
 

 

  

City of Tacoma 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Technical Advisory Group  
 
In person meeting location: Tacoma Municipal Building, Room 248 (747 Market Street Tacoma, WA 98402) 
The Tacoma Municipal Building is served by Pierce Transit bus routes 1, 2, 11, 16, 45, and 57. Visit 
www.tripplanner.piercetransit.org to find your route. The Tacoma Municipal Building has bike racks at the 
Market St and St. Helens Ave entrances. Visit cityoftacoma.org/mobility for a map of Tacoma bikeways. 
 
To join by computer, click on the following link:  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/99545896138?pwd=Skd4dDI0WFQreDU4eFpHQlV5U2J5Zz09 
 
To join by phone, call: +1 253 215 8782 
If you are asked for a Meeting ID, enter: 995 4589 6138 
If you are asked for a Password, enter: 762319 
 
Bicycle Pedestrian Technical Advisory Group Members: 

iLeana Areiza Julian Helmer Sara Kiesler Matt Pavolka 

Steve Demmer Teena Johnson Thomas O'Neil Jami Stavlo 

Jennifer Halverson-Kuehn Dmitri Keating 
Treveon Parish 

Youth Alternate Position 
Riley Weaver 
Youth Position 

 

MINUTES 
August 26, 2024 

5:30-7:30 PM 

I. Call to order, land acknowledgement, and approval of minutes 
Chair Jenn called the meeting to order at 5:31 PM.  

We gratefully honor and acknowledge that we reside on the traditional lands of the Puyallup People. 
The Puyallup people have lived on this land since the beginning of time. They are still here today. 
They live, work, raise their children, take care of their community, practice their traditional ways and 
speak the Twulshootseed language – just as their ancestors did. 

II. Introductions, Icebreaker & Approval of Minutes  
Members Matt Pavolka, Steve Demmer, Dmitri Keating, and Riley Weaver were unexcused absent. 
Members introduced themselves and shared one last thing they need to do before summer “ends”. 
 
Member Thomas moved to approve the July 17, 2024 minutes. Member Jami seconded the motion.  
The minutes were approved as presented.  
 

III. Public Comment  
JP Kemmick provided general comments on supporting bicycling in Tacoma. 
Larry Leveen shared the Puget Sound Regional Council Safety Summit Meeting on September 24, 
2024 at Tacoma Art Museum and the Pierce County Trails Conference on September 26, 2024 at the 
Environmental Services Building at Chambers Creek Regional Park. 
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IV. Business Items:            

• Tacoma Dome Access Improvements (Sound Transit) 
Artie Nelson and Diane Wiatr, Sound Transit, presented an overview of the Sound Transit 
Tacoma Dome Access Improvements project, access improvement options, and timeline. 
This project supports the Tacoma Dome Link Extension and regional transportation hub.  As 
initiated in Sound Transit 2, the intent is to improve access through parking and/or non-
motorized options.  Diane and Artie provided an overview of potential access improvement 
options, including parking evaluation & utilization analysis, and bicycle and pedestrian 
project evaluation criteria. The presentation highlighted highest performing bicycle and 
pedestrian projects including Puyallup Avenue Corridor Improvements, East D St/East 
McKinley Way bicycle and pedestrian improvements, Pacific Ave pedestrian safety and 
accessibility improvements, and Station Area ADA accessibility spot improvements.  
 
The next steps include refining the list based on feedback in Quarter 4 2024.  Conceptual 
engineering and SEPA environmental review will occur in Quarter 1 2025.  The survey will 
be available August 30 to October 11, 2024. 
 
Members discussed priorities regarding balancing parking with non-motorized 
improvements, considerations to address current and future access needs, and how this 
project aligns with BPTAG’s mission/vision/goals. Members voiced support for not funding 
parking and evaluating other parking management tools first to address unlikely parking 
increases, creating a people centered place that is safe, increasing tree canopy, prioritizing 
East D St and McKinley Way improvements that serve an underserved community, and 
prioritizing safety for pedestrians and bicyclists.  Chair Jenn will bring forward a draft letter to 
the next meeting for BPTAG review. 

 

• Staff Updates 
Liz shared Pedal with the Politicians is Thursday, August 29, 2024 at 5:00 pm, leaving from 
Second Cycle.   
Member Sara shared the Walk & Roll Summit October 12 & 13, 2024 at University of 
Washington Tacoma, scholarships are available. 
Liz shared that Rey Hernandez Sosa no longer works for the City and she will be the interim 
contact for the Cultural Shift to Active Transportation project.  
 

• Report from Transportation Commission  
Co-Chair Stevens shared that the Commission received the same presentation on the 
Sound Transit Tacoma Dome Link Extension Access Improvements. The Commission 
discussed support for Puyallup Ave Corridor Improvements and voicing concern about using 
the funds for additional parking.  
 

• Report out on Volunteer Assignments 
o Transportation Commission: Jenn Halverson Kuehn (see above) 
o Metro Parks Point Defiance Park - Outer Loop Visioning Committee: No update 

was provided. 
o Metro Parks Strategic Plan: No update was provided. 
o Pierce Transit Strategic Plan: Member Julian has been researching Destination 

2045 and ways for BPTAG to be involved, if applicable.  
o South Tacoma Neighborhood Plan: Member iLeana participated in meetings and 

surveys that have been discussing how to spend $60k on improvements, land use 
needs, green spaces, affordable housing, and transportation needs.  



 

 

o Metro Parks Climate Action Plan (https://engagepiercecounty.mysocialpinpoint.com/climate-action-plan): No 

update was provided. 

o Pacific Avenue Sub-Area Plan (https://www.cityoftacoma.org/picturepacave) : A meeting with the 

Community Task Force is being scheduled for September to discuss the plan.   

 

V. Adjourn            

Chair Jenn adjourned the meeting at 7:00PM. 

The City of Tacoma does not discriminate on the basis of disability in any of its programs, activities, 
or services. To request this information in an alternative format or to request a reasonable 
accommodation, please contact the City’s Active Transportation Coordinator, Liz Kaster, at (253) 
363-1135 (voice), lkaster@cityoftacoma.org, or via TTY/ASCII at (800) 833-6388 
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