
This agenda is for public notice purposes only. Complete applications are posted online at www.tacoma.gov/lpc-agenda. 

The City of Tacoma does not discriminate on the basis of handicap in any of its programs or services.  To request this information in an 
alternative format or to request a reasonable accommodation, please contact the Historic Preservation Office at  
(253) 591-5220 (voice) or (800) 833-6388 (TTY).
¿Necesitas información en español? 한국어로 정보가 필요하십니까? Cần thông tin bằng tiếng Việt? Нужна информация на усском?
្រត�វការព័ត៌មានជ‌ភាសាែខ្មរ?  Contact TacomaFIRST 311 at (253) 591-5000

747 Market Street, Floor 3· Tacoma, WA ·98402 · Phone (253) 591-5220 · 
https://tacoma.gov/historicpreservation 

Members 
Kevin Bartoy, Chair 
Jennifer Baersten, Vice Chair 
Sarah Hilsendeger 
Laurel McQuade 
Anahita Modrek 
Alex Morganroth 
Bryan Rousseau 
Lysa Schloesser 
Jenny Sullivan 
George Zeno 
Deborah Cade, North Slope Ex-Officio 
Gia Mugford, Wedge Ex-Officio 

Staff 
Reuben McKnight, Historic Preservation Officer 
Susan Johnson, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
Mary Crabtree, Administrative Assistant 

 

INFORMATION ABOUT HYBRID MEETINGS 

This meeting will be conducted both in-person and virtually. The meeting will occur in the Tacoma Municipal Building at 747 Market St., Room 243, 
and can also be attended at https://zoom.us/j/89120046605 or by dialing (253) 215-8782  and entering the meeting ID 891 2004 6605 when 
prompted. Microphones will be muted and cameras turned off for all attendees during the meeting, except for the Commissioners and presenters. 
 

1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF INDIGENOUS LANDS PAGE # TIME 

2. ROLL CALL

3. PUBLIC COMMENT
Only written comments on agenda items are accepted via email and must be submitted by 12:00 p.m. on the meeting day. Please email your 
comments to landmarks@tacoma.gov, put in the subject line “LPC Meeting 11/12/25”, and clearly indicate which agenda item(s) you are 
addressing. Oral comments will not be taken on regular agenda items that are not the subject of a public hearing.

4. CONSENT AGENDA

A. Excusal of Absences

B. Approval of Minutes: 06/11/25

C. Administrative Review:
• 2105 S. C St. – sign replacement

5. SPECIAL TAX VALUATION

A. 1135 Tacoma Ave South (Hammer Building) Staff 7 5 m 

6. BOARD BUSINESS/COMMUNICATION ITEMS

A. Equity Committee updates Commission 3 m 

B. Events & Activities Staff 6 5 m 

7. CHAIR COMMENTS

Agenda 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Planning and Development Services Department 

Date: November 12, 2025 
Time: 5:30 p.m. 
Location: Hybrid (see below) 
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Members 
Kevin Bartoy, Chair 
Jennifer Baersten, Vice-Chair 
Sarah Hilsendeger 
Laurel McQuade 
Anahita Modrek 
Alex Morganroth 
Bryan Rousseau 
Lysa Schloesser 
Jenny Sullivan 
George Zeno 
Deborah Cade, North Slope Ex-Officio 
Gia Mugford, Wedge Ex-Officio 

Staff 
Reuben McKnight, Historic Preservation Officer 
Susan Johnson, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
Mary Crabtree, Administrative Assistant 

 

Date: June 11, 2025   
Location: Hybrid – Conference Room 243, 747 Market Street, Tacoma WA 98402 & Zoom Webinar 

Commission Members in Attendance: 
Kevin Bartoy, Chair 
Sarah Hilsendeger 
Anahita Modrek 
Bryan Rousseau  
Lysa Schloesser 
George Zeno 
Deborah Cade, North Slope Ex-Officio 
Gia Mugford, Wedge Ex-Officio 

Commissioner Members Excused: 
Jennifer Baersten, Vice-Chair  
Laurel McQuade 
Jenny Sullivan 

Commission Members Absent: 
Alex Morganroth 

Staff Present: 
Reuben McKnight 
Susan Johnson 
Mary Crabtree 

Others Present: 
Aaron (AJ) Frye 
Emily Goll 
Kyle Pellett 
Matthew Davis 

Chair Bartoy called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m. 

