
 

 

2026 Public Garbage Can Expansion 
Tidy-Up Tacoma is expanding the City’s public garbage can network by 120 cans in 2026, bringing 
the total to 360 citywide. Two dedicated Solid Waste workers and an all-electric service vehicle will 
support installation and ongoing maintenance. 

The expansion focuses on Neighborhood Business Districts and commercial areas, using data, 
community feedback, and equity criteria to place cans where they’re needed most. The goal is to 
reduce litter and illegal dumping, keep public spaces cleaner, and support local businesses. 

 

FAQs 
Why is the Tidy Up Program adding even more cans? 

Tacoma residents and businesses have consistently asked for more visible litter control and 
cleaner public spaces. Solid Waste Management currently maintains about 240 public garbage 
cans, mostly in business districts. Many busy areas (including Pacific Avenue business district and 
Portland Avenue business district – among others) lack public garbage can coverage. Expanding the 
network by 120 cans in 2026 helps address these service gaps and supports cleaner, safer, and 
more attractive streets. 

What is the total cost, and how will that funding be sustained? 

The total investment for the expansion is $627,000 ($431,000 in one-time costs and $196,000 in 
ongoing annual costs). The garbage can expansion is fully funded through the existing Solid Waste 
Excise Tax that was approved in the City’s 2023–2024 biennial budget to enhance litter, debris, and 
graffiti cleanup programs. No additional rate increases are proposed as part of this expansion. 

How will the expanded program be staffed and maintained? 

The expansion adds two full-time Solid Waste workers dedicated to installing, maintaining, 
repairing, and cleaning the public garbage cans, including removing graffiti. With this added 
staffing, the program can shift from a reactive approach to a proactive one, with routine inspections 
to keep cans clean and in good condition. All existing and new cans will receive anti-graffiti coating, 
and staff will use an all-electric service vehicle with a lift gate to support safe and efficient 
operations. 

How are the locations for new cans selected? 

New cans are placed where they’re needed most in business districts and commercial areas using 
a consistent, data-driven approach. The Tidy Up Team reviews community input, 311 service 
request data, and field observations to identify areas experiencing litter and cleanliness concerns. 



The program also prioritizes historically underserved business districts and commercial corridors 
to ensure all installed cans receive equitable, consistent maintenance. 

 

Will public garbage cans be available to place in residential neighborhoods? 

At this time, Tidy-Up Tacoma can only support public garbage cans in business districts and dense 
commercial areas. While residential areas are not currently included in the program, the Tidy Up 
team continues to collect feedback and evaluate needs to help inform potential future program 
expansions. 

What is being done to prevent graffiti, vandalism, and other damage to the cans? 

All cans will receive a durable anti-graffiti coating so graffiti can be removed quickly and effectively. 
Two dedicated staff members will also regularly inspect, clean, repair, and replace cans as needed 
as part of an ongoing maintenance program. 

 

Learn more at tacoma.gov/tidyup 

 

https://tacoma.gov/government/departments/environmental-services/solid-waste/tidy-up-tacoma/#public-garbage-cans

