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How-To Make Felted Wool Dryer Balls

Supplies: 

• 1-2 skeins of 100% wool yarn. 

• Crochet hook or blunt-tipped needle 

• Scissors

• Knee-high nylons or legs cut from pantyhose

• Cotton string or acrylic yarn to secure wool balls 
in nylon stocking

Note: 100% Worsted Wool is good. Roving Wool is 
thicker, lightly spun, and felts very well. Do Not Use 
synthetic yarns with acrylic or blends or wool that is 
labeled “machine washable” or “superwash.”  They 
Will Not Felt. 

How-To make felted wool dryer balls: (Ideal to use 4-7 per load)

TIP: Pull wool from skein while working (don’t cut yards off). 

1. Wrap yarn around your first two fingers 10-12 times.

2. Pinch wrapped yarn in the middle, remove fingers, wrap 5-6 times around the middle bundle.

3. Wrap yarn tightly around the entire bundle, turning the ball to cover all sides. Continue wrapping 
tightly to reach your preferred size. Tennis ball size saves yarn; bigger size cuts drying time. 

4. Use a crochet hook or blunt-tipped yarn needle to pull end of yarn under several layers in yarn 
ball, repeat from different direction, then pull yarn out and cut the end. 

5. Using pantyhose legs or knee-high nylons, put a yarn ball in the toe, twist and tie the nylon with 
string or cotton/acrylic yarn to separate, add another ball, tie, and repeat. 

Felting the Dryer Balls:

Toss the yarn caterpillar in with towels using a hot wash cycle with a cold-water rinse. Then dry with 
towels on the hottest setting. To test, remove the end ball from the nylon when dry and gently scrape 
over the ball to see if strands separate. If they stay intact and the surface is smooth, it’s felted. If not, 
repeat the washing and drying cycles.

See the EnviroHouse How-To video on making felted wool dryer balls, visit  
http://y2u.be/PQenIxdfn2o. Community members can also register for upcoming 
EnviroHouse workshops at cityoftacoma.org/workshops or call (253) 573-2426. 



Discovering the 16th Annual 
South Sound Sustainability Expo

What is the South Sound Sustainability Expo all about?

The Expo is a free, family-friendly event that brings together neighbors, non-profit organizations, businesses, 
and government agencies who share a commitment to fostering an environmentally sustainable South Sound 
region. For 16 years, it has been one of the largest celebrations of environmentalism in the area.

When and where is the 2024 Expo taking place?

The 16th Annual South Sound Sustainability Expo is scheduled for Saturday, April 13, 2024, from 10 a.m. to  
3 p.m. The event will take place on the University of Washington Tacoma campus, spanning the picturesque 
Prairie Line Trail and into Tollefson Plaza.

What can attendees expect at the Expo?

Attendees will enjoy connecting with nearly 100 vendors and learning more about the wide variety of 
environmental initiatives, programs, and perspectives in our region. Folks should expect to learn something 
new and be inspired to take active roles in promoting sustainability and community resilience in their daily lives!

How does the Expo support and contribute to the community?

The Expo is meant to serve as a platform for networking, learning, and collaboration. Every aspect of the event 
is designed to encourage individuals to take active roles in promoting sustainability and resilience in their 
communities. The Expo also offers free vendor registration (regardless of for-profit status) to any organization 
owned, operated, or that directly serves frontline or historically underrepresented communities. 

How can people get involved or find more information?

If you’re interested in participating, attending, or learning more about the 16th Annual South Sound 
Sustainability Expo, visit southsoundsustainabilityexpo.org or call the Office of Environmental Policy and 
Sustainability at (253) 591-5172. See you at the Expo!

The South Sound Sustainability Expo will return to downtown Tacoma on Saturday,  
April 13, 2024. Sustainability Specialist Carson Brock talks about what attendees can  
expect at this 16th annual event.

Q&A
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This calendar, specific to the area of the 
city in which you live, shows the weeks 
you set out your garbage and recycling 
and your yard/food waste containers. 
Garbage and recycling are set out on the 
same day and yard/food waste is set out 
by itself on alternating weeks. To find your 
collection day and the holiday collection 
schedule specific to your address, go to 
TacomaRecycles.org/collectionschedule.

 = set out garbage (green) and  
  recycling (blue) containers on your 
  regular collection day 
 = set out yard/food waste (brown) 

  containers on your regular collection  

  day

Collection Schedule
2024 Garbage, 

Recycling and  
Yard/Food Waste

South

HOLIDAY COLLECTION SCHEDULE
If your regular pickup day is... Your pickup day will be...

