
 

 

  

City of Tacoma 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Technical Advisory Group  
 
In person meeting location: Tacoma Municipal Building, Room 248 (747 Market Street Tacoma, WA 98402)  
The Tacoma Municipal Building is served by Pierce Transit bus routes 1, 2, 11, 16, 45, and 57. Visit 
www.tripplanner.piercetransit.org to find your route. The Tacoma Municipal Building has bike racks at the 
Market St and St. Helens Ave entrances. Visit cityoftacoma.org/mobility for a map of Tacoma bikeways. 
 
To join by computer, click on the following link:  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/99545896138?pwd=Skd4dDI0WFQreDU4eFpHQlV5U2J5Zz09 
 
To join by phone, call: +1 253 215 8782 
If you are asked for a Meeting ID, enter: 995 4589 6138 
If you are asked for a Password, enter: 762319 
 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Technical Advisory Group Members: 

AshLee Day  Julian Helmer  Sara Kiesler  
Chloe Wiser 
(Alternate) 

Daví de la Cruz  Teena Johnson Thomas O'Neil Amy Youngbloom  

Steve Demmer  Dmitri Keating  Jami Stavlo 
VACANT 

Age 16-18 Youth Position 

 

AGENDA 
January 26, 2026 

5:30-7:30 PM 

I. Call to order, land acknowledgement, and approval of minutes 5:33 

Co-Chair Sara Kiesler called the meeting to order at 5:33 PM.  
 
We gratefully honor and acknowledge that we reside on the traditional lands of the Puyallup People. 
The Puyallup people have lived on this land since the beginning of time. They are still here today. 
They live, work, raise their children, take care of their community, practice their traditional ways and 
speak the Twulshootseed language – just as their ancestors did. 

Member Dimitri made a motion to approve the October 27th, 2025 minutes. Member Thomas 
seconded the motion. The motion was approved as presented. 

II. Introductions & Icebreaker 5:35 

Members stated their name and their favorite place to walk/bike in Tacoma.  

 

III. Public Comment 5:45 

Five members of the public were in attendance.  

 Kit expressed concerns about Puyallup Ave, Bridge Industrial Project, and S 56th.  

IV. Business Items:           5:50 
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• Tacoma Dome Access Improvements (TDAI) & BPTAG Letter to City Council 
Tacoma Dome Access Improvements | Tacoma Dome Access Improvements | Sound Transit 
 
Principal Planner, Liz Kaster, provided a presentation discussing priority Tacoma Dome 
Access Improvements projects, eligible for funding from Sound Transit. Staff highlighted the 
projects under consideration - including Puyallup Avenue, D St/McKinley Ave and 
intersection/corridor improvements for safety and accessibility. The City’s highest priority is 
the Puyallup Ave Corridor Project that will build out the regional active transportation 
network, including the spuyaləpabš Rrail. The second highest priority project is D 
Street/McKinley. Member Steve Demmer asked the City to consider a more robust barrier 
than tuff curb for the pedestrian lane. Member Thomas expressed the existing concerns 
going uphill on D St and mentioned fencing and debris being an issue. The group discussed 
the Pacific Av project. Member Thomas mentioned that potentially 27th St would be their 
preferred crossing locations. TDAI improvements are expected to be completed by 2032.  
 
Co-Chair Sara led a discussion on the letter going to City Council regarding Sound Transit 
Tacoma Dome Access Improvement Projects (TDAI). Members partook in a detailed 
conversation. Member Amy asked about requirements for bicycle parking. Member Steve 
desired clarification on existing parking demand and updated data was shared. Members 
discussed and made edits to the draft letter.  
 
Member Dmitri made a motion to approve the letter. Member Jami seconded. The motion 
passed as presented with minor adjustments. 
 

• 2025 Active Transportation Highlights  
Principal Planner Liz Kaster and Community Engagement Coordinator Jackie Kaiser shared 
an overview of Active Transportation highlights completed in 2025. 
 

• Staff Updates 
o Driver Safety Campaign: The City of Tacoma has launched a new Driver Safety 

Campaign aimed at reducing crashes and improving safety for people walking, 
rolling, and biking across the region. Funded by a grant from the Washington Traffic 
Safety Commission (WTSC), the campaign supports Vision Zero and Safe Routes to 
School goals through education, outreach, and positive, action-oriented messaging. 
The campaign highlights simple, high-impact actions drivers can take every day to 
help create safer streets. Messages are being posted weekly on Facebook and 
Instagram now through March 18, 2026. The cities of Puyallup, University Place, and 
Fircrest have all joined the campaign to amplify reach and promote consistent safety 
messaging across the region. This multi-jurisdiction partnership is part of a collective 
effort to reduce barriers to using active transportation, with grant funding from the 
Puget Sound Regional Council. 

o Crafting Up Visibility: Tuesday, February 3rd 5-7pm at the Tacoma Public Library 
South Tacoma Branch - 3411 S 56th St, Tacoma, WA 98409 

o Volunteer needed for Youth BPTAG interviews – Member Dmitri volunteered. 
o Interest in joining Streets Initiative Two as the BPTAG representative. Amy and Sara 

are interested and requested additional information.   

• Volunteer Assignment Updates: 
o Transportation Commission: Transportation Commissioner, Richard Gardner, 

provided a summary of Transportation Commission’s discussion on automated 
enforcement.  

https://www.soundtransit.org/system-expansion/tacoma-dome-access-improvements
https://www.facebook.com/mobility253/
https://www.instagram.com/tacomamobility/?hl=en


 

 

o Parks Tacoma: Julian Helmer reported that the Pt. Defiance Loop Trail project is 
halfway completed and scheduled to be completed in early summer 2026.  

o Sound Transit: No additional updates.  
 
  

V. Adjourn           7:10PM  

Co-Chair Sara adjourned the meeting at 7:10 PM.  

The City of Tacoma does not discriminate on the basis of disability in any of its programs, activities, 
or services. To request this information in an alternative format or to request a reasonable 
accommodation, please contact the City’s Active Transportation Coordinator, Liz Kaster, at (253) 
363-1135 (voice), lkaster@tacoma.gov or via TTY/ASCII at (800) 833-6388 

mailto:lkaster@tacoma.gov

