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The City’s Events and Recognitions Committee is administered by the City 

of Tacoma’s Tacoma Venues & Events department. 
         

 

 

1. Call to Order    Chair Johnston    4:00 pm 

Land acknowledgement 

“I would like to acknowledge that we rest on the traditional homelands of the Puyallup 

people, where they make their homes and speak the Lushootseed (luh-shoot-seed) 

language.” 

 

Committee Members in Attendance:  

Jessica Johnston, Chair 

Keoni Ho 

Tim Fairley  

Jill Sparks  

Nathan Donnel 

Cydney Stephens 

Thai Vo 

Janet Bissel 

 

Committee Members Excused: 

Jacob Tice, Vice Chair  

Kirsten Putman, Treasurer 

Alex Domine 

 

City Staff in Attendance: 

Jerrol Anonuevo  

Hillary Brenner  

Tammi Bryant  

DeMeSHee Pye 

MEMBERS 

Jessica Johnston, Chair 

Jacob Tice, Vice Chair 

Kirsten Putman, Treasurer 

Alex Domine 

Keoni Ho 

Tim Fairley  

Jill Sparks  

Nathan Donnel 

Cydney Stephens 

Thai Vo 

Janet Bissel 

 

MINUTES     

City’s Events and Recognitions 
Committee (CERC) 
 
Date: Wednesday, July 16, 2025 

Time: 4:00-5:30 pm 

Location: Virtual and in-person (see below) 
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2. Roll Call    Vice Chair Domine    4:02 pm 

Ice Breaker: Members and staff shared their tenure on the committee and special skills as they 

relate to CERC. New members were asked to introduce themselves and share their special skills 

as it relates to CERC. 

 

3. Meeting Discussions   City of Tacoma Staff & CERC Members 4:10 pm 

            Subcommittee Overview  

Chair Johnston introduced the following active subcommittees and described their purpose: 

Sponsorship: Aimed at securing private sector support to reduce reliance on City general funds. 

Special Event Funding: Oversees allocation of funds to community events (e.g.,  PorchFest, 

Pride). 

City of Destiny Awards- Recognizes outstanding community members and programs. 

MLK Celebration- Annual celebration honoring the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

4. Approve Minutes    Chair Johnston    4:25 pm 

Motion: Thai Vo 

Seconded: Nathan Donnel 

Motion: Carries 

 

5. Consent Agenda   Chair Johnston    4:30 pm 

Motion: Thai Vo 

Seconded: Nathan Donnel 

Motion: Carries 

 

6. Staff Updates    City of Tacoma Staff    4:35 pm 

Staff Updates  

DeMeSHee Pye and Tammi Bryant presented an overview of Tacoma Venues & Events (TVE), 

emphasizing its function as an enterprise fund not supported by general taxpayer dollars. Key 

TVE divisions and their support to CERC were discussed.  

 

Orientation Announcement  

Demeshee Pye announced a new member orientation scheduled for Tuesday, July 30 at 4:00 

PM via Zoom. Members who cannot attend were instructed to contact Demeshee, Ashley 

Young, or Chair Johnston in advance.  

 

7. Sub-Committee Updates  Chair Johnston    4:45 pm 

Subcommittee business was not discussed  
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8. New Business    Chair Johnston    5:00 pm 

New Business was not discussed  

 

9. Items for Future Agendas  Staff- Ashley Young    5:20 pm 

No Future Items discussed  

 

10. Public Comment on Agenda Items Chair Johnston / Attendees   5:25 pm 

No Public Comment 

 

11. Adjourn    Chair Johnston    5:30 pm 

Motion: Thai Vo 

Seconded: Nathan Donnel 

 

 

 

MEETING FREQUENCY 

Every Third Wednesday of every month at 4:00 pm, at the Tacoma Municipal Building (747 Market St.), room 

248, and on Zoom. All meetings of the City Events and Recognition Committee are open to the public.  

 

 

To request this information in an alternative format or to request a reasonable accommodation, 

please contact Tacoma Venues & Events staff at communityevents@cityoftacoma.org. TTY or speech 

to speech users please dial (253) 581-5820 to connect with Washington Relay Services. 
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