Christmas Day 2023     

Monday, December 25  
Tuesday, December 26  
Wednesday, December 27 
Thursday, December 28  
Friday, December 29

Tuesday, December 26  
Wednesday, December 27 
Thursday, December 28 
Friday,  December 29 
Saturday, December 30

New Year’s Day 2024  Monday, January 1 
Tuesday, January 2 
Wednesday, January 3 
Thursday, January 4 
Friday, January 5

Tuesday, January 2  
Wednesday, January 3  
Thursday, January 4 
Friday,  January 5 
Saturday , January 6

Fourth of July 2024  Thursday, July 4 
Friday, July 5

Friday,  July 5 
Saturday, July 6

Thanksgiving 2024             Thursday, November 28
Friday, November 29

Friday, November 29
Saturday, November 30

Christmas Day 2024    Wednesday, December 25 
Thursday, December 26 
Friday,  December 27

Thursday, December 26 
Friday,  December 27 
Saturday, December 28           

DECEMBER
 S M T W T F S

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
 29 30 31

SEPTEMBER
 S M T W T F S

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
 29 30 

JANUARY
 S M T W T F S

  1 2 3 4 5 6
 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
 28 29 30 31   

JULY
 S M T W T F S

  1 2 3 4 5 6
 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
 28 29 30 31   

MARCH
 S M T W T F S

      1 2
 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
 31   

JUNE
 S M T W T F S

       1
 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
 23 24 25 26 27 28 29
 30    

APRIL
 S M T W T F S

  1 2 3 4 5 6
 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
 28 29 30 

FEBRUARY
 S M T W T F S

     1 2 3
 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
 25 26 27 28 29

AUGUST
 S M T W T F S

     1 2 3
 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

MAY
 S M T W T F S

    1 2 3 4
 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
 26 27 28 29 30 31 

OCTOBER
 S M T W T F S

   1 2 3 4 5
 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
 27 28 29 30 31

NOVEMBER
 S M T W T F S

      1 2
 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
 24 25 26 27 28 29 30



In Tacoma there are many amazing options for local 
seasonal foods. Despite this bounty, food is one of 
the most abundant things that ends up in the landfill. 
Jennifer Johnson from Happy Belly Eatery & Juice 
Bar was featured on Urban Green where she shared a 
delicious curry recipe made up of bits and ends that 
typically goes to waste.

To view this Urban Tabletop segment from episode 21, 
visit cityoftacoma.org/UrbanGreen.

Green Recipe Revisited:  
Spicy Red Thai Curry 
Using Bits and Ends

BRIEFSNEWS

Free Sandbag Supplies
The City’s Public Works and Environmental 
Services departments are providing free sandbag 
supplies to the public for personal use. While 
supplies last, community members can come 
to one of two locations to shovel and load their 
own sandbags. Both locations are now open 
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
until March 30, 2024.

• Tacoma Asphalt Plant, check in at the front 
office at 3010 Center St. in Tacoma.  
Call (253) 591-5495 for more information.

• CTP TAGRO facility at 2301 Cleveland Way, 
gate 6 of the Central Treatment Plant.  
Call (253) 502-2150 for more information. 

Inclement Weather Resources
The City’s inclement weather page offers a 
number of helpful tips and tricks for this winter 
weather season. For instance, if residents need 
to report the location of a downed tree or a 
landslide in the right-of-way, they can call  
(253) 591-5495. Or, if a storm drain on a city 
street is clear, but there is still street flooding,  
a resident can report the location to  
(253) 591-5585. And when the weather turns 
snowy, this page offers winter weather resources, 
including the City’s snow routes map and a listing 
of weather-related street closures.  
For more information on this and more,  
visit cityoftacoma.org/inclementweather.

Holiday Light Recycling
Don’t forget that the Tacoma Recycle Center 
(3510 S. Mullen St.) accepts holiday lights year-
round. If lights are part of a decoration, they must 
be removed and recycled separately.  
Call (253) 502-2100 for more information. 

Liquids and Spices:  
Mix together in a large cooking 

pot before adding vegetables.

• 1.5 cups coconut milk

• 3/4 cup water 

• 2 tsp powdered vegetable 

stock

• 1/4 cup peanut butter 

• 1 tbsp red curry paste

• 2 tsp garlic puree

• 1 tsp ginger paste

• 3 tsp curry powder

• 2 tsp sea salt

• 1/4 cup chopped  

unsalted peanuts

Vegetables:  
Add to liquids and spices 

mixture. Reserve edible 

trimmings from  

cut vegetables.

• 2.5 cups carrot (sliced) 

• 1/4 cup jalapeños  

(fine dice) 

• 1 cup water chestnuts 

(roughly cut) 

• 1 cup onion (diced)

• 1/2 cup green onion  

(dice white part of onion 

and retain green part  

for garnish)

• 4 cups red bell pepper (2 

cups reserved for blending)

Cooking:  
Stir mixture frequently  

while cooking for 1 to 

1.5 hours on medium to 

medium-high heat. 

Final Blending Process: 
Once curry is cooked, 

use a slotted spoon 

and put 2 cups of curry 

vegetable chunks into 

blender with reserved 2 

cups red bell pepper and 

any vegetables trimmings 

(onion bits, carrot peels, 

etc.) with 1 cup liquid curry 

sauce from cooking pot. 

