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You Live in Tacoma's
River & Shore Region

Just like Tacoma has distinct neighborhoods with their own
history and character, the land beneath our feet isn't just one
thing—it's a patchwork of distinct ecosystems shaped by
elevation, water, and geology.

Your neighborhood sits in the River & Shore eco-region, where
land and water shape each other every day. This region includes
the broad Puyallup River Valley and the tidal waters of
Commencement Bay—places defined by the steady movement
of rivers, streams, aquifers, and floodplains. These waterways
store and carry the lifeblood of our city, creating rich habitat for
the many species (including us) that depend on cool, clean water
to survive.

Here, the connection between your backyard
and the wider watershed is closer than it may
seem. The way rain moves through your soil,
across your lawn, and into nearby drains
ultimately influences the health of creeks,
wetlands, and the Puget Sound. Choosing
plants and landscape designs that help water
soak in, filter through, and stay cool
strengthens those natural systems.

The open spaces near your home—q*iq*alut,
Swan Creek, First Creek, and Middle
Waterway—are a vital part of Tacoma’s wild
network. Your yard is too.




Meet the — zmmmze
Neighbors

Red-winged Blackbird

easy to spot perched atop cattails, flashing
bright red shoulder patches while loudly
defending its corner of the marsh

§

Silver-haired Bat

a solitary nighttime
hunter that sweeps
silently through forest
edges chasing moths
beneath the trees

Eight-spotted
Skimmer Dragonfly

flashes its black-and-white wings
over ponds and marshes, like a tiny
stunt plane patrolling the wetlands

Beaver

nature’s engineer, quietly reshaping
creeks and wetlands one perfectly
placed stick at a time

Chorus Frog

one of Washington’s smallest frogs, but
when dozens gather after dark, their
chirps and trills can turn an ordinary
neighborhood pond into pure magic




Species Spotlight
Pink Salmon

(Oncorhynchus gorbuscha)

Pink salmon are the smallest and most abundant of VVashington's

Pacific salmon, returning to Puget Sound streams in huge numbers Faro

every odd-numbered year. After hatching in freshwater, young pink
salmon head almost immediately downstream to sheltered transition
zones where rivers meet the sea. There, eelgrass beds, tidal marshes,
and calm shoreline waters give young salmon a chance to grow before
entering the open ocean.

The fate of salmon is tied directly to the health of the land around
them. Forested streambanks keep water cool and stable, while fallen
trees and roots create shelter for young fish along creeks and rivers.
Downstream, healthy estuaries filter sediment, soften waves, and
provide critical nursery habitat during one of the most vulnerable
stages of a salmon’s life. Even small changes to shorelines and the way
water runs off the land can ripple outward through the entire system
these fish depend on.

What you can do

If you have mature trees, protect them—especially large conifers

like Douglas fir, western red cedar, and hemlock. If you don't, start
planting. Native shrubs and groundcover matter too, providing habitat
and cooling areas near creeks and waterways. Every addition is a thread
in the same web.

A Note on Eelgrass

Beneath Puget Sound’s waters, eelgrass meadows sway
just beyond Tacoma’s shorelines. Easy to overlook from
land, eelgrass provides critical habitat for young salmon,
crustaceans, and countless marine species. It's a reminder
that some of the Northwest's richest wildlife habitat exists
out of sight.
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