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How To Create a Yard Birds Love

Bird-friendly yards are full of life, giving your feathered neighbors
options to find food, shelter, water, and safe places to rest.
Even small changes can make a big difference—for wildlife,

and for the simple joy of hearing more birdsong
outside your window.

"Plant Native Plant Trees
One of the easiest ways to support birds is by If a shrub provides great habitat,
choosing plants adapted to our region. They provide ~ imagine what a tree can do. Trees
year-round food—berries, seeds, nectar, and nuts—  provide food, nesting sites, and
while also providing insect habitat. Many songbirds shelter from predators and weather.
feed their chicks almost entirely on caterpillars and When possible, leave non-hazardous
other invertebrates, making native plants an standing dead trees, known as snags,
f:} important part of the food web. in place. In Washington, about 45
%i% bird species—including flickers,
. chickadees, and owls—nest in these
) Feed Bl"ds Well natural cavities.
VA  Feeders can help support
| wildlife, especially during X Provide Water
colder months. That. said, As creeks and streams have disappeared or gone
\ good plflcement, maintenance, underground in many urban areas, fresh water can
= and hygiene matter. be harder for birds to find. Bird baths and shallow
( water features can turn an ordinary yard into a
favorite stop for drinking, bathing, and cooling off.
) —= To keep birds healthy: ’

. Refresh water every few days @

« Scrub bird baths regularly to prevent
algae and bacteria buildup

« Place baths near shrubs or cover,

where. birds feel safer
What's a Snag? ’

A dead tree with an

' important job to do. One Set Bi"ds UP For Success
shag can provide nesting,

feeding, and shelter for
dozens of species. « Space feeders apart to reduce crowding

+ Place feeders near cover so birds can quickly escape predators

j \ « Use different feeders and foods to attract more species

« Clean feeders regularly and toss moldy or wet seed




Good to Know

Hummingbird feeders should be cleaned every few
days during warm weather to prevent nectar from
fermenting. Suet is best offered during colder
months (October through May), when birds benefit
most and spoilage is less likely.

Keep Cats Indoors

Bird-friendly yards are safest when cats stay
indoors. If you're able, keep yours inside.
Free-ranging cats are estimated to kill about
2.4 billion birds each year in the United
States, making safe places to feed, bathe,
and nest especially important. Place feeders
and baths near shrubs or cover to help birds
escape roaming cats more quickly.
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Prevent Window Strikes

Birds sometimes mistake reflective glass for open
sky or trees. Making windows more visible with
decals, cords, screens, or patterned film can help
prevent deadly collisions.

Anna’s Hummingbird — one of Tacoma’s
smallest year-round residents, zipping through

Go Easy on the Chemicals
Insects are an essential food source for birds,
especially during nesting season. When pesticides
reduce insect populations, birds struggle to find
enough food. Fewer birds means fewer natural
predators to help keep pest insects in check.

Backyard Bird Basics

Even a small yard can
support birds when these
fundamentals are present.

v Food

v Water

v Shelter

v Safe places to nest

gardens in flashes of vibrant emerald and pink

Northern Flicker — a woodpecker
with unusual taste, more likely to be
spotted bobbing across your lawn
hunting ants than pecking a tree

Steller’s Jay — striking blue and full of
personality, can be heard grandly
announcing its arrival from the treetops

o

Black-capped Chickadee —
petite, curious, and seemingly
everywhere at once, often the
first to investigate a feeder

Spotted Towhee — prefers life in the
understory, scratching through leaves like it’s
convinced treasure is buried down there

Want to find out more about the birds in your yard?
Check out the Merlin Bird ID app—a free digital field guide created by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology.
Details at: merlin.allaboutbirds.org.
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