MINUTES MEMBERS

City’s Events and Recognitions Jessica Johnston, Chair

Committee (CERC) Jacob Tice, Vice Chair
Kirsten Putman, Treasurer
Date: Wednesday, September 17, 2025 Alex Domine
CITY OF Time: 4:00-5:30 pm Keoni Ho
Tacoma Location: Virtual and in-person (see below) Tim Fairley
Jill Sparks
The City’s Events and Recognitions Committee is administered by the City Nathan Donnel
of Tacoma’s Tacoma Venues & Events department. Cydney Stephens
Thai Vo
Janet Bissel

Committee Members in Attendance:
Jessica Johnston, Chair
Jacob Tice, Vice Chair
Kirsten Putman, Treasurer
Keoni Ho

Tim Fairley

Jill Sparks

Nathan Donnel

Cydney Stephens

Thai Vo

Janet Bissel

Committee Members Excused:
Alex Domine

City Staff in Attendance:
Jerrol Anonuevo

Hillary Brenner

Jasmine Cawley
DeMeSHee Pye

Ashley Young

1. Call to Order Chair Johnston 4:00 pm
Land acknowledgement
“l would like to acknowledge that we rest on the traditional homelands of the Puyallup
people, where they make their homes and speak the Lushootseed (luh-shoot-seed)
language.”
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Roll Call Vice Chair Domine 4:02 pm

Meeting Discussions City of Tacoma Staff & CERC Members 4:10 pm
2026 Retreat Planning

The committee discussed the 2026 retreat format and timing, favoring February. Topics will
include five- to ten-year planning, subcommittee breakout sessions, performance review
(what’s working/what needs improvement), financial and sponsorship updates, and an excise-
tax update; members will consider dates and virtual participation options and confirm
subcommittee chairs. The committee also discussed CityLine participation and presenter
rotation, and the Chair expressed gratitude to members.

Approve Minutes Chair Johnston 4:25 pm
Motion: Kirsten Putman

Second: Nathan Donnel

Motion: Carries

Consent Agenda Chair Johnston 4:30 pm
Motion: Jacob Tice

Second: Kirsten Putman

Motion: Carries

Staff Updates City of Tacoma Staff 4:35 pm
Marketing- Jerrol Anonuevo

Marketing reported that TVE is hosting three college interns (Events, Data, Marketing); MLK
nominations are open and a flyer is available; Special Events Funding opens Thursday with a
flyer; members were asked to use the “Connect with Us” flyer, share the community
newsletter, and note “Socktober at the Dome” in October. Thanks were extended to members
for bios/headshots and tabling photos used in graphics.

Engagement- DeMeSHee Pye

Community Impact reported upcoming TVE tabling at PARK(ing) Day and the Festival of Light,
and a volunteer opportunity at the Dome’s Turkey Drive on November 18; members may
contact DeMeSHee Pye or attend directly.

Special Events Funding- Ashley Young

Special Events Funding reported that applications are open; program language has been
updated to emphasize access, opportunity, and belonging; members were reminded to
mention the City Event Services program to applicants.
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Additional Updates- Ashley Young
Staff noted that the Chair will brief the Economic Development Committee on September 30
regarding CERC’s contributions.

7. Sub-Committee Updates Chair Johnston 4:45 pm
Sponsorship- Keoni Ho
Sponsorship finalized a restructured tier matrix to increase approachability and flexibility at
higher levels, identified opportunities for presenting partners for specific program elements,
compiled an initial list of 100+ prospect organizations, and will produce a one-sheet and cover
letter; signatures from the Mayor and Council Member Daniels will be sought.

MLK- Ashley Young

The MLK subcommittee anticipates inviting Kwabi to return as emcee; dance groups identified
by Janet Bissel will be forwarded to staff; keynote confirmation is pending. Special Events
Funding reiterated that applications are open.

8. New Business Chair Johnston 5:00 pm
No new business was discussed

9. Items for Future Agendas Staff- Ashley Young 5:20 pm
Members will sign up for future CityLine appearances; staff will present the MLK sponsorship
one-sheet and outline shared use of the sponsor database.

10. Public Comment on Agenda Items Chair Johnston / Attendees 5:25 pm
None
11. Adjourn Chair Johnston 5:30 pm

Motion: Nathan Donnel
Seconded: Jacob Tice

MEETING FREQUENCY
Every Third Wednesday of every month at 4:00 pm, at the Tacoma Municipal Building (747 Market St.), room
248, and on Zoom. All meetings of the City Events and Recognition Committee are open to the public.

please contact Tacoma Venues & Events staff at communityevents@cityoftacoma.org. TTY or speech
to speech users please dial (253) 581-5820 to connect with Washington Relay Services.

E\ To request this information in an alternative format or to request a reasonable accommodation,
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