1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF INDIGENOUS LANDS 

2. ROLL CALL 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
McKnight reported that no written comments were received for public comment. 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 
The agenda was approved as submitted. 

A. Excusal of Absences:  

• Jennifer Baersten 
• Laurel McQuade 
• Jenny Sullivan 

B. Approval of Minutes: 03/26/25 
The March 26, 2025, meeting minutes were approved as submitted. 

C. Administrative Review: N/A 

  
MINUTES (Draft) 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Planning and Development Services Department 

3



 

LPC Minutes 06/11/2025, Page 2 of 2 

747 Market Street, Suite 345    Tacoma, Washington 98402    Phone (253) 591-5030    Fax (253) 591-5433 
 

5. DESIGN REVIEW 
A. 1210 N 8th Street 

Partial replacement of sliding, enclosed rear porch 
McKnight read the staff report as provided in the packet. Aaron (AJ) Frye and Emily Goll provided additional information 
on the project. 

Discussion ensued regarding siding material. 

Commissioner Rousseau moved that the Landmarks Preservation Commission approve the application at 1210 N 8th 
as presented with cedar siding as discussed, finding that the proposal is consistent with the applicable North Slope 
Historic District Design Guidelines as included in the analysis. Commissioner Hilsendeger seconded the motion. The 
motion passed unanimously.  

6. BOARD BRIEFINGS 
A. 720-726 Pacific Ave 

Exterior rehab, painting 

Johnson read the staff report as provided in the packet. Kyle Pellett provided additional information on the project, 
including the historic timeline, exterior defects, proposed repairs and cleaning procedure, paint color options, . 

Discussion ensued regarding the paint colors and cleaning procedure. 

7. BOARD BUSINESS/COMMUNICATION ITEMS 

A. Equity Committee updates   
There were no Equity Committee updates. 

B. Code Amendment Update 
McKnight read the staff report as provided in the packet. 

Matt Davis outlined the policy framework, priorities and specific code areas proposed for consideration for amendments, 
and the tentative review schedule.  

Discussion ensued throughout regarding the roles for determinations of historic significance, redlining consideration, 
religious properties, the schedule, and substantial support from neighborhood property owners. 

C. Events & Activities 

• City of Tacoma Committees, Boards, and Commissions (CBC) Orientation is scheduled for Monday, June 16, 
2025, at 5:00 p.m. 

• Site visit at Fort Nisqually Living History Museum (5519 Five Mile Drive, Point Defiance Park, Tacoma WA 
98407) on Wednesday, July 16, 2025, starting at 4:00 p.m. 

• Points Northeast Historical Society will be offering free tours on summer Saturdays (through September 6) of 
the Browns Point Lighthouse Park, including the 1903 Lightkeepers Cottage, the 1905 Boathouse and the 
heritage gardens. 1-4 p.m. at 201 Tulalip St. NE, Tacoma.  

• The 2025 Pacific Northwest Preservation Field School will be held at Heyburn State Park in Idaho.  
• This year’s PLACES conference will be held in Gig Harbor on October 8-10. 
• Site visit to Stadium High School on August 6th at 4 p.m. 

8. CHAIR COMMENTS  
The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 p.m.  

*These minutes are not a direct transcription of the meeting, but rather a brief capture. For full-length 
audio recording of the meeting, please visit: https://tacoma.gov/lpc-agenda    
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Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Planning & Development Services Department 
 

 
 

747 Market Street, Suite 345  Tacoma, Washington 98402  Phone (253) 591-5030  Fax (253) 591-5433 
 

 
STAFF REPORT  November 12, 2025 

 
 
 
SPECIAL TAX VALUATION 
 
BACKGROUND 
WAC 254-20 enables local governments adopt local legislation to provide special valuation of historic properties that 
have been rehabilitated.  With regard to the application review process, state law authorizes local historic review boards 
to determine: 

 
1. Whether the property is included within a class of historic property determined eligible for special valuation by the 

local legislative authority under an ordinance or administrative rule (in Tacoma, this means properties defined as 
City Landmarks);  

2. Whether the property has been rehabilitated at a cost equal to or exceeding 25% of the assessed improvement 
value at the beginning of the project within twenty-four months prior to the date of application; and 

3. Whether the property has not been altered in any way which adversely affects those elements which qualify it as 
historically significant. 

