City of Tacoma

Human Rights Commission

May 11, 2026

5:30 PM

In Person and Virtual Meeting Minutes

Present:

Chair Verda Washington, First Vice Chair Destinee Moliga, Second Vice Chair Rose Breckow,
Josh Gannis, Dr. Marcus Antonio Gunn, Angela Moore, Diana Royalt, Joy Teyis, Elliott Winter

Absent:

Kaira Gomez-Garcia, C. lvan Johnson, Lohitvenkatesh Oswal, Treveon Parish, Jasmine
Ramsey

Study Session

Commission Affairs
5:30 PM - 6:00 PM

Committee Updates
Racial Justice & Equity Committee

Committee has not formally met yet.

Commissioner Gannis and Dr. Gunn met regarding transition planning.

An email will be sent this week regarding future meeting dates and times.

Initial conversations included committee roles, goals, and how to best serve the
community.



The first meeting will focus on community building.

Commissioner Gannis shared that the commission membership is now full.

Discussion included fact-finding efforts and identifying what the committee can offer to
the community.

Commissioners discussed expectations related to the commission work plan.
Commissioner Garcia emphasized collaboration between the Racial Justice and Policy
Committees.

Policy, Advocacy & Accountability Committee

e Commissioner Winter reported on committee updates.

Commissioner Garcia was one of two attendees at the prior committee meeting.

Discussion focused on opportunities for policy updates related to equity, environmental

justice, and racial justice.

e Tacoma and surrounding jurisdictions are required to update the 2025 Comprehensive
Plan.

e Chair Washington discussed the importance of having diverse perspectives involved in
reviewing policies and making city plans more accessible and understandable to the
public.

e Environmental policy concerns for 2025 were discussed, including potential policy
updates.

e Dr. Gunn asked questions regarding current housing policies and ongoing
housing-related work.

e Commissioner Winter stated the committee intends to break down complex policy topics
into information more accessible for the general community.

Education & Outreach Committee

Updates were shared regarding Safe Streets partnerships.

Upcoming May 28, 2026 presentation at Hilltop Heritage Middle School.
Environmental education efforts connected to Tacoma 2035 initiatives were discussed.
Discussion included retrofitting homes to address pollution concerns.

Additional discussions included tree planting efforts to reduce heat and improve air
quality.

Discussion referenced cold storage building bridge projects.

Tacoma-funded outreach opportunities were also discussed.

Business Meeting

I. Call to Order / Roll Call



Chair Washington called the meeting to order.

Il. Statement of Purpose

6:03 PM - 6:05 PM

The Human Rights Commission convenes to study and investigate problems of prejudice,
bigotry, and discrimination and to encourage and coordinate implementation of programs
consistent with the needs and rights of all residents of the City of Tacoma.

lll. Land Acknowledgment

6:06 PM - 6:07 PM

The Commission acknowledged that the meeting was conducted on the Indigenous lands of the
Puyallup People.

IV. Consent Agenda

6:10 PM -6:12 PM

Approval of May 11, 2026 Agenda

e Motion: Commissioner Gannis
e Second: Dr. Gunn
e Motion passed.

Approval of April 13, 2026 Meeting Minutes
e Motion: Dr. Gunn

e Second: Commissioner Gannis
e Motion passed.

V. Public Comment



6:12 PM -6:15 PM

No public comments were submitted.

VI. Tacoma Police Department Updates

6:15 PM - 6:35 PM

Presented by Chief Patty Jackson and Officer Cage

Chief Jackson and Officer Cage provided a presentation regarding Tacoma Police Department
priorities, community engagement strategies, and opportunities for partnership with the Human
Rights Commission.

Key Discussion Topics

Department Priorities

Public trust and public safety go together.

Violent crime reduction and community safety remain primary priorities.

Focus on staffing and organizational stability.

Emphasis on proactive community engagement before moments of crisis.

Officers aim to connect with community members through empathy, especially during
difficult situations.

TPD emphasized a desire to partner with all community members.

Best Pathways for Sharing Community Concerns

Communication should be accessible, consistent, and productive.

Community Liaison Officers have been actively engaging with the community for
approximately six years.

Liaison officers help identify neighborhood concerns and connect residents with
appropriate resources.

Direct communication exists between department leadership, officers, and community
members.

TPD participates in neighborhood meetings, community events, and city partnerships.
Residents may use formal complaint processes or direct outreach to department staff.
Chief Jackson emphasized that communication only works when people feel heard.
Continued engagement and dialogue are important even when disagreements exist.
TPD emphasized transparency, consistency, and building mutual trust.

Community Education & Prevention

Education opportunities help clarify law enforcement roles.



Public safety and prevention resources were discussed.
Reducing misinformation through direct communication was identified as a priority.
Officers discussed the importance of building relationships with youth and community
members beyond policing roles.

e Shared public safety responsibility and long-term partnerships were emphasized.

Tacoma Police Department Responses

e \Weekly and monthly meetings help address crime prevention, neighborhood concerns,
and community safety issues.

e Collaboration includes neighborhood services, code enforcement, and efforts to reduce
criminal activity.
TPD discussed more than 30 years of community engagement success stories.
Measurements include community confidence, call types, locations of criminal activity,
time-of-day analysis, and increased community participation at open houses and
outreach events.
Liaison groups have contributed to reducing complaints and improving communication.
TPD reported receiving community praise and clearer expectations from residents.

Community Outreach Programs

Back-to-school event scheduled for August 29, 2026.
Community support efforts include backpacks, eye exams, haircuts, monthly donations,
and Shop with a Cop.
e Partnerships discussed included:
o 311 City of Tacoma
o Homeless Outreach / HEAL Team
o South Sound 911
e Chief Jackson requested continued information sharing and partnership with the
community.

Additional Discussion

Tacoma-funded grants support cultural events and community outreach work.
Commissioners discussed opportunities for future collaboration with community
organizations.

Commissioners invited CTR and Danielle to connect via email.

Commissioner Gannis discussed upcoming Tacoma Creates invitations in July.
Councilmember Sarah Rumbaugh; bring her back



VII. Items to Consider for Next Meeting & Announcements

6:35 PM - 6:55 PM

e Future collaboration opportunities with Tacoma Police Department and community
partners.

Tacoma Creates invitations planned for July.

Continued discussions regarding policy updates and outreach initiatives.

Name THRC ( voting)

Website (WHRC)

VIil. Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 7:13 PM.

Next In Person and Virtual Meeting — June 8, 2026
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