Blend until semi-smooth 

(30 - 60 seconds). Add 

blended mixture back to 

curry pot and stir well to 

incorporate.

Serve over fresh spinach 

and one 8 oz scoop of 

brown rice or preferred 

cooked grain and  

garnish with peanuts  

and green onion.
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Tackling Food Waste:
A Sustainable Step for Tacoma
Food waste is a persistent yet often underestimated issue with far-reaching consequences that extend beyond 
our plates. The average family of four spends around $1,600 annually on food that ends up in the trash. Every 
year, billions of dollars are wasted on food that goes uneaten in America. Beyond the financial aspect, wasted 
food puts an unnecessary strain on natural resources and contributes to climate change – with nearly 25% of 
our shared methane emissions coming from wasted food that ends up in a landfill.

The City of Tacoma understands the importance of 
tackling this issue head-on. Together, we can work 
to both reduce avoidable food waste, and handle 
unavoidable food waste responsibly. Avoidable 
waste includes edible food that is discarded, like 
leftovers or expired items.

Unavoidable waste consists of inedible parts 
such as eggshells, bones, and coffee grounds. 
Unavoidable waste can be responsibility disposed 
of in an in-sink grinder (or garbage disposal) or 
by being placed in your Solid Waste Management 
brown food and yard waste bin.

Avoidable food waste can be reduced by making 
smart shopping, cooking, and eating choices at 
home. Plan to make sure you have the appropriate 
ingredients on-hand for weekly meals. Shop your 
fridge, freezer, and pantry to see what you already 
have before buying new. Freezing extra portions for 
a future meal and tidying your refrigerator regularly 
can also help reduce the amount of avoidable food 
waste that ends up in a landfill. 

For more information about preventing food waste in Tacoma, visit  
cityoftacoma.org/foodwaste or call (253) 591-5172.

ARTICLE
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DECEMBER

25 City Services are Closed to Observe Christmas Day. Curbside pickup 
schedules for the week of December 25 will be one day later than your 
normal scheduled collection day

26 Tacoma Recycling Center, 3510 S. Mullen St., begins to accept unflocked, 
undecorated Christmas trees without stands

JANUARY

01 City Services are Closed to Observe New Year’s Day. Curbside pickup 
schedules for the week of January 1 will be one day later than your normal 
scheduled collection day

14 Last day to drop off your unflocked, undecorated Christmas tree without 
a stand at the Tacoma Recycle Center, 3510 S. Mullen St.

FEBRUARY

03 Pruning Fruit Trees, FREE, 10 a.m., EnviroHouse, 3510 S. Mullen St., Advance 
Registration required at cityoftacoma.org/workshops, or call (253) 573-2426 

03 Fruit Tree Selection & Care, FREE, noon, EnviroHouse, 3510 S. Mullen St., 
Advance Registration required at cityoftacoma.org/workshops,  
or call (253) 573-2426

10 Pruning Landscape Trees, FREE, 10 a.m., EnviroHouse, 3510 S. Mullen St., 
Advance Registration required at cityoftacoma.org/workshops, or call  
(253) 573-2426 

24 Grow Living Soils for Healthy, Productive Gardens, FREE, 10 a.m., 
EnviroHouse, 3510 S. Mullen St., Advance Registration required at 
cityoftacoma.org/workshops, or call (253) 573-2426 
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Practical Sustainability for Daily Life

From its inception, EnviroTalk has aimed to make 
environmental options practical and accessible 
to everyone. The newsletter has been a valuable 
resource for residents seeking sustainable solutions 
for their daily lives. Whether it’s tips on reducing
energy consumption, conserving water, or recycling 
effectively, EnviroTalk has consistently provided 
readers with actionable advice to minimize their 
environmental footprint.

Comprehensive Coverage of Utilities

EnviroTalk has been committed to covering all three Environmental Services utilities – Stormwater, Wastewater, 
and Solid Waste – and strives to educate residents about the critical infrastructure that sustains our city. Articles 
on these topics have not only explained the inner workings of these critical systems but also highlighted the 
importance of responsible consumption, waste management, and pollution prevention.

Impactful Policies and Plans

EnviroTalk has covered the development and implementation of larger city-wide policies and plans that directly 
impact its readers. The Environmental Action Plan and Climate Action Plan, for instance, have been covered in 
this newsletter, helping residents understand the City’s strategic approach to environmental sustainability. By 
providing insights and explanations, EnviroTalk has encouraged active participation in these initiatives.

Showcasing New Programs

Over the years, EnviroTalk has introduced readers to 
innovative programs like Grit City Trees and Tidy-Up 
Tacoma. These initiatives have not only improved the 
City’s green infrastructure but have also actively engaged 
residents in meaningful environmental work. EnviroTalk’s 
coverage has played a crucial role in spreading  
awareness and encouraging participation in these 
community-building projects.