 
If the local review board finds that the property satisfies all three of the above requirements, then it shall, on behalf of the 
local jurisdiction, enter into an agreement with the owner, which, at a minimum, includes the provisions set forth in WAC 
254-20-120. Upon execution of said agreement between the owner and the local review board, the local review board 
shall approve the application. 
 
Per TMC 1.42, the Tacoma Landmarks Commission is the local body that approves applications for Special Tax 
Valuation. 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 5A: 1135 Tacoma Ave South (Hammer Building) 
L. & C. Mathisen 
 
ANALYSIS 
Property Eligibility: Individually listed property on the Tacoma Register of 

Historic Places                                                                                    
 
Rehabilitation Cost Claimed:      $1,093,989.94 
                
Assessed Improvement Value Prior to Rehabilitation:  $266,100 
Rehabilitation Percentage of Assessed Value:    411% 
Project Period:  9/1/2023 – 8/31/2025  
Appropriateness of Rehabilitation:  Exterior stucco repair, repainting reviewed by LPC; 

interior tenant improvements, complete reconstruction 
of apartments, stairs; electrical, plumbing updates. 

 
Note: The application includes some ineligible costs, which either fall outside the project period or are categorized as 
noneligible costs, such as kitchen appliances. The claimed amount above reflects the omission of these costs.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff has reviewed the itemized expense sheet per the Commission bylaws for STV cost eligibility and recommends 
approval of this application in the amount of $1,093,989.94.  
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November 12, 2025 
Landmarks Preservation Commission staff report 
Page 2 of 2 

Recommended language for approval: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission approve the Special Tax Valuation application for 1135 Tacoma 
Avenue South for $1,093,989.94. 

BOARD BUSINESS/COMMUNICATION ITEMS 

AGENDA ITEM 6A: Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee 
Commissioners 

This is a standing agenda item for updates and discussion related to the activities of the Equity Committee. 

AGENDA ITEM 6B: Events and Activities 
Staff 

1. The monthly Third Thursday, featuring free admission, special events and extended hours, is happening at the
Washington State History Museum on November 20, 2025. This month, the special program is “MAIZ: Culinary and
Cultural Resilience,” at 5:30pm. From WSHS’ website: “Curated by Mi Centro, this month’s program will explore the rich
cultural significance of Maiz (corn) as a foundational ingredient in Latine communities. The program features
conversations with local culinary experts who share their insight on the integral role that Maiz plays in their cooking and
community identity. From its origin in the indigenous culture in Mesoamerican and modern kitchens, Maiz is more than
just an ingredient—it is a symbol of resilience, tradition, and cultural pride.” More info at MAIZ: Culinary and Cultural
Resilience - Washington State Historical Society

2. Fort Nisqually Living History Museum will have a special holiday program, the Christmas Regale, on Saturday
December 6, 2025 from 11am to 4pm. More info at Christmas Regale - Parks Tacoma

3. The next Landmarks Preservation Commission meeting will be Wednesday, December 10. That will also be the last
meeting of the year. Thank you to our departing Commissioners Laurel McQuade and Bryan Rousseau, we are grateful
for your service!
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Landmarks Preservation Commission
Planning and Development Services Department

SPECIAL TAX VALUATION

APPLICATION CHECKLIST

MOz
'Thcoma

Please include the following items to ensure timely processing. .
IX! City of Tacoma Application Fee payable to City of Tacoma-$100 for single family residential;

$300 for commercial/multifamily residential (required by Council Resolution 36804)
5°

[] Pierce County Assessor/Treasurer Fee payable to Pierce County150
Kl, Special Tax Valuation Application Form (on next page)

[] Notarized Affidavit of Expenses

JZl Itemized expense summary sheet

[] Project photographs (before and after)

= ##Ls..2°±=±:EE EM.ME ecc
Please note: Applications are due to the PIERCE COUNTY ASSESSOR'S OFFICE
no later than OCTOBER 1.

Return completed applications to:
Pierce County AssessorfTreasurer
Current Use Coordinator
2401 South 35th Street Room 142
Tacoma, WA 98409

Questions?
Pierce County Assessor-Treasurer (253) 798-6111
Tacoma Historic Preservation Office (253) 591-5254/ Landmarks@cityoftacoma.org
Visit CityofTacoma.org/HistoricPreservation for additional information.

