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How To Make Your Garden ‘
a Pollinator Haven

Supporting pollinators in your yard is one of the simplest and most satisfying things
you can do—for the health of your local ecosystem, and the sheer pleasure of
having a garden that hums with life through all seasons. Here’s how.

What to Avoid:

Large manicured lawns, heavy
paving, and aggressive weed
control create dead zones where
pollinators can't fuel up.

Plant for Diversity

Like people, pollinators have their preferences:
hummingbirds and butterflies favor red and orange
blooms; bees go for blue and purple. Flat flowers suit
butterflies; tubular flowers appeal to hummingbirds.
The more variety you plant, the more visitors you'll get.

Aim to have something in bloom from early Go EGSY on the Chemicals
spring through fall. Late fall and early spring are Pesticides—including herbicides and
especially lean times for pollinators, so don’t neglect insecticides—are harmful to insects, and
those shoulder seasons. Include annuals, perennials, & pollinators are no exception. Even small

shrubs, and trees—especially trees, which produce doses can disrupt bees' ability to forage and
exponentially more blooms per plant. navigate_ When pests are a problem, try
alternative interventions like rotating crops,
improving soil health, adjusting watering, or
introducing beneficial insects before
reaching for chemicals.

Bonus points: Plant in clusters. Include grasses.
Add night-blooming plants for moths.

Plant Native Go Beautifully Wild

Native plants and local pollinators evolved Think of logs, rocks, and leaf litter as design elements rather than
together, which makes them a natural a mess to tidy up. They add texture and structure while creating
match! Native plants also tend to need less habitats that manicured gardens can't. Leave stems standing
water and maintenance once established. through winter, let the leaves settle, minimize mowing. The most

inviting gardens to birds, bees, and butterflies look lived-in.

Watch Your Soil

Did you know that many native bees nest in the ground? Avoid %}\
compacting soil or using geotextile weed fabrics, which can block

access. If you need to suppress weeds, try cardboard or burlap instead.
Landscaping with rocks can also help protect soil access.
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What's on the Menu?

A sampling of pollinator favorites for a sunny spot
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F;I;:t Watering Scientific Name
I'x.5' @‘: Camassia quamash
3'x2' Lupinus polyphyllus
I'x 1.5' Penstemon cardwellii
2xI L 2 Achillea millefolium
2'x1" @ Erigeron speciosus
IxI' ) @a Penstemon serrulatus
3'x2' Asclepias fascicularis
3'x2' @ Asclepias speciosa
2'x2' @;52 ¢ Rudbeckia fulgida
2'x1.5' Gaillardia aristata
3'%x 3 @,“: Aster subspicatus
3'x2' @ Grindelia integrifolia
2.5'x2' @a Echinacea purpurea
2'x2' @ Coreopsis verticillata
4'x4' @a Solidago canadensis

Want to Go Further?
Create a pollinator meadow
from seed—Xerces Society
has a free step-by-step guide.
Find native seeds locally at
Northwest Meadowscapes.
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Bloom Season and Color Meadowscapes

Small camas
Bigleaf lupine

Cardwell’s penstemon

Common yarrow Xerces Society
Showy fleabane

Cascade penstemon

Narrow leaf milkweed

Showy milkweed

Black-eyed susan

Habitat at

Blanket flower
Home Program
Douglas Aster

Puget sound gumweed
Purple coneflower

Tickseed

Canada goldenrod



