Tacoma's

Wild Network

Meet the Troublemakers:
Weeds to Remove

Not every uninvited

guest in your garden bed is an
emergency. But some non-native
species can do real damage, crowding
out the native plants that local wildlife
depends on for food and shelter.

The weeds on this list are

worth your attention.

Want to make the biggest difference?
Start With The Big Three

Control

ece Removal Strate Tools Disposal

Difficulty &y 3
Non-native | Moderate Use pruners to cut back Loppers/pruners Yard Waste
blackberry Must be dug out in stems, followed by a Shovel

full or it will shovel to dig up the Gloves
(Rubus

resprout. rootball of the plant.
armeniacus)
Ivy Moderate Pull and dig up plants. For | Loppers/pruners Yard Waste
(various Labor intensive: ivy growing around trees, | Hand saw

ground mats are cut vines at waist height Hard rake
Hedera sp.) .

heavy, and vines and carefully pry the

cling stubbornly to lower vines free. Leave

siding/bark the upper vines — they'll

die off on their own.
Scotch Moderate Pulling/Cutting: Use a Weed wrench If seeds are
broom Large plants require | "weed wrench" or pull Need to borrow one? present: Bag
Cuii leverage to remove | when soil is moist. Contact: & Landfill.

(Cytisus TacomaHabitatSteward | Otherwise:
scoparius) ship@piercecd.org Yard Waste

Take care of the Big Three first, then turn your attention to the ones on the back of this list.
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More Weeds Worth Knowing

The following weeds are common in Tacoma yards and easier to manage than you might think.

_ Control Difficulty

Herb-Robert
Stinky Bob
(Geranium robertianum)

Butterfly bush
(Buddleja davidii)

Creeping
buttercup

(Ranunculus repens)

Spurge laurel
(Daphne laureola)

Common holly
(llex aquifolium)

Bindweed/
Morning Glory

(various, Convolvulaceae
family)

Yellow Archangel
(Lamium galeobdolon)

Knotweeds
(various Fallopia sp.)

Low

Shallow roots will pop out of
the ground with almost no
resistance.

Low

Root balls are shallow and
contained.

Moderate

Stems creep along the
ground and re-root as they
go—miss a piece and it
grows back.

Moderate

Easy to pull, with one
cautionary note. Sap can
cause skin blisters and
berries are toxic.

Challenging

Deep, brittle taproots break
off easily; plan to dig wider
and deeper than you'd
expect.

Challenging

Roots go too deep to fully
remove. Repeated cutting
starves the plant over time,
but expect a long battle.

Challenging

Tiny stem fragments left in
the soil will root and create
new patches.

Challenging
Deep roots, even small
fragments can regrow

Removal Strategy

Hand pull or dig out. Grip at the
base and pull straight up.

Hand pull seedlings. For larger
plants, cut back the stalks and dig
out the root ball.

Dig up the stem and roots with a
hori-hori or small shovel, getting as
much of the root clump as possible.

Gloves and long sleeves strongly
recommended. Hand pull seedlings
and young plants. For larger ones,
use a weed wrench or shovel.

Pull or dig up seedlings/small plants.
For larger plants, dig wide and deep
to get as much of the root as
possible.

Hand pull what you can. For larger
patches: cover with cardboard
topped with 4" of mulch, and plan
to keep it covered for 3-5 years.

Hand pulling is not effective long-
term. Instead, cover the patch with
cardboard and 4" of mulch.

Dig up plants (small patches only).
Remove as much of the root and
rhizome as possible. Repeat as
needed. Tarping or covering with
plastic can also be effective.

Tools

Hori-hori
Small trowel

Loppers
Shovel

Hori-hori
Small shovel

Weed wrench
Shovel

Weed wrench
Shovel

Pitchfork
Tarp

Pitchfork
Tarp

Shovel
Mower
Tarp

Disposal

Yard Waste

If seeds are
present: Bag &
Landfill.

Otherwise: Yard

Waste

Yard Waste

Bag & Landfill

Yard Waste

Bag & Landfill

Bag & Landfill

Bag & Landfill

For further information, plant images, and resources to help identify problem plants visit:

https://www.nwcb.wa.gov/identify-a-noxious-weed



