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You Live in Tacoma's
Eastern Upland Forest

Just like Tacoma has distinct neighborhoods with their own history
and character, the land beneath our feet isn't just one thing—it's a
patchwork of distinct ecosystems shaped by elevation, water; and
geology.

Your neighborhood sits in the Eastern Upland Forest: a landscape of
higher-elevation forests, steep wooded ravines, and seasonal streams
that tumble downhill toward Commencement Bay. These upland
forests support wildlife on land while also shaping the health of the
marine waters below, linking forest and shoreline in ways that are
easy to overlook.

Here, land and water are constantly in motion. Forests give way to
rocky banks and feeder bluffs that slowly erode, supplying the
sediment that builds and sustains nearby beaches. When soils are
disturbed or unstable, those impacts move downhill quickly, affecting
streams, shorelines, and habitat across the bay.

Just as importantly, these forests help stitch habitat
together across Northeast Tacoma. Mature trees
and connected canopy slow stormwater, stabilize
slopes, and create corridors for wildlife moving
through an increasingly urban landscape.

The open spaces near your home—Marine View
Drive, Julia’'s Gulch, Harbor Ridge, Agnes Road,
Browns PT, and North Shore Parkway—are a vital
part of Tacoma’s wild network. Your yard is too.




Meeh the oz
Neighbors

Black-headed
Grosbeak

a bright, melodious summer
arrival, often announcing itself
with a song before you can catch
a glimpse of its orange chest

Woodland Skipper

a tiny golden flash in the grass,
this butterfly is quick as a
shooting star and easy to miss
unless you're really looking

Mountain Beaver

this surprisingly ancient (and cute!)
forest rodent spends most of its life
underground, leaving only clipped
trails and tucked-away burrows as
evidence it was ever there

Long-toed
Salamander

secretive amphibian that spends
up to 95% of its life underground,
emerging after winter rains to
breed in seasonal ponds that may
disappear by summer




Species Spotlight

Pigeon Guillemot
(Cepphus columba)

Sometimes called the “little diver of the nearshore,” the pigeon guillemot is
one of Washington's most striking coastal birds. You're unlikely to spot one
in your yard, but in summer keep an eye out for them skimming low over
Puget Sound, flashing white wing patches and bright red feet before diving
straight beneath the surface in pursuit of fish and small invertebrates. It’s a
true nearshore specialist, found along rocky shorelines, eelgrass beds, and
kelp forests where food is abundant and conditions are just right.

Unlike seabirds that roam the open ocean, pigeon guillemots stay close to
home, nesting in cliff crevices, rocky embankments, under driftwood, and
sometimes human structures when natural sites are scarce. Their success
depends on healthy shoreline habitat: intact structure, low disturbance, and
clean water. The water moving downhill from neighborhoods like yours
eventually reaches the Sound, shaping the habitat where guillemots hunt and
raise their young. Healthy soils, trees, and planted hillsides help slow runoff
and support cleaner water downstream.

What you can do

If you have mature trees, protect them—especially large conifers
like Douglas fir, western red cedar, and hemlock. If you don't,
start planting, Native shrubs and groundcover matter too,
providing habitat and capturing runoff. Every addition is a

thread in the same web.

A Note on Common Loon

In Washington’s coastal waters and inland
lakes, the Common Loon is a seasonal
visitor known for its eerie, prehistoric-
sounding calls. With only a small breeding
presence in our state, its return each year
is a reminder that even familiar landscapes still
hold remarkable wildlife.
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