747 Market Street, Room 345 • Tacoma, WA· 98402 • Phone (253) 591-5254 • Website:
CityofTacoma.org/HistoricPreservation
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�u 11::: 1 ms rorm cannor oe sav a or e-ma11eu. rou musr prmt tr our ror your mes. t � \ R -- - • ! V eset This For, 

�TMENT APPLICATION AND "CERTIFICATION OF SPECIAL VALUATION 
� ON IMPROVEMENTS TO HISTORIC PROPERTY 

NGTON .. ,ATE 
Ch 

�I apter 84.26 RCW �- p · t Th· Fi � rm ,, ,s or,

I File With Assessor by October 1 I File No: -----------------
I. A lication 

_ County: P2 e re,e

Property Owner: 
Address: 

C,,, nmy (And Ulery m��d�(@t;11JNo: c!)OJ/J JO/CO

Legal Description: 

.Sec;t-10(\_QCS Towr\:Sh� /J ;)O _ P.an�e QS 0.ULtrte( /Lf 
Neio I 0twm� � 1 -1 13 111 

Property Address (Location): // 3 5 ·taco ma__ n \.Je 6 t {}J_?} J.-/-0 5 
Describe Rehabilitation:. _ 
D ereftc.;f- bu, /d,t19 I (1 Ol Very poo Y" QQ(}d) no (7 0LS l'.1t_ ,e5u})-, af
=t 6 use o. not 093l ecef. �tl)ds out no io1m O 05 and ctcof 5 eC!. �

Property is on: (check appropriate box) 0 National Historic Register �cal Register of Historic Places 
Building Permit No: B }doo d l-oo !oO Date: .;(}e()i, d1:�D�isdiction: Pie [/1, e- ,) Mom

•. r County/City 
Rehabilitation Startef / doB 9·-2.�3 Date Completed:q+_-..... cQ"""--='6"-'f).�5"=-------
Actual Cost of Rehabirft:ion: -�-..._,...-,.. ............... 1 00 -1-

Affirmation 

As owner(s) of the improvements described in this application, I/we hereby indicate by my signature that I/we am/are 
aware of the potential liability (see reverse) involved when my/our improvements cease to be eligible for special 
valuation under provisions of Chapter 84.26 RCW. 

I/We hereby certify that the foregoing information is true and complete. 

Signature_(s) of All Owner(s): 

�mtizt,'1fl�wm2 

Assessed value exclusive of land prior to rehabt 

Date {() 
I f ) 2f9-5

II. Assessor

For tax assistance, visit http://dor.wa.gov or call (800) 647-770 . To inquire about the availability of this document in an 
alternate format for the visually impaired, please call (360) 705-6715. Teletype (TTY) users may call (800) 451-7985. 
REV 64 0035e-1 (fill-in) (10/13/04) -�� ---:- - . - .••��·

·: Next Page . •.
- - - - � _:_ � 

8/31/2025

9/1/2023

Corrected total: $1,093,989.94
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SPECIAL TAX VALUATION
AFFIDAVIT CERTIFYING EXPENSES AND PERIOD OF WORK
Required for submittal per WAC 254.20.090

{

me..ggd(pg.nd_lat14tb±fa<4l..ace s.as
ValuationTastatus, certify by y/our signature below, that the total amount
claimed in the accompanying application form is equal to the actual costs
accrued for this project, and that these costs were accrued during the period of
work indicated on the accompanying application form.

I certify the foregoing statement to be true and correct.

ature

Lary bhltenS
Co-Applicant Name

+
STATE OF WASHINGTON )

) ss.
County of Pierce )

2025
On this 3or day of 2fer _, 2019, before the undersigned, a

Notary Public in and for the state of Washington, duly commissioned and sworn,
the above person(s) appeared before me and signed the foregoing instrument,
and acknowledged said instrument to be their free and voluntary act for the uses
and purposes therein mentioned.

WITNESS my hand and official seal hereto affixed the day and year first
above written.

DEIRDRE PRESSMAN
NOTARY PUBLIC

STATE OF WASHINGTON
License Number 205390

My Commission Expires January 23, 2027

nota seal

NOTARY PUBLIC
Printed Name:Deida (rsfy1an
Residing at Lal/d, lh
My commission expires o1/23/2022
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