AGENDA MEMBERS

City Events and Recognitions Committee Jessica Johnston, Chair
(CERC) Alex Domine, Vice Chair
Keoni Ho
Date: Wednesday, March 19, 2025 Tim Fairley
CITY OF Time: 4:00-5:30 pm Jacob Tice
Tacoma Location: Virtual and in-person (see below) Dallisa Hocking

The City Events and Recognitions Committee is administered by the City of EXCUSED

Tacoma’s Tacoma Venues & Events department. Kirsten Putman, Interim Treasurer
STAFF ABSENT
Ashley Young, Community Events Coordinator Jill Sparks

Tammi Bryant, Asst Director, Tacoma Venues & Events
Hillary Brenner, Marketing Director

Jerrol Anonuevo, Marketing Coordinators

DeMeSHee Pye, Community Impact Coordinator

INFORMATION ABOUT VIRTUAL AND IN-PERSON MEETINGS

Virtual attendance: The meeting can be attended at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83862217228, or by
dialing (253) 215-8782 and entering the webinar ID 838 6221 7228 when prompted. A passcode should not
be required. Microphones will be muted, and cameras turned off for all meeting attendees, except for City
Events and Recognitions Committee members and presenters.

In-person attendance: The meeting can be attended at the Tacoma Municipal Building, 747 Market Street,
Room 248.

Public comment: The public may give oral comments related to agenda items at the beginning of the
meeting. Speakers will have anywhere from 90 seconds to three minutes to provide comment, depending
on the available time on the agenda. Or, the public may submit general comments in writing by 4:00 PM on
the Wednesday of the meeting. Written comments should be emailed and include “CERC Meeting, July 19,
2023 2023" in the subject line.

Bus Routes & Bike Parking: Here's some potential language: The Tacoma Municipal Building is served by
Pierce Transit bus routes 1, 2, 11, 16, 45, and 57. Visit www.tripplanner.piercetransit.org to find your route.
The Tacoma Municipal Building also has bike racks at the Market Street and St. Helens Ave entrances. Visit
www.cityoftacoma.org/mobility for a map of Tacoma bikeways.

1. Call to Order Chair Johnston 4:00 pm
Land acknowledgement
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“l would like to acknowledge that we rest on the traditional homelands of the Puyallup
people, where they make their homes and speak the Lushootseed (luh-shoot-seed)
language.”

2. Warm-up / Check-ins Vice Chair Domine 4:05 pm
- Facilitated by Vice Chair Domine: Each member shared what superpower they would choose.

3. Meeting Discussions City of Tacoma Staff & CERC Members 4:10 pm
- CODA 2025
Ashley reported that 44 nominations had been submitted, and additional last-minute
entries were expected. The committee was reminded that any last-minute nominees should
still be invited to participate in the community showcase.

Suggestions for the program included checking with Tacoma Little Theatre to determine
whether performers from The Rocky Horror Show would be available, reaching out to the
Puyallup Tribe, and contacting Asia Pacific Cultural Center to see if fire dancers would be
available. The committee also discussed the possibility of utilizing the Tacoma Dome
Exhibition Hall and inquiring about fire use regulations. Jacob offered to connect the
committee with a punk rock band he has access to.

Ashley committed to sending the committee a sponsorship one-sheet. Questions were
raised about whether individuals can sponsor or donate to the event. The committee also
explored whether sponsors could have tables at the event, perhaps for visibility rather than
conducting business.

They also discussed whether vendors should be allowed to pay for table space. The idea of
organizing an auction to raise funds was mentioned, and the committee agreed to ask
Jennifer for her opinion on the matter. There was general support for establishing a
sponsorship subcommittee to coordinate these efforts.

- Retreat Recap
Chair Johnston reflected positively on the recent committee retreat, stating that the
amount of time and activity felt appropriate. The group agreed that the retreat was
productive but emphasized the need for clearer takeaways and actionable items in the
future. Budget discussions occupied a significant portion of the retreat and may be
structured differently next year.

4. Update on Agenda and February minutes
- February Minutes will be presented in Aprils meeting for approval

5. Consent Agenda Chair Johnston 4:30 pm
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9.

Motion: Jacob
Second: Jill
Motion: Carries

Staff Updates City of Tacoma Staff 4:35 pm

- Marketing Update- Jerrol Anonuevo
Jerrol shared that recruitment applications are now open and can be accessed through
tacomavenues.org under the News section. Recruitment has also been promoted on social
media. He also highlighted that Jasmine is working with an intern from the School of IDEA
and encouraged members to follow Tacoma Venues & Events on Instagram to learn more.
Jessica complimented Jerrol and noted that she had provided positive feedback about him
during a CBC orientation session.

Sub-Committee Updates Chair Johnston 4:45 pm
Chair Johnston facilitated a discussion on subcommittee structure and assignments.

The Engagement subcommittee will adjust its approach and work more directly with
DeMeSHee. Committee members will have opportunities to attend community events where
the committee has a presence.

A Sponsorship subcommittee was discussed as a valuable potential addition.

Committee members reviewed participant involvement in the various subcommittees. Each
subcommittee will self-appoint a chair who will report to the larger committee at least four
times per year.

New Business Chair Johnston 5:00 pm
Keoni shared an anecdote from a visit to South Africa, where a community member responded
to his question about reducing violence by emphasizing the importance of holding more
community events and gatherings.

Dallisa shared that when she recently moved to a new city, knowing there were community
events she could attend gave her comfort and helped her feel more connected. Both reflections
underscored the importance of community events in fostering connection and well-being.

Items for Future Agendas Staff- Ashley Young 5:20 pm

- Ashley Young reviewed topics to consider for upcoming meetings. These included a deep
dive into the roles of Tacoma Venues & Events staff, gathering committee feedback on ways
to enhance event booths at tabled events, and reviewing feedback on funded events to
assess their effectiveness.
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- She also suggested the formation of a sponsorship subcommittee and proposed exploring
how members of the public find out about CERC and its events.

10. Public Comment on Agenda Items Chair Johnston / Attendees 5:25 pm
When commenting, please address the chair, and restrict comments to 3
minutes each.
Zoom link for public attendees: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83862217228
Call in by phone: 253-215-8782

No public comments were submitted or recorded during the meeting.

11. Adjourn Chair Johnston 5:30 pm
First: Jacob
Second: Dallisa
Motion: Carries

MEETING FREQUENCY
Every Third Wednesday of every month at 4:00 pm, at the Tacoma Municipal Building (747 Market St.), room
248, and on Zoom. All meetings of the City Events and Recognition Committee are open to the public.

please contact Tacoma Venues & Events staff at communityevents@cityoftacoma.org. TTY or speech
to speech users please dial (253) 581-5820 to connect with Washington Relay Services.

E\ To request this information in an alternative format or to request a reasonable accommodation,
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