Overview

UNIT LOT SUBDIVISION SUMMARY
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o Home In Tacoma and state law allow lot flexibility and separate ownership of individual units (new or existing)
in new UR (Urban Residential) zones to encourage and create new opportunities to create separate lots and

promote more homeownership.

» Unit Lot Subdivisions are a way to divide property for separate ownership, potentially with shared access, utilities,

and infrastructure.

o Minimum site size for a Unit Lot Subdivision (or minimum “parent lot”) is in the District Standards table.

» Unit lots can be created from the parent lot, provided the overall lot area/density standards are met. The parent
lot must meet all standards but unit lots do not have to meet standards.

» Creation of new parent lots is permitted, with a new minimum lot size of 2,500 sq/ft in UR Zones.

..................................................

6,000 square foot parcel in UR-1.

Maximum density is 1 unit per 1,500 sf of
site area.

6,000 /1,500 = 4 units

Four child parcels could be created. Not all units
would have to be on 1,500 square feet of land,
but all development standards are required to be
met for the site as a whole.

Easements could be provided for pedestrian or
automobile access, and some amenities (e.g.
open space for some types of development could
be owned in common, often through home
owners associations (HOA's).
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Diagram showing the same
parent lot divided into different
number of unit lots.
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Definitions (See TMC 13.01.040.S for more)
ULS - Unit Lot Subdivision

"Lot" - fractional part of divided lands having fixed
boundaries, being of sufficient area and dimension to
meet minimum zoning requirements for width and area.

“Lot, parent” - legal lot which establishes the exterior
boundary of a unit lot subdivision

“Lot, unit” - portion of a parent lot, the fee of which
may be independently transferred upon recording of a
unit lot subdivision.

Applying for a ULS

Unit lot subdivisions are processed the same as any other
subdivision, based on the number of lots proposed, per
the City’s platting ordinance in TMC 13.04.

The first step in a ULS is ensuring the development meets
all zoning requirements for the parent lot; a full zoning
code analysis is required for preliminary plat application.
The final plat requires a recorded site plan confirming all
requirements will be met on the site over the life of the
development.

Tip sheets for plats are provided here.
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https://www.tacomapermits.org/tip-sheet-index/short-plat

