
City of Tacoma 

                                     Human Rights Commission          
 

 

 

June 8, 2026 

5:30 pm 

In Person and Virtual Meeting Minutes 

In Person Instructions for Public 

747 Market Street 

Conference Room #243  

Tacoma, WA 98402 

 

Virtual Meeting Instruction for the Public  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85915410975?pwd=O0FqFSqpJfcdaInyhaxZCQjcRxLT31.1 

Passcode: 166967 

available during the meeting.  

Members Present:  Chair Verda Washington, First Vice Chair Destinee Moliga, Josh Gannis, Kaira Gomez-Garcia, Dr. 

Marcus Antonio Gunn, Jasmine Ramsey, Elliott Winter, Diana Royalty, Angela Moore 

 

Absent: Second Vice Chair Rose Breckow, C. Ivan Johnson, Lohitvenkatesh Oswal, Treveon Parish, Joy Tevis 

 

Study Session  

 

Commission Affairs  

5:30 pm – 6:00 pm 

 

Committee Updates  Updates from Committee Chairs 

• Racial Justice & Equity Committee 

o First meeting scheduled for 6/14 under CM Dr. Gunn’s new leadership. 

• Policy, Advocacy and Accountability Committee 

o The PAA committee has met a total of 3 times. We’ve had great conversations particularly 

about the HOW we can engage in this work. Our top priority is still to create a guide for 

commissioners that: 1) fully explains our roles and the how to engage, and 2) lays out a 

process for follow up on community complaints and concerns. 

o PAA group is excited because the RJE committee is also partially focusing on building up a 

process for follow up on community complaints, so we will be partnering with them once 

they’re up and going. 

o PAA group is also excited to partner with the E&O committee on outreach events to 

introduce ourselves to the community. The hope is that we can collect data via community 

feedback and then organize that feedback into themes to present it to the City Council, not 

just as another report but rather as community advocacy via formal letters, connections to 

other organizations already collecting data on the City’s initiatives, and maybe even 

campaigns to further those priorities. 

• Education and Outreach Committee  
o CM Moliga and CM Gannis presented and led an activity at a 7th grade classroom. Youth 

were fully engaged in the conversation/activity and even identified that they could be further 

pushed with harder material. The activity was titled ‘Fair or Unfair’, youth were provided 

with a statement, and then they decided if it was fair or not through discourse. Statements 

included cellphone use in class, uneven funding, immigration rights, 1st and 4th amendments. 

Business Meeting 

 

I. Call to Order/Roll Call  Chair Washington 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85915410975?pwd=O0FqFSqpJfcdaInyhaxZCQjcRxLT31.1


 

6:00 pm – 6:03 pm  

 

II. Statement of Purpose    

6:03 pm –6:05 pm 

  

We convene this meeting to study and investigate problems of prejudice, bigotry, and discrimination and to 

encourage and coordinate the implementation of programs consistent with the needs and rights of all residents of 

the City of Tacoma. 

 

III. Land Acknowledgment   

6:06 pm – 6:07 pm 

 

The Commission acknowledges that the meeting is being conducted on Indigenous lands of the Puyallup 

People, who cared for their ancestral lands before the Medicine Creek Treaty of 1854 removed native 

peoples to clear way for colonial settlement. It is important to this Commission as settlers here, aspiring to 

care for immigrants and refugees in this place and to call it home, that we acknowledge and send gratitude 

to the Puyallup Tribe of Indians who continue to be leaders for justice in our community today. 

 

IV. Consent Agenda  Chair Washington 

6:10 pm – 6:12 pm   

a. Approval of June 8, 2026, Agenda   

• Moved and seconded by CM Gannis and CM Moliga. 

b. Approval of May 11, 2026, Meeting Minutes 

• Moved and seconded by CM Gunn. 

 

V. Public Comment  

6:12 pm – 6:15 pm 

All written public comment must be submitted in writing at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting. 

 

VI. Community Trauma Response Team Presentation JCW & Associates 

6:15 pm – 6:40 pm 

 

- Started as a grassroots organization ‘Tacoma Cease Fire’ in 2015 in response to community violence. 

- 50% drop in community violence (benchmark that it’s going well is that there are less crisis calls) 

- A popular quote is “hurt people hurt people”, therefore their focus is to bring down the temperature during crisis 

situations and follow-up. “Our sole purpose is to accommodate the needs of the community… When people are 

impacted by trauma/violence, it helps them navigate that pain if they know someone can identify with them, not 

just through race, but also through lived experiences”. 

- The Community Trauma Response Team strives to control the narrative by taking leadership during times of 

high conflict, which has led to the prevention of cultural wars. 

- Emphasis on immediate response including bringing out long tables, handing out food, playing music, giving out 

hugs. Quite literally whatever the family needs including haircuts and giving eulogies. This demonstrates that 

anyone can join this Team, regardless of what skill they currently possess, because it can support the community. 

- They provide several services including healing circles (moments of blessings, tailored-made to reflect the need, 

and giving people space to speak). 

 

- Question posed by CM Ramsey: What do you need from us? 

- Answer: “Help us spread the word about the work we’re doing, our relationships with other community 

organizations/entities are getting better because they’re opening more spaces for us, like hospitals for example, so 

helping us share more about this work helps so that more community spaces know about us” 

 

- Question posed by CM Winter: Other cities show that these [alternative violence response] programs are very 

effective in combination with police budgets, what is your budget connected to? 



 

- Answer: The budget is connected to Neighborhood and Community Services (NCS), they used to have a budget 

line where they could give $300 per family for assistance (burial suits as an example), and that money has been 

taken away unfortunately due to budget cuts. 

 

- Question posed by CM Moliga: Young people are so important to reach because it could prevent the cycle of 

violence from the beginning. What do you think about early intervention and the connection to young people? 

- Answer: “Everything we need, we already have, so I have taken that excused off the table. Young people need 

community aunties. People who can and are willing to support young people with familial honesty and love, but 

that role isn’t for everyone”. Main work is related to restorative justice, (if youth are involved, their parents are 

also) where people can look at each other, speak directly, and has lead to apologies and community healing. 

 

- Question posed by CM Gunn: How do you capture these stories to then share back out to the community? 

- Answer: This is a very hard because we don’t want to exploit people, so what we end up doing is writing a 

narrative of the call(s)/situation(s). We would love to learn more about storytelling, social media, and how to 

better share stories with the public. 

 

VII. Items to Consider for Next Meeting & Announcements                                   Chair Washington 

6:40 pm – 6:55 pm 

 

VIII. Adjourn   

7:00 pm 

 

Moved and seconded by CM Gannis and CM Moliga. 

 

 

Next In Person and Virtual Meeting –July 13, 2026 

 

 

Why do we recognize the land? 

To recognize the land is an expression of gratitude and appreciation to those whose territory you reside on, and a way 

of honoring the Indigenous people who have been living and working on the land from time immemorial. It is 

important to understand the long-standing history that has brought you to reside on the land, and to seek to understand 

your place within that history. Land acknowledgements do not exist in a past tense, or historical context: colonialism is 

a current ongoing process, and we need to build our mindfulness of our present participation. It is also worth noting 

that acknowledging the land is Indigenous protocol.  

–http://www.lspirg.org/knowtheland 

 

 

The City of Tacoma does not discriminate on the basis of disability in any of its programs, activities, or 

services. To request this information in an alternative format or to request a reasonable accommodation, 

please contact the City Clerk’s Office at (253) 591-5505. TTY or speech to speech users please dial  

711 to connect to Washington Relay Services.  

 


