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You Live in Tacoma's & e

Western Upland Forest .

Just like Tacoma has distinct neighborhoods with their own history
and character, the land beneath our feet isn't just one thing—it's a
patchwork of distinct ecosystems shaped by elevation, water,

and geology.

Your neighborhood sits in the Western Upland Forest: a charismatic
zone of higher-elevation forest, dramatic gulches, Douglas-fir and
madrone-lined slopes, and some of Tacoma’s most ecologically
important shoreline habitat.

Here, forests and saltwater are deeply connected. In places where
land meets water, feeder bluffs erode naturally, releasing sediment
that builds and sustains the beaches below. What happens on your
street impacts what'’s happening in Puget Sound more directly than
you might think.

These forests are larger and more connected
than other urban green spaces in Tacoma, which
means they can support wildlife that needs more
room to roam. Mature trees and healthy canopy
help hold that network together, slowing
stormwater, stabilizing slopes, and creating
habitat across the city.

The open spaces near your home—Schuster,
Buckley Guich, Mason Gulch, the Western
Slopes, Salmon Beach—are a vital part of
Tacoma’s wild network. Your yard is too.




Meet the e
Neighbors

Western
Leafcutter Bee

a tiny solo pollinator and precision
architect, snipping perfect leaf
circles to line its nest

Varied Thrush

shadowy forest songbird with
an eerie, rising whistle and
bold orange chest band, a
winter voice of Washington’s
dense evergreen woods

Red Fox

clever, flame-colored
hunter at home in

forests and backyard
edges, slipping through ks
at dusk on silent paws
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Salamander 1
| chunky, secretive wanderer that/T_-/f i ./C( j
| spends most of the year underground, s
' emerging on rainy nights to make its =t
way to forest ponds for breeding 7/
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Species Spotlight - f
bl let (S
Marbled Murrele =)

(Brachyramphus marmoratus)

The Marbled Murrelet—sometimes called the “enigma of the Pacific”—
is one of the Northwest's most unusual birds. It spends most of its life
at sea, but flies inland to nest high on the moss-covered branches of
old-growth trees. As those forests have disappeared, so too has the
murrelet. It's now endangered in Washington, with fewer than 4,400
birds remaining statewide.

You probably won't see one in your backyard. But here's the
connection: murrelets feed in Puget Sound, directly below your
neighborhood. The health of that nearshore habitat depends in part on
what happens uphill. Mature trees hold soil in place. Roots slow
stormwater runoff. Together, those forces help bluffs erode at a natural
pace—feeding our beaches instead of smothering them.

What you can do

If you have mature trees, protect them—especially large
conifers like Douglas fir, western red cedar, and hemlock. If you
don't, start planting. Native shrubs and groundcover matter
too, providing habitat and capturing runoff. Every addition is a
thread in the same web.

A Note on Chain Fern

Along the Point Defiance shoreline, seeping banks
support a rare population of chain fern, a sensitive plant
species found in only a handful of sites in all of Puget
Sound. It's a reminder that Tacoma remains wilder than
many people realize, and more fragile than it appears.
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