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Background

• Authorized under RCW 
82.14.345.

• Permits cities and 
counties to enact a 
0.01% sales tax increase 
for criminal justice 
purposes.  

• Domestic violence services and programs

• Public defense staffing

• Diversion programs

• Reentry work for inmates

• Local government programs that reasonably 
contribute to reducing the numbers of people 
interacting with the criminal justice system

• Community placements for juvenile offenders

• Community outreach and assistance programs, 
alternative response programs, and mental health 
crisis response.



Benefits for Tacoma

• Tax became effective April 1, 2026.  
• Projected to generate ~$16M over the 27-28 biennium for 

criminal justice purposes
• Supports Tacoma’s eligibility for state grants (ESHB 2015) 

related to hiring and retaining police officers and staff



Proposals



Proposal 1

Purpose: 
Dedicates funding to public safety transparency, 
law enforcement hiring, indigent defense, and 
public safety partnerships while reducing impact to 
General Fund.

Considerations:
Grant funds are temporary. In July 2027, the full costs for grant positions become 
Tacoma’s responsibility.

Uses 2027-28 Amount

Body-worn and in-car video systems $1.5M

Department of Assigned Counsel contract $1.0M

ESHB 2015 state grant match $508k

TPD/Tacoma Public Schools & Downtown 
Tacoma Partnership

$425k

TPD New Hire Testing and Training $168k

Other Public Safety GF offsets $12.4M



Proposal 2

Purpose:
Increases funding for law enforcement staffing 
and indigent defense while reducing impact to 
the General Fund.

Considerations:
Grant funds are temporary. In July 2027, the full costs for grant positions 
become Tacoma’s responsibility.

Uses 2027-28 Amount

HEAL team personnel costs $1.1M

Department of Assigned Counsel contract $1.0M

ESHB 2015 state grant match $508k

Other Public Safety GF offsets $13.4M



Award Amount: $4,644,082
City Match: $508k

Annual Funding Breakdown

ESHB 2015 Grant Award Overview
What the grant supports
• 12 new entry-level Police Officers
• 3 support positions
• Contract psychologist

Grant funding ends in June 2027.

  

Year City Match Grant

2027 $1,632,456 $507,588 $4,644,082

2028 $3,034,163 -

2029 $3,473,416 -

2030 $3,676,289 -



Recommended Approaches

• Reduce the structural gap in multiple funds
• Ensure compliance with state mandates
• Preserve flexibility for future biennia
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