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The City Events and Recognitions Committee is administered by the City of 
Tacoma’s Tacoma Venues & Events department. 
         
 
 

 
1. Call to Order    Chair Johnston    4:00 pm 

Land acknowledgement 
“I would like to acknowledge that we rest on the traditional homelands of the Puyallup 
people, where they make their homes and speak the Lushootseed (luh-shoot-seed) 
language.” 

 

Committee Members in Attendance:  
Jessica Johnston, Chair 
Keoni Ho 
Tim Fairley  
Jill Sparks  
Nathan Donnel 
Cydney Stephens 
Thai Vo 
Janet Bissel 
Alex Domine 
Jacob Tice, Vice Chair  
 
Committee Members Excused: 
Kirsten Putman, Treasurer 
 
City Staff in Attendance: 
Jerrol Anonuevo  
DeMeSHee Pye 
Jasmine Cawley 
 

MEMBERS 
Jessica Johnston, Chair 
Jacob Tice, Vice Chair 
Kirsten Putman, Treasurer 
Alex Domine 
Keoni Ho 
Tim Fairley  
Jill Sparks  
Nathan Donnel 
Cydney Stephens 
Thai Vo 
Janet Bissel 
 

MINUTES     
City Events and Recognitions Committee 
(CERC) 
 
Date: Wednesday, August 20, 2025 
Time: 4:00-5:30 pm 
Location: Virtual and in-person (see below) 
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2. Roll Call    Vice Chair Tice    4:02 pm 
- Warmups & Check-Ins 
Ice Breaker: Members and staff shared answers to the prompt “If you could choose to live as 
just a person in any fictional universe, what universe would that be?” 
 

3. Staff Updates    City of Tacoma Staff    4:35 pm 
Marketing Update 
Marketing reported ongoing CERC Spotlight features and invited any member who wished to 
refresh their bio to request the link; members were asked to amplify Special Events Funding 
posts and MLK nomination content.  
 
Engagement 
Thanks were offered to members sharing tabling photos, which are being used in graphics. 
Community Engagement reported upcoming TVE tabling at Hilltop Street Fair and PARK(ing) 
Day and reminded the committee that TVE tablers are volunteers; members with questions or 
issues should contact Ashley Young, Chair Johnston, or DeMeSHee Pye. Staff will email a 
consolidated list of tabling dates. 
 
Special Event Funding 
The Special Events Funding program will open in September and close in October, with two 
Q&A sessions; printed materials for funding, MLK, and related programs are available on 
request. 

 
4. Approve Minutes    Chair Johnston    4:25 pm 

Motion: Jacob 
Second: Nathan 
Motion: Carries 
 

5. Meeting Discussions   City of Tacoma Staff & CERC Members 4:10 pm 

The committee held a structured discussion on the 2026 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration 
with feedback from Mayor Woodards. Members affirmed a call-to-action approach centered 
on volunteerism and community service, including a resource fair and multiple “acts of 
service” stations (e.g., book and food drives, hygiene-bag assembly, Parks sign-ups, and 
Litter253 registration) utilizing three ballrooms and potentially the back half of the Exhibition 
Hall. The committee discussed aligning with partner events (e.g., Washington State History 
Museum), leveraging on-stage participants to drive attendance, and seeking local partners for 
food and beverage. The Mayor offered to co-sign a sponsorship letter with the Chair and to 
assist with keynote outreach; members also discussed the benefits of a local news personality 
serving as a recurring emcee and reviving an audition/all-call process for volunteer groups. 
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6. Consent Agenda   Chair Johnston    4:30 pm 
- Vote on 2026 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration theme, “Community in Service: A Path 

to Action” 
Motion: Thai 
Second: Janet 
Motion: Carries 

 
7. Sub-Committee Updates  Chair Johnston    4:45 pm 

Sponsorship will reconvene to streamline tiers for approachability and flexibility at higher 
levels. The MLK subcommittee plans a call for artists requiring a 60-second audition video for 
review. Funding reported that program language is with City leadership for approval. The 
Executive subcommittee met and will meet quarterly. 
 

8. New Business    Chair Johnston    5:00 pm 
None 
 

9. Items for Future Agendas  Staff- Ashley Young    5:20 pm 
Staff will present a sponsorship tier matrix for member outreach and bring forward next steps 
on the sponsorship database and MLK activations. 

 
10. Public Comment on Agenda Items Chair Johnston / Attendees   5:25 pm 

None 
 

11. Adjourn    Chair Johnston    5:30 pm 
Motion: Nathan  
Second: Thai 

 
 
 
MEETING FREQUENCY 
Every Third Wednesday of every month at 4:00 pm, at the Tacoma Municipal Building (747 Market St.), room 
248, and on Zoom. All meetings of the City Events and Recognition Committee are open to the public.  
 
 

To request this information in an alternative format or to request a reasonable accommodation, 
please contact Tacoma Venues & Events staff at communityevents@cityoftacoma.org. TTY or speech 
to speech users please dial (253) 581-5820 to connect with Washington Relay Services. 
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