A Look Back: 

Celebrating 15 Years of EnviroTalk

More than 60 percent of low-income families have  

no children’s books in the home. Your book donations 

to the new collection bin at the City of Tacoma Recycling 

Center will go to those Tacoma kids who need them 

most.

Donate new or used (in good condition) books at the 

Recycling Center (Tacoma Landfill), open from 8 a.m. 

to 6 p.m. daily. Communities in Schools of Tacoma will 

identify the schools in need.

Donation bins are provided by Reading Tree, a nonprofit 

organization with a mission to provide children from 

low-income families the opportunity to read and own 

books. Find other local Reading Tree collection bins at 

www.readingtree.org.

Donate books 

for Tacoma’s 

youth

Plastic bag drying rack
Using plastic bags is not 

ideal, but sometimes it can’t 

be avoided. To reduce the 

amount of waste that goes 

to the landfill, consider this 

EcoFind: a plastic bag drying 

rack. These simple, tree-like 

stands hold plastic bags 

upside down to dry after 

being washed with soap and 

warm water. Most bag dryers 

will hold resealable plastic 

bags, small sandwich bags or 

produce bags so you can use 

them again and again.

Plastic bag drying racks can 

be found online or in stores 

that carry environmentally 

friendly products.

Bacteria from dog 

poop and other pet 

waste can pollute 

water, suffocate fish 

and make people 

sick. So, please, do 

your part in keeping 

the streets and 

waterways clean.

Always remember to:

U Scoop the poop

U Put it in a  
plastic bag

U Place it in  
the garbage*

Thank 
you!

* You can also flush 

un-bagged pet waste 

down the toilet.

Remember 
to scoop 
the poop

Unless your pet  
can flush...

Remember 
to scoop 
the poop

Backwater valves 
allow only one-way flow 

from your household plumbing to the 
City’s sewer system. If there is a blockage or 

excess flow in the City’s sewer main, a properly 
operating backwater valve can close and prevent 

the sewage from backing up into your home through 
your household fixtures. Backwater valve protection is 

necessary when a building drain is lower than the  
nearest upstream sewer manhole.

If you have a backwater valve, remember to  
inspect its function at least every six months  

and clean it if necessary. 

For more information: (253) 502-2264 
mrose@cityoftacoma.org

Pr
ot

ec
t 

you
r home from sewage backups

greener cleaner

Did you know the numbers on 
plastic items don’t indicate if they are 
recyclable? 

To figure out if a plastic item is 
recyclable, focus on the shape—bags, 
bottles, jugs, jars, tubs—of the item. 
The plastics industry developed the 
numbers as an internal system to identify 
plastic resins with different chemical 
make-ups and melting temperatures, not 
necessarily as indicators of recyclability. 
Find a list of the most common 
accepted plastic items at www.
cityoftacoma.org/recyclingreview.

3

City of Tacoma Environmental Services awards 
up to $50,000 a year in environmental grants to 
help educate residents and protect and restore 
our surface water resources. Grants are open 
to anyone considering projects that focus on 
preventing pollution and protecting or restoring 
clean water within Tacoma city limits.

Previous Make 
a Splash grant-
funded projects 
include a marine 
science summer 
camp partnership, 

stream studies, educational puppet shows and 
native planting events completed by schools, 
community groups, businesses and nonprofit 
groups. 

Applications are available April 13. The application 
deadline is May 15. 

For more information: www.cityoftacoma.org/
makeasplash (253) 591-5588.

Was that me?
Q. How do I know if that oil spot is  
from my vehicle?
A. Simply place a piece of cardboard under 
your vehicle, wherever you suspect the leak. 
After several hours, check the cardboard for spots. If 
you see signs of leaks, use the cardboard to catch drips until you 
can get your vehicle repaired. Please remember that oil-stained 
cardboard must be discarded in  
the trash.

One leaky car might not seem like a big deal, but it all adds up …
www.cityoftacoma.org/surfacewater

Get cash to 
Make a 
Splash

Stop slugs in their tracks
Protect your plants this season from menacing slugs by luring 
them into a place where you can easily find them and transport 
them to another location or kill them. Simply set out small clay 
flowerpots turned upside down and propped up on one side 
with a flat rock. The dark, moist underside of the flowerpot will  
attract the slugs and you will know right where  
to look for them. These traps are attractive  
enough to use in flowerbeds, gardens  
or container plantings.

For more natural ideas  
like this one, visit  
www.cityoftacoma.org/ 
greenercleaners.

xxxxxxx
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Kitchen garden
n. A garden in which vegetables, fruits and herbs are grown for household consumption.A kitchen garden can be as simple or as complex as you desire – from an herb box  in the window to a picturesque yard full of edible landscaping. An edible garden is not only practical, it also makes a colorful conversation piece. 

