from CM Moliga’s conversation with youth, “The people sitting next to you
are the people who you will see at the grocery store, banks, the postal, etc. and what we build
now is your future”. Centering youth is crucial because it directly falls in line with Tacoma’s
2035 plan of the future, they are the main focus of that future.

Committee members introduced the idea of planning/hosting a summer event geared towards
promoting youth engagement, community organizing/service, resource sharing, networking,
and college and career exploration. Could also include workshops such as resume building
and interviewing skills. Event will require collaboration of participating organizations to
more fully support youth’s interests.

o Summer Youth Nights may be impacted, depending on upcoming budget needs. CM
Gannis has contacts at Tacoma’s YMCA and Boys and Girls club. CM Gannis is also
already in conversations with Tidy Tacoma, which was identified as a potential
partner in the event.



Business Meeting

I.  Call to Order/Roll Call Chair Washington
6:00 pm - 6:03 pm

I1.  Statement of Purpose
6:03 pm —6:05 pm

We convene this meeting to study and investigate problems of prejudice, bigotry, and discrimination and to
encourage and coordinate the implementation of programs consistent with the needs and rights of all residents of
the City of Tacoma.

I11.  Land Acknowledgment
6:06 pm — 6:07 pm

The Commission acknowledges that the meeting is being conducted on Indigenous lands of the Puyallup
People, who cared for their ancestral lands before the Medicine Creek Treaty of 1854 removed native
peoples to clear way for colonial settlement. It is important to this Commission as settlers here, aspiring to
care for immigrants and refugees in this place and to call it home, that we acknowledge and send gratitude
to the Puyallup Tribe of Indians who continue to be leaders for justice in our community today.

IV.  Consent Agenda Chair Washington
6:10 pm —6:12 pm

a. Approval of April 13, 2026, Agenda
e CM Tevis moved for approval
e CM Gomez-Garcia seconded

b. Approval of March 9, 2026, Meeting Minutes
e CM Moliga moved for approval
e Chair Washington seconded

V.  Public Comment
6:12 pm — 6:15 pm
All written public comment must be submitted in writing at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting.
¢ [Name- Marilyn Littlejohn] recently learned about the HRC and joined the meeting to listen in, offer
support, and is seeking to get involved.

VI.  Discussion Human Rights Commission
6:15 pm — 6:45 pm

o Commissioners stated wanting to reach out to someone at NCS/Neighborhood and Community
Services (to engage in the building of the most accurate data collection), someone on the HEAL
and/or HOPE team (to better understand processes and how to advocate effectively), and someone on
the WSHRC (for guidance and a scaled-out view). Chair Washington shared her knowledge of the
WSHRC stating their high volume of reports, most likely resulting in their delayed response.

e People currently serving on Tacoma’s HRC who also work at the state level did not know about the
Washington State Human Rights Commission (WSHRC) until they joined THRC. This further details
the importance of this commission and the need to engage in community/civil education.

VII.  Items to Consider for Next Meeting & Announcements Chair Washington
6:45 pm — 6:55 pm
o Chief Jackson from the Tacoma Police Department will be presenting in May. The group agreed to
think of questions they have before May’s meeting.



e Take attendance of public comment participation.
e Mobilizing neighbors who want to be involved
e Approval of acronym THRC.
o Collectively explore the WSHRC’s website: https://www.hum.wa.gov

VIIlI.  Adjourn
Meeting adjourned at 7:00 pm

Next In Person and Virtual Meeting —May 11, 2026

Why do we recognize the land?

To recognize the land is an expression of gratitude and appreciation to those whose territory you reside on, and a way
of honoring the Indigenous people who have been living and working on the land from time immemorial. It is
important to understand the long-standing history that has brought you to reside on the land, and to seek to understand
your place within that history. Land acknowledgements do not exist in a past tense, or historical context: colonialism is
a current ongoing process, and we need to build our mindfulness of our present participation. It is also worth noting
that acknowledging the land is Indigenous protocol.

—http://www.lIspirg.org/knowtheland

The City of Tacoma does not discriminate on the basis of disability in any of its programs, activities, or
® services. To request this information in an alternative format or to request a reasonable accommaodation,
ah please contact the City Clerk’s Office at (253) 591-5505. TTY or speech to speech users please dial
711 to connect to Washington Relay Services.



https://www.hum.wa.gov/

