
 

 

 
Minutes 

City of Tacoma Equity in Contracting Advisory Committee 

Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2026 
Time: 7:30am – 9:30am 

Location: Tacoma Municipal Building, Room 243, 747 Market Street, Tacoma Washington 98402 
 

Zoom Information 

Dial: 253-215-8782  
Meeting Link: https://zoom.us/j/93921755135?pwd=UHB1Ym00dGJWZmtLeUE3cHBNWDFKdz09 
Webinar ID: 939 2175 5135 
Passcode: 959442 
 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Catina Patton called the meeting to order at 7:35AM 

 

II. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
City Staff Malika Godo provided the Statement of Purpose to note the purpose of the meeting.  

 

III. LAND AKNOWLEDGEMENT 
City Staff Linda Cerna stated the Land Acknowledgement. 

 

IV. ROLL CALL – EIC Advisory Committee 
Present (9 members) 

1. Certified Business No. 1: Catina Patton 

2. Certified Business 2: Angela Michaelis 

3. Certified Business 3: Rahsaan Freeman 

4. Certified Business 4: Scott Lundt 

5. Council District 1: VACANT 

6. Council District 2: Thomas Ebenhoh 

7. Council District 3: Kate Ginn 

8. Council District 4: VACANT 

9. Council District 5: Christopher Brown 

10. Union Signatory Firm: Justin Baker 

11. TPU Service Area 2: Michael Jordan 

12. TPU Service Area 3: Khadi Berete 

Absent (excused) 
1. TPU Service Area 1: Sushil Nihal 

Absent (unexcused) 
2. Large Prime: Clint Myers 

 

V. Consent Agenda & Minutes 
a. Approval of February 18, 2026 Meeting Minutes and May 20, 2026 Agenda  

Motion to approve the agenda made by Committee Member Tom Ebenhoh seconded by Committee Member 

Scott Lundt. No added comments or discussion 

b. Motion passes and the February 18, 2026 Meeting Minutes and May 20, 2026 Agenda are approved. 
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VI. City Staff Updates – City Staff 
 

a. City of Tacoma & Community Workforce Agreement (CWA) 

Deborah Trevorrow presented information about Community Workforce Agreements (CWAs), explaining that 

while a CWA task force was assembled in 2018, they ultimately recommended strengthening existing programs 

like LEAP and EIC instead of implementing a formal CWA. Two upcoming meetings were announced: one for 

prime contractors on May 29 and another for subcontractors on June 10, both to be held in the municipal 

building. Chair Catina Patton requested a virtual attendance option for the meetings due to scheduling conflicts 

and City staff agreed to follow up with the advisory committee about virtual participation possibilities. 

 

b. 2026 Outreach/Workshop Updates 

Linda Cerna reported on the successful Grit City Connect 2026 event which attracted 205 people including 24 

prime contractors and 12 technical advisors. City staff are planning several upcoming events including a 

Preparing to Bid class with APEX in July and an Access to Capital class in August led by the Advisory Committee. 

Member Rahsaan Freeman provided positive feedback on the event (Grit City Connect), noting good attendance 

and successful networking opportunities, while Linda Cerna also mentioned receiving praise from an Oregon-

based company that recently opened an office in Tacoma and made valuable connections at the event. 

 

The group discussed plans for promoting the 2027 Grit City event, with Chair Catina Patton offering to help 

promote it through her Association of Women and Minority Businesses (AWMB) board connections and 

suggesting that advisory committee members could help with tabling. Linda Cerna agreed to schedule meetings 

starting in October and keep the advisory committee informed throughout the process. The discussion included 

feedback from Member Chris Brown about the previous event, including suggestions for improving workshop 

announcements and aisle space for wheelchair access, and explored options for advisory committee members 

to represent both their businesses and the committee at future events. 

 

VII. Committee Updates 

 

a. MBE EV Funding Committee Meeting 

The meeting began with discussions about funding challenges and potential PSE grants for MBEs working in 

electric vehicle sectors. The committee convened with a quorum of six members plus two in-person attendees, 

though they noted they couldn't make formal decisions without a full quorum of seven members. Catina served 

as the first chair of the meeting and requested guidance on parliamentary procedures, with Equity offering to 

send Robert's Rules of Orders for reference. 

 

b. Subcommittee Updates and Transitions 

The meeting focused on updates from various subcommittees and discussions about leadership transitions. 

Chris reported on LGBTQ and veteran-owned business tracking, noting that 5 LGBTQ vendors received contracts 

in Tacoma, with opportunities to expand this tracking. The workforce subcommittee discussed a potential rule 

regarding self-performing bidders for projects under $2 million, which is currently under legal review. Scott 

provided an update on the Access to Capital Workshop planned for August 26th, confirming it will be held at 

Edison Square with a panel format featuring lenders representing different types of institutions. The committee 

agreed to establish subcommittee leads, with Casey taking on calendar and communication coordination while 

subcommittee members would lead content for their respective areas. Malika announced her departure from 

her role and expressed gratitude to the committee for their collaboration. 
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c. Board Position Recruitment Strategies 

The group discussed strategies for promoting board and advisory committee positions at upcoming events, with 

Linda suggesting that City of Tacoma representatives could coordinate with business tables to direct participants 

to available opportunities. They confirmed that the City will have a booth at the Regional Contractors Forum in 

October, and discussed the importance of summer outreach events including street fairs and Pride events. 

Malika reported that the EIC advisory committee recruitment period closed on May 18, with applications being 

reviewed by staff and the Economic Development Committee chair, and Kacee mentioned that the clerk's office 

would contact applicants about next steps. 

 

d. Future Meetings – A special meeting can be scheduled if needed 

Next Regular Meetings  

August 19, 2026 

November 18, 2026 

 

e. Committee Member Required Training 

EIC Advisory Members were advised to complete their training by visiting https://www.atg.wa.gov/open-

government-training 

 

VIII. Public Comment 

No public comment was received in writing, and no one attending online requested to speak for public 

comment. 

 

Action items:  

- Schedule officer handoff meeting and invite Catina Patton, Tom Ebenhoh, Michael Jordan and Scott Lundt 

- Schedule subcommittee meetings 

- Update Bylaws and send to new chair Catina Patton for signature 

- Send new Bylaws to the whole committee before next meeting 

Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned at 8:55 AM 
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