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G"OW Habitat. Not Chores Lawn alternatives for a lower-

maintenance, wildlife-friendly yard

Large parts of many lawns are rarely walked on, played in, or used much at all—yet still demand
regular mowing, watering, fertilizers, and upkeep. Over time, all that maintenance adds up,
especially in areas that aren’t really doing much for you or the wildlife in your neighborhood.

Grass Alternatives for Pierce County

Creeping Thyme Full Sun/Partial Shade, Drought 2-6” max height;.fragrant pink, purple,
Tolerant or white flowers

Full Sun/Partial Shade, Drought

Micro Clover
Tolerant

4-6" max height; small white flowers

Full Sun/Partial Shade, Drought

Self-Heal (Native) 12-24” with purple flowers

Tolerant
Beach/Coastal Moderate Full Sun/Partial Shade, Drought 4-10” max height; white flowers, edible
Strawberry (Native) Tolerant red berries
.Sedun:\ . Moderate Full Sun, Drought Tolerant 2-6” max height; many varieties
(native varieties)
. Moss. . Light Needs Damp Shade [-4” max height; many varieties
(native varieties)
Point Reyes Lishe Full Sun/Partial Shade, Drought 12-24” max height; large clusters of blue
Ceanothus k& Tolerant to purple flowers
. . 6-12” max height; pink to white flowers,
Kinnikinnick (Native) Light Full Sun, Drought Tolerant .
red berries
. . . Full to Partial Shade, Drought Heart-shaped leaves, unique maroon
Wild Ginger (Native)* Light
Tolerant flowers

*All plants on this list are safe for pets, with the exception of wild ginger.



Ways to Make the Switch

You don’t have to replace your whole lawn to feel the difference. Swapping even a section
or two of grass for flowering groundcovers can reduce chores while adding color,
fragrance, seasonal interest, and habitat for pollinators and birds.

Option I: Start Small
OVERSEED

Best for: Adding habitat diversity
q c - 1/
without removing existing lawn \ ) /
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Got any bare or patchy spots in your OPtiOﬂ 2: Start Fresh

grass lawn? Scatter seeds onto these

areas to introduce more flowers and SHEET MULCH
pollinator-friendly plants over time. It

won't replace your lawn overnight, Best for: Converting part of a lawn into
but can add color, variety, and wildlife a new planting area

habitat with very little effort.

Sheet mulching naturally smothers grass,
creating a clean canvas for new
groundcovers.

In Fall or Spring:

Option 3: Do It NOW . Mow grass as short as possible
. Cover with overlapping cardboard (at

SOD CUTTER least 6") to block light
. Add 4-6" of organic mulch and water
Best for: Fastest results thoroughly

Want to skip the waiting period? A sod After 5-6 months (minimum):
cutter removes lawn immediately, making . Plant plugs or sow seed using
room for planting right away. recommended spacing (gaps will close
as it grows)
- Water new plants through their first
hot season to help them establish

Tips for Success

Don’t forget to water! Even drought-tolerant
plants still need tending for the first year or two
while getting established.

Mix groundcovers for texture, color, and
seasonal interest.
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conditions for best results.
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