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10 THIS MATTER came on for hearing before JEFF H. CAPELL, the Hearing 

11 Examiner for the City of Tacoma, Washington, (the “City”), on July 16, 2026.1 Veronica 

12 Fairchild appeared at hearing pro se representing herself and James Scott Norman 

13 (collectively the “Appellants”). The City’s Planning and Development Services Department 

14 (“PDS”) was represented by Chief Deputy City Attorney Steve Victor. PDS witnesses 

15 Mindee Weber, Regulatory Compliance Assistant Division Manager, and James Pasley, 

16 Natural Resources Specialist, testified on the City/PDS’s behalf. 2 

17 At the outset of the hearing, PDS represented that a resolution, short of a Hearing 

18 Examiner decision in the matter may be possible, but that the parties had not yet had the 

19 opportunity to exhaust settlement discussions. The parties then chose to proceed with the 

20 scheduled hearing with the provision that the Hearing Examiner’s decision could be held in 

21 

1 By agreement of the parties, the hearing was conducted over Zoom at no cost to any participant with video, 
internet, and telephonic access all available. 
2 Persons participating in the hearing may be referred to in this decision by their last name only. No disrespect is 
intended. 

 
VERONICA FAIRCHILD AND 
JAMES SCOTT NORMAN, 

 
HEX2026-051 
(VIOL26-0092) 

Appellants, 

v. 

CITY OF TACOMA, a Washington 
Municipal corporation, through its 
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Planning and Development Services, 
 

            Respondent.  
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1 abeyance until settlement discussions are concluded. 
 

2 The hearing was held in which testimony was taken and the evidence was reviewed 
 

3 and admitted. 
 

4 During the hearing, the parties established that the sole outstanding issue is the 
 

5 amount of the Canopy Loss Fee/penalty (CLF). The City testified that Fairchild has been 

6 proactive by having paid for an RTRE Permit after the fact, and by already planting a 

7 replacement tree. In testimony, Pasley indicated that the City was amendable to reducing the 

8 CLF to $4,030.00. Fairchild indicated that she would accept and pay the reduced CLF. 

9 The parties, by the signature of their authorized representatives hereunder, 

10 memorialize the foregoing resolution as follows: 
 

11 1. The Appellants shall be responsible for paying a reduced CLF of $4,030.00 to 

12 the City (the “Reduced CLF”); 

13 2. Payment of the Reduced CLF, whether made in installments or paid in full by a 

14 single payment, must be completed by the date which is six months from the date the 

15 Hearing Examiner has signed this Agreed Order; 

16 3. The City agrees to accept payment of the Reduced CLF as full satisfaction for 

17 any liability arising from the tree topping/removal at 1415 Martin Luther King Jr. Way in 

18 Tacoma, which led to the issuance of the Notice of Violation and Compliance Order dated 
 

19 3/23/2026; and 
 

20 // 
 

21 // 
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1 4. Upon payment of the Reduced CLF in full, this appeal will be considered

2 dismissed. 

3 DATED this  day of , 2026, 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

 City of Tacoma’s Authorized representative 

 ________________________________
Appellants’ Authorized representative 

9 

10 
DATED this  day of , 2026. 

11 

12 

13 JEFF H. CAPELL, Hearing Examiner 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

       July21st
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