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Board of Ethics Complaint No. 2025-002

BEFORE THE BOARD OF ETHICS FOR THE
CITY OF TACOMA

In the Matter of the Complaint Against FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS,
Mayor Victoria Woodards AND ORDER OF DISMISSAL

OF BOARD OF ETHICS

. PROCEDURAL HISTORY

1.1.On July 9, 2025, the City Clerk received an email from Anne Warrick. In that email,
Ms. Warrick complained about statements made by Mayor Victoria Woodards
during the July 8, 2025 City Council meeting. This communication is attached
hereto as Exhibit A.

1.2. In Exhibit A, the complainant alleges that during a City Council meeting, Mayor
Woodards gave a “lengthy informational” about the new | heart Mac and Cheese
restaurant in Tacoma.

1.3. The matter was processed as a complaint under the Code of Ethics, referred to the
Board of Ethics as required by the City’s Code of Ethics (Tacoma Municipal Code
(“TMC”) 1.46.040.B) and was assigned Board of Ethics Complaint No. 2025-002.

1.4. Pursuant to the Administrative Procedures of the Board of Ethics, section 2.3(4), the
Board met as soon as practicable to review this complaint.

1.5. The Board met on August 25, 2025, and, in a closed meeting pursuant to RCW
42.30.140(2), discussed this complaint.
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Il. FINDINGS OF FACT

2.1. For purposes of this Order, the Board accepts the allegations of fact contained in
Complaint No. 2025-002 as true; specifically, that Mayor Woodards made
statements during the July 8, 2025 meeting about a new restaurant called | Heart
Mac and Cheese.

2.1.1 At the City Council meeting on July 8, 2025, Mayor Woodards made
statements about being at the grand opening of | Heart Mac and Cheese
restaurant. She noted that the restaurant owners were new constituents of
hers, and that she was invited to cut the ribbon at their grand opening.

2.1.2 In her remarks, Mayor Woodards provided a description of the location of the
restaurant and stated that it was on the “Tacoma side” at Point Ruston.

2.1.3 Mayor Woodards welcomed the new business owners to the City and stated
that she wanted to make sure they were “successful.” She also noted that
the restaurant is a chain, and this is the first | Heart Mac and Cheese
restaurant in the state of Washington.

2.1.4 During the City Council meeting, Mayor Woodards spoke about the restaurant]
for approximately 2 minutes and 20 seconds.

2.1.5 Mayor Woodards, along with the other Councilmembers, offer to speak at and
attend events around the City. They offer those services via the City’s
webpage. Anyone is allowed to request attendance by the Mayor or
Councilmember. The request forms for those events ask for the theme and
purpose of the events and who the target audience is.

2.1.6 Any conclusion hereinafter stated, which may be deemed to be properly
considered a finding of fact herein, is hereby adopted as such.

. APPLICABLE LAW

3.1. The Board of Ethics was created to “receive, investigate, and make
recommendations for disposition of complaints of violations of the Code of Ethics by
current and former Covered Officials.” See TMC 1.46.045.A “Purpose.”

3.2. In this case, two provisions of the Coed of Ethics may be implicated:

3.2.1. TMC 1.46.030 H. Improper Use of Position Prohibited.

No City Officer or employee shall knowingly use his or her office or position to
secure personal benefit, gain or profit, or use his or her position to secure special
privileges or exceptions for himself, herself, or for the benefit, gain, or profits of any
other persons.
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41.

42.

4.3

3.2.2. TMC 1.46.030 J. Improper Use of City Property Prohibited.

No City officer or employee shall use City-owned vehicles, equipment, materials,
money, or property for personal or private convenience or profit. Use is restricted to
such services as are available to the public generally, for the authorized conduct of
official business, and for such purposes and under such conditions as are approved
by administrative order of the City Manager or Director of Public Utilities....

IV. CONCLUSIONS OF LAW
Mayor Victoria Woodards is a “Covered Official” under the Code of Ethics and the
Board of Ethics has jurisdiction over the disposition of Complaint No. 2025-002.
See TMC 1.46.020.F “Covered Official” (to include a City-elected official), and TMC
1.46.045 A (“The Board of Ethics shall receive, investigate, and make
recommendations for disposition of complaints of violations of the Code of Ethics by
current and former Covered Officials.”)

Complaint No. 2025-002 does not present any facts, which, if true, would constitute
a violation of TMC 1.46.030.H or TMC 1.46.030.J.

. Therefore, Complaint No. 2025-002 is dismissed pursuant to TMC 1.46.045.F .2.a.i.
V. ORDER
Based on the foregoing, Complaint No. 2025-002 is hereby DISMISSED.

Dated this _16th day of September 5025
City of Tacoma Board of Ethics
DocuSigned by:
By: Eﬁ@

MarcusAntonio Gunn, Chair

Cc:  Chris Bacha, City Attorney

Mayor Victoria Woodards

City Council

Annie Warrick
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EXHIBIT A

From: Annie Warrick <awarrick253@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 9, 2025 9:39 AM

To: Emery, Nicole (Legal) <nemery@tacoma.gov>

Cc: itrivedi@thenewstribune.com

Subject: Ethics Complaint Against Mayor Victoria Woodards

Miss Emery, last night's lengthy infomercial from the Mayor --- during the latter part of the Council Meeting --- about the new | Heart Mac and Cheese at Point Ruston was an egregious
use of public resources to promote a private entity (a private entity that isn't even in the city she was elected to serve). She has never done anything like this for any restaurant in

Tacoma, and I'm not sure if that makes things better or worse. | demand that the Board of Ethics look into this.
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