Not sure where to start? Consult the experts. Ask your local nursery or bookseller for suggestions. 
And with the magic of a little TAGRO Mix or Potting Soil, you can turn your backyard, community garden plot or a container on your porch into a food-producing machine.TAGRO products are available year-round for pickup or delivery. 

To place an order or for more information:(253) 502-2150
www.tagro.com

FREE!
Gas mower recycling event

May 2-3
City of Tacoma Recycling Center

(Tacoma Landfill)
3510 S. Mullen St.

www.cityoftacoma.org/
naturalyards

Reduce yard waste – 
grasscycle

Grasscycling is a simple, natural approach to lawn care that leaves grass clippings on the lawn after mowing to decompose quickly and reducing the need for water and fertilizer use. 
F Mulch mowers (electric and gas) chop grass clippings into tiny bits and blow them down into the lawn, leaving no visible clippings.F Push-reel or regular mowers leave clippings on the surface to break down quickly.

Find discounted mulch mowers, push-reel mowers and other natural yard care products during Northwest Natural Yard Days, April 15 to May 15, at home improvement stores and local retailers.

Just need a little? 
E TAGRO Potting 

Soil is available 
by the bag 
at Portland 
Avenue Nursery, 
GardenSphere 
and Gray Lumber.

E Free TAGRO Mix 
(you shovel). 
Bring a shovel and 
bucket to 2201 
Portland Ave., 
Gate 5, and ask 
about free Mix.

Consider a kitchen garden

your budget: 

Put centsback in
some

FEATURE

In 2024, the Environmental Services Department will celebrate 15 years of EnviroTalk. 
This quarterly newsletter has played a crucial role in informing and engaging the Tacoma 
community on sustainability initiatives, projects, sustainable household improvement ideas, 
recipes, and resources. As we look back at the past 15 years, we are proud of the role that 
EnviroTalk has played in fostering a greener, more sustainable Tacoma.

Pictured: Pages from the very first edition of EnviroTalk.
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Think inside the box

Looking for a fun way to pack your 

lunch for work or school? Try a 

bento-style lunchbox. These fun 

lunch boxes come in all shapes, 

colors and environmentally 

friendly materials with a variety of 

compartments to keep your lunch 

items separated but compact. 

Some even have room for 

reusable silverware and a cloth 

napkin. Bento-style lunchboxes are 

available through many retailers.

On the go? 

Pack waste-free meals/snacks  

for these outings

Air travel

Road trips

The park

Family outings

Field trips

Picnics 

Day hikes

xx
xx
xx
x
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&
school   Make a

waste-free lu
nch

for

work

On average, a child using disposable products at lunch generates 67  

pounds of waste per school year. So just imagine the waste that adult  

lunches can create. 

Take a few moments to consider ways to reduce, reuse and recycle when 

packing lunches for school, work, travel or family outings, and you’ll soon  

be saving dollars as well as benefitting the environment.

Reduce

G Cut down on packaging by purchasing fresh produce and items in bulk.

G Avoid purchasing single-serve items like prepackaged veggies, chips, 

crackers, cookies, applesauce, cheese and yogurt.

G Reduce food waste by bringing unwanted leftovers or food scraps home 

to compost.

Reuse

G Use a lunch box or insulated lunch bag instead of paper or plastic bags.

G Use reusable containers instead of disposable plastic bags, plastic wrap, 

foil or wax paper.

G Use refillable drink bottles instead of juice boxes/pouches or aluminum 

cans.

G Use durable flatware instead of disposable plastic utensils.

G Use cloth napkins instead of paper napkins.

Recycle

G Search out recycle bins instead of 

tossing recyclables in the trash.

G If you can’t find a recycle bin at work 

or school, take your recyclables 

home.

Source: www.wastefreelunches.org

What you can do to keep 

Tacoma’s waterways clean:

•

 Walk or ride a bicycle instead 

of drive 

•

 Carpool or use mass transit

•

 Pick up after your pets

•

 Minimize use of yard chemicals

•

 Use a commercial car wash 

•

 Fix vehicle leaks

•

 Dispose of cigarettes properly

•

 Plant a tree

•

 Build a rain garden

•

 Use pavers in landscaping 

projects instead of pavement

xxx
xxx
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See if you can spot these improvements 

next time you attend a Tacoma Rainiers 

game:

G Tacoma’s first porous asphalt road

G Porous asphalt in the south parking lot

G Two rain gardens

G Sustainable landscaping and more 

than 100 new trees

G A wider street to accommodate 

shared bicycle access (and bike  

racks too!)

