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You Live in
Tacoma's Mixed Forest

Just like Tacoma has distinct neighborhoods with their own history
and character, the land beneath our feet isn't just one thing—

it's a patchwork of distinct ecosystems shaped by elevation,

water; and geology.

Your neighborhood sits in the Mixed Forest: a landscape shaped by
settlement and development across the region. What was once a
region dominated by extensive conifer forests has, over the past
160 years, been logged and burned, then gradually replaced by
second-growth stands, most often Douglas-fir and bigleaf maple.

Higher elevations hold remnant upland forests, while lower areas
collect water in wetlands, lakes, and small creeks.

This ecosystem has been continually reshaped by
human activity over several generations. What
remains of these natural areas is often fragmented,
separated by roads, homes, and infrastructure that
interrupt once-connected habitat. In this pattern,
your backyard becomes part of something larger by
offering space, however small, to support urban
wildlife and help stitch together the living landscape
across our city.

The open spaces near your home—M Slope, Blix,
McKinley, Dome Slope, South Tacoma Way, 34th St
Gulch, Center St, and 52nd St Wetlands—are a vital
part of Tacoma’s wild network. Your yard is too.




Meet the e
Neighbors

Northern flicker

a ground-foraging woodpecker that ignores
expectations: flitting through lawns and
forest edges looking for ants, flashing color
as it lifts off, and calling out like it has
opinions about everything

Ceanothus silk moth

a rare giant moth that appears after dark like
a fleeting surprise, spending most of its life
hidden as a caterpillar feeding on wild lilac
(ceanothus) before emerging briefly to mate
and disappear into the night

Douglas squirrel

small and loud, these guys love to
bring the drama—racing through
branches, yelling at intruders, and
guarding a cone stash like it’s
serious business

Rough-skinned
newt

slow-moving, minds its
business, and surprisingly
well protected—predators
tend to leave this little
amphibian alone
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Species Spotlight
Hoary Bat

(Lasiurus cinereus)

One of Washington's largest bats, but still surprisingly easy to [acol

miss. It flies high and mostly alone—a long-distance migrant that
roosts tucked into trees and emerges at night to hunt moths and
other flying insects along forest edges and open sky.

You probably won't see one in your backyard. But here’s the
connection: hoary bats feed in the night skies above your
neighborhood, where insect populations and forest edges shape
what they find to eat. Mature trees provide roosting cover, while
connected green spaces help keep nighttime insect movement—
and the bats that depend on it—flowing through the landscape.

What you can do

If you have mature trees, protect them, especially large conifers like
Douglas fir; western red cedar, and hemlock. If you don't, start planting.
Native shrubs and groundcover matter too, providing habitat and
capturing runoff. Every addition is a thread in the same web.

A Note on the Northern red-legged frog
A quiet presence in Washington’s wetlands and forested
streams, this frog species spends most of its life hidden
in cool, shaded water and damp forest cover. |ts soft
calls and subtle movements are easy to miss, but it
depends on clean, connected habitat to persist. In places
like Tacoma, it's a reminder that even small wetlands and
seep-fed slopes hold secret lives worth protecting.
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