G Sidewalks for better pedestrian access

G Energy-efficient LED street lights

G Electric car charging stations

www.cityoftacoma.org/stormwater 

(253) 591-5585

Clay Huntington Way, the road to 

Cheney Stadium formerly known as 

Cheyenne Street, is now Tacoma’s 

first porous asphalt road. This type 

of paving improves water quality by 

filtering pollutants out of rainwater 

runoff and preventing erosion problems 

from heavy flows during storms. Part 

of the south parking lot also got an 

upgrade of porous asphalt. The Cheney 

Stadium Sustainable 

Stormwater Project 

received Greenroads 

Silver Certification 

in April. Greenroads 

is a sustainability rating 

system that encourages 

a holistic way of 

roadway design and 

construction. 

Summer 2012

for water pollution

preventionA
review

Food waste recycling

Are you recycling your food 

waste? We hope so. Here’s a 

reminder of the kinds of food 

allowed in your brown yard 

waste container:

Yes

•

 Fruit and vegetables

•

 Leftovers/kitchen 

scraps (including 

coffee 

grounds/

filters)

•

 Breads, grains, 

pasta, cereal

•

 Meat, poultry, seafood  

(including bones  

and shells)

•

 Dairy and eggs 

(including shells)

No
•

 Plastic, glass, metal

•

 Liquids, grease, oil

•

 Cardboard, pizza boxes

•

 Plastic or compostable 

bags

•

 Paper (OK to 

line bucket with 

newspaper or paper 

bag)

Tip: You may choose the 

types of food waste you 

recycle and at what time of 

the year.

www.TacomaRecycles.org

Winter 2015

WHAT IS  

TIMBER TRESPASS?
p. 3

2016 COLLECTION 

CALENDAR
p. 4

G R E E N  S M O O T H I E  

BASICS
p. 5

BIG & GREEN  
AND OH, SO CLEAN

p. 6 - 7

11/3/2015   1:17:35 PM

Spring/Summer 2022

FOCUS ON PROPER 
BATTERY DISPOSALp. 3

AIR QUALITY PARTNERSHIP p. 2

SELECTING THE RIGHT 
PLANTING POT p. 6

BIOGAS: CLEANER 
FUEL FOR A BRIGHTER 

CLIMATE FUTURE
p. 8-9

2022_Spring_Summer_Envirotalk-v6.indd   1

3/17/2022   2:57:58 PM

SPARKLING WITH RENEWED LIFEp. 8-9

FALL TREEMAINTENANCE p. 3
 MULTI-FAMILYRECYCLING UPDATE p. 4

COMPOST YARD WASTE 
p. 6

Fall 2021

THEA FOSS WATERWAY:

EnviroTalk_Fall_2021-v4.indd   1

Winter 2018

PLEDGE TO GET
ENERGIZED ABOUT

ELECTRIC
p. 2

2019 
COLLECTION

CALENDAR
p. 5

LOW-INCOME
ASSISTANCE 
AVAILABLE

p. 12

TREE CANOPY
GROWING TACOMA’S
p. 8-9

Connecting Residents with Workshops

EnviroTalk has been a go-to resource for 
information on hundreds of free EnviroHouse 
workshops over the years. These workshops have 
facilitated hands-on learning experiences for 
countless residents and covered topics ranging 
from sustainable gardening to energy-efficient 
home improvements, empowering individuals with 
the knowledge and skills to make eco-friendly 
choices in their daily life.

Local Resources and Spotlight on Organizations

EnviroTalk has been a timely resource for Tacoma residents, offering information on local sustainability 
resources and showcasing organizations and non-profits dedicated to environmental causes. By featuring the 
work of these organizations, the newsletter has encouraged community involvement and support for their  
vital efforts.

Looking ahead, EnviroTalk will continue to be a source of information for the Environmental Services 
Department programs, policies, and services. In the spirit of innovation and continuous improvement, we’re 
also considering new ways to reach our audience. As we move forward into 2024 and beyond, the possibility 
of EnviroTalk going digital is on the horizon. While we remain committed to our print edition for the time being, 
we also recognize the importance of staying in step with evolving technology and changing communication 
preferences. Stay tuned for exciting developments as we explore new ways to share EnviroTalk!

To explore past editions of EnviroTalk going back to 2009, visit cityoftacoma.org/EnviroTalk.

Spring/Summer 2016

ENVIRONMENTAL
ACTIONS

p. 3

FILTERED
FLOW
p. 4

CASTING
CALL
p. 8

p. 6 - 7

LIVE

& PLAY
PADDLE

WORK

Pictured: Various editions of EnviroTalk through the years.

Left to right: Fall 2009, Summer 2012, Winter 2015, Spring/Summer 2016, 
Winter 2018, Fall 2021, Spring/Summer 2022 
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1.) CELEBRATE 2.) WASTE, REDUCED 3.) ENVIRONMENTAL, SUSTAINABLE 
4.) SOUND, LARGEST 5.) WATER, MANAGEMENT

COMMUNITY TREES PROGRAM COORDINATOR

Lisa Kenny
In this role, Lisa works to engage, support, and inspire environmental  
action, specifically tree-action, throughout Tacoma. The programs and  
events that Lisa runs and supports provide trees, tree care and education  
throughout the community.

“There are a lot of fun aspects of this job. I enjoy caring for trees at the City’s 
nursery, teaching people how to plant trees correctly, and hearing stories from 
the community about why trees matter to them,” Lisa said about her job. 

Having a Bachelor of Arts in Environmental Studies and gaining hands-on 
experience primarily in habitat restoration and community engagement are 
helpful to becoming a Community Trees Program Coordinator.

Complete the sentences below (you’ll find the answers in this issue of EnviroTalk), and then find the 
word or phrase in the word search below. If you get stumped, the answers are at the bottom.  

1. In 2024, the Environmental Services 
Department will CELEBRATE 15 years  
of EnviroTalk. 

2. Avoidable food__________ can be __________ 
by making smart shopping, cooking, and 
eating choices at home.

3. The Environmental Services Department 
works closely with the __________  
Services Commission and the __________ 
Tacoma Commission.

4. For 16 years, the South __________ 
Sustainability Expo has been one of the 
__________ celebrations of environmentalism 
in the area. 

5. The National Association of Clean __________ 
Agencies recently recognized the City’s 
Environmental Services Department’s 
stormwater and wastewater utilities with a 
Platinum award for excellence in __________. 



Waste Less and  
Recycle More

Confused when it comes to recycling? You’re not alone. The City has partnered with 
Recycle Coach to provide instructions for the proper disposal of thousands of items—

from plastic cups to bowling balls. Recycle Coach users can also sign up to receive 
collection day reminders, calendars, and instant news notifications to a mobile phone, so 

you never forget to put out your bin.

tacomarecycles.org or call (253) 502-2100 to learn more.

Now available: 
What Goes Where

1111



The City of Tacoma relies on the support and guidance of over 30 
committees, boards, and commissions that make recommendations 
to City leadership on issues that impact our community. The 
Environmental Services Department works closely with two – the 
Environmental Services Commission and the Sustainable Tacoma 
Commission. Although each operates with unique goals in mind, they 
both positively impact the City through community engagement, 
environmental stewardship, and effective governance.

The Environmental Services Commission (ESC) plays a pivotal role 
in shaping the City’s approach to waste and resource management. 
Charged with reviewing and offering recommendations on wastewater, 
stormwater, and solid waste rates, the ESC represents a diverse cross-
section of Tacoma’s stakeholders. With members from business, 
regulatory, residential, and governmental backgrounds, the ESC 
ensures that the City’s environmental policies are comprehensive, 
balanced, and reflective of various perspectives. The commission 
has 13 voting members and two ex-officio non-voting members, all 
appointed by the City Manager.

The Sustainable Tacoma Commission ensures transparency and accountability for implementation of the 
2030 Climate Action Plan. By coordinating and communicating initiatives aligned with the City’s vision, the 
commission bridges the gap between administration and residents, making sustainability a shared endeavor. 
The Sustainable Tacoma Commission consists of 13 members who are appointed by the Mayor and City 
Council. 

Both commissions underline the City’s dedication to community collaboration. The relationship between 
the City and residents is vital for equitable utility rates, programs, and engagement efforts. Together, these 
commissions establish a framework for Tacoma’s environmental future. The expertise, community input, and 
visionary leadership that these commissions provide helps drive progress towards an environmentally and 
economically responsible future.

Guiding Tacoma’s Environmental Future: 

The Environmental Services & 
Sustainable Tacoma Commissions

The Environmental Services Commission meets on the second 
Thursday of each month at 4 p.m., both virtually and in-person, 
at the Center for Urban Waters at 326 East D Street. The 
Sustainable Tacoma Commission meets on the third Thursday 
of each month at 5 p.m., both virtually and in-person, at the 
Tacoma Municipal Building at 747 Market Street.

Members of the public are welcome to attend either in-person or virtually each month.  
Visit cityoftacoma.org/STC or cityoftacoma.org/ESC for more information and opportunities to 
apply to serve on either commission.

ARTICLE



BRIEFSNEWS

Environmental Services Receives an Excellence in Management Award
The National Association of Clean Water Agencies recently recognized the City’s Environmental Services 
Department’s stormwater and wastewater utilities with a Platinum award for excellence in management. 
This award celebrates its member partners who demonstrate an exemplary commitment to the sustainable 
and successful management of their utilities. The Environmental Services Department believes that healthy 
neighborhoods and a thriving Puget Sound equal a better Tacoma for all. This award, along with other recent 
national recognitions, supports this belief and is also a way to recognize the outstanding work of employees  
at all levels of the organization. 

Grease Goes in the Garbage
Forty percent of all sewage blockages in Tacoma are caused by grease clogs. That’s why it’s important to 
remember that cooking grease should never go down the kitchen sink. Avoid messy, expensive backups and 
damage to pipes by placing cooking grease in a jar or bottle and allowing it to solidify before putting it in the 
trash. Up to 10 gallons of liquid grease (from residential sources) can be disposed of per visit at the Household 
Hazardous Waste facility at (3510 S. Mullen St.) Learn about the proper disposal of household grease at 
cityoftacoma.org/grease or call (253) 591-5418.

Call-2-Haul Services are Available to Residential Customers
Residential Solid Waste Services customers receive two Call-2-Haul services per year. The service is redeemable 
by calling Solid Waste at (253) 502-2100 to schedule your curbside pickup of up to three large items like 
couches, ovens or exercise equipment and up to 15 boxes or bags of small items like lawn chairs, broken toys  
or small household appliances. Learn more about the Call-2-Haul service at cityoftacoma.org/Call2Haul.

Earth Day 2024
The City of Tacoma will celebrate Earth Day on Monday, April 22, 2024. Through the Earth Day South Sound 
partnership, community members are invited to participate in dozens of environmentally related activities and 
events throughout the month of April. Examples of activities include habitat restoration work parties, beach 
cleanups, educational webinars, depave events, and more. Visit earthdaysouthsound.org to find an event near you.

Air FreshenerTIP 

Ingredients:
1 cotton ball
Pure vanilla extract (not imitation)
Small jar, dish or bowl

Put the cotton ball into the container and soak 
thoroughly in the pure vanilla extract. Place the 
container behind a plant or picture frame.
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You may qualify for a bill credit of 
up to $80 a month
Whether you face a short-term financial issue or are on a limited or fixed income, 
paying your bills can sometimes be challenging. If your household meets the 
requirements below, you may qualify for our Bill Credit Assistance Plan.

*Credit is based on the number of services billed directly through TPU.

Have a current TPU 
account in your name.

Live in the dwelling full-time as your 
primary residence.

Have residential single-metered 
service (meter cannot be shared with 

another unit or structure).

Your household must meet the 
income guidelines.

Visit MyTPU.org/Assistance to view the 
income guidelines and application.

5376 0923

Tree Coupon Program
Help contribute to the City’s goal of 30% tree canopy cover 
by 2030 by participating in the Tree Coupon Program! 
Eligible Pierce County Residents can receive a coupon for 
$30 off of up to three trees at local participating nurseries. 
To request a coupon and view program details, visit



E
ve

n
ts

MARCH

01 TAGRO Spring Hours Begin, Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday, 8 a.m.  
to 3 p.m., 2301 Cleveland Way, Central Treatment Plant, Gate 6, call (253) 502-2150 or 
visit tagro.com

02 Mason Bees: So Easy, so Productive, FREE, 10 a.m., EnviroHouse, 3510 S. Mullen St., 
Advance Registration required at cityoftacoma.org/workshops, or call (253) 573-2426 

09 Heat, Cool, Save with Efficient Heat Pumps, FREE, 10 a.m., EnviroHouse, 3510 S. Mullen 
St., Advance Registration required at cityoftacoma.org/workshops, or call (253) 573-2426 

16 Rain Gardens: Plan, Prep, Plant, Maintain, FREE, 10 a.m., EnviroHouse, 3510 S. Mullen St., 
Advance Registration required at cityoftacoma.org/workshops, or call (253) 573-2426 

16 Depave and Plant Natives, FREE, noon, EnviroHouse, 3510 S. Mullen St., Advance 
Registration required at cityoftacoma.org/workshops, or call (253) 573-2426 

23 Yard Waste and Worm Bin Composting, FREE, 10 a.m., EnviroHouse, 3510 S. Mullen St., 
Advance Registration required at cityoftacoma.org/workshops, or call (253) 573-2426 

APRIL
06 Native Plants to Enhance Your Habitat, FREE, 10 a.m., EnviroHouse, 3510 S. Mullen St., 

Advance Registration required at cityoftacoma.org/workshops, or call (253) 573-2426 

13 South Sound Sustainability Expo, FREE, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m., University of 
Washington Tacoma campus, 1900 Commerce St., for more information, visit 
southsoundsustainabilityexpo.org, or call (253) 591-5172

13 City Chickens and Ducks: Getting Started, FREE, 10 a.m., EnviroHouse, 3510 S. Mullen 
St., Advance Registration required at cityoftacoma.org/workshops, or call (253) 573-2426 

13 Chickens and Ducks: Build a Secure Coop & Run, FREE, noon, EnviroHouse,  
3510 S. Mullen St., Advance Registration required at cityoftacoma.org/workshops, or  
call (253) 573-2426 

22 Earth Day, Celebrate Trees in the South Sound All Year Round by visiting 
earthdaysouthsound.org

27 Spring Gardens, Prep, Plant, Grow, FREE, 10 a.m., EnviroHouse, 3510 S. Mullen St., 
Advance Registration required at cityoftacoma.org/workshops, or call (253) 573-2426
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