
 

 

  

City of Tacoma 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Technical Advisory Group  
 
In person meeting location: Tacoma Municipal Building, Room 248 (747 Market Street Tacoma, WA 98402) 
The Tacoma Municipal Building is served by Pierce Transit bus routes 1, 2, 11, 16, 45, and 57. Visit 
www.tripplanner.piercetransit.org to find your route. The Tacoma Municipal Building has bike racks at the 
Market St and St. Helens Ave entrances. Visit cityoftacoma.org/mobility for a map of Tacoma bikeways. 
 
To join by computer, click on the following link:  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/99545896138?pwd=Skd4dDI0WFQreDU4eFpHQlV5U2J5Zz09 
 
To join by phone, call: +1 253 215 8782 
If you are asked for a Meeting ID, enter: 995 4589 6138 
If you are asked for a Password, enter: 762319 
 
Bicycle Pedestrian Technical Advisory Group Members: 

iLeana Areiza Julian Helmer Sara Kiesler VACANT 

Steve Demmer Teena Johnson Thomas O'Neil Jami Stavlo 

Jennifer Halverson-Kuehn Dmitri Keating 
Treveon Parish 

Youth Alternate Position 
Riley Weaver 
Youth Position 

 

MINUTES 
January 27, 2025 

5:30-7:30 PM 

I. Call to order, land acknowledgement, and approval of minutes  
Chair Jenn Halverson Kuehn called the meeting to order at 5:33PM. 
We gratefully honor and acknowledge that we reside on the traditional lands of the Puyallup People. 
The Puyallup people have lived on this land since the beginning of time. They are still here today. 
They live, work, raise their children, take care of their community, practice their traditional ways and 
speak the Twulshootseed language – just as their ancestors did. 

II. Introductions, Icebreaker & Approval of Minutes 
Member Thomas arrived late. Member Dmitri and Member Sara were excused absent.  
Members introduced themselves with the ice breaker.  
Member Matt made a motion to approved the October 28, 2024 minutes.  Member Steve seconded 
the motion. The minutes were approved as presented.  
 

III. Public Comment 
Bill Terrance provided comment on a bicycle bridge over SR7 near Mottet Library. 
Donna Kelly, Target Zero Manager, introduced herself and support for safe walking and biking. 
Kerri Hill provided comment on a pedestrian and bicycle bridge over S 38th St.   

IV. Business Items:            

• ONE TACOMA Plan Update - Transportation & Mobility Plan  
- Public Review Draft Coming in February (Carrie Wilhelme) 
Carrie Wilhelme, Long Range Transportation Planner, provided an overview of the One 
Tacoma Comprehensive Plan and Transportation and Mobility Plan.  She highlighted the 
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engagement process, which included the City’s Commission, Boards, and Commissions, as 
well as numerous public events.  Carrie presented the vision statement, priorities, goals, and 
updated mode/function elements, which include pedestrian, bicycle, transit, auto, freight, 
public realm, and curb management. She provided highlights of each mode/function 
elements, which BPTAG was integral in the pedestrian and bicycle elements. Carrie shared 
that the public draft will be released February 5, 2025.  Comments are due to the Planning 
Commission on March 7, 2025.  The document is intended to be adopted by City Council 
Summer 2025. 
 
Members discussed how they will receive and comment on the Transportation and Mobility 
Plan. 
 

• Streets Initiative 2 (Council Member Walker, Jennifer Kammerzell)   
Jennifer Kammerzell, Asst Division Manager of Planning and Permitting, Liz Kaster, Active 
Transportation Planner, and Joe Franco, Public Works Senior Business Analyst, provided 
an overview of Streets Initiative I and Streets Initiative II. For Streets Initiative I, Jennifer 
highlighted the background, strategy, accomplishments, and lessons learned. For Streets 
Initiative II, she focused on the updated goals and strategies for transportation 
improvements, project selection criteria, project types, ballot language, and next steps.  She 
shared that Streets Initiative II focuses on safety, equity, and connectivity consistent with the 
Transportation and Mobility Plan, Climate Action Plan, and Tacoma priorities. 
 
CM Walker expressed City Council’s goals and commitments for Streets Initiative II. 
 
Members asked for clarification of the pavement condition index (PCI) citywide, other 
funding opportunities to address the increase in heavy/larger vehicles, improvements in 
Northeast Tacoma, and public outreach. Joe explained that while the residential street PCI 
increased, arterial street PCI decreased, which meant that overall PCI only slightly 
increased. Joe also explained that the City has explored and will continue to explore other 
funding strategies, such as impact fees, to address street improvements. Liz and Joe shared 
that this initial list does include projects in Northeast Tacoma and that the City is seeking 
feedback on projects and priorities. The City will be looking to engage the community on 
design. 
 

• Staff Updates 
o Grant Highlights – City received $10.6M for six transportation grants: 

▪ Puyallup Avenue 
▪ 6th Ave. and Tacoma Ave. Pavement Preservation 
▪ Tacoma Mall Neighborhood Loop Road Active Transportation Plan 
▪ S. 11th St. and S. Sprague Ave. Signalized Intersection Improvements 
▪ E. Roosevelt Ave. Arterial Improvements 
▪ S. 56th St. & A St Crossing Improvements 

Liz provided an overview of the multimodal grants that the City has applied 
for and was awarded funding for. 

o Tacoma Dome Link Extension DEIS: https://tdlink.participate.online/  
Liz encouraged members to participate in the online survey for the Sound Transit 
Tacoma Dome Link Extension.  

o Pierce Transit Destination 2045 Long Range Plan (Comment by 2/3/25): 
https://piercetransit.org/long-range-plans/  

o Swan Creek Park Pedestrian & Bicycle Bridge: 
https://www.parkstacoma.gov/project/swan-creek-pedestrian-bicycle-bridge/  
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Parks Tacoma is holding a workshop on January 28, 2025. BPTAG requested a 
presentation for BPTAG’s February meeting. 

• Report from Transportation Commission  
Commissioner Richard Gardner shared that the Transportation Commission conducted a 
joint meeting with Planning Commission on Sound Transit Tacoma Dome Link Extension 
DEIS.  They also held a separate meeting on the Transportation Master Plan Project 
Criteria. 

• Report out on Volunteer Assignments 
o Transportation Commission: Jenn Halverson Kuehn – See above 
o Parks Tacoma Point Defiance Park - Outer Loop Visioning Committee: Matt 

Pavolka, Teena Johnson, Thomas O'Neil, & Jenn Halverson Kuehn – No update 
o Parks Tacoma Strategic Plan: Matt Pavolka – No update 
o Pierce Transit Strategic Plan: Julian Helmer shared that the Pierce Transit 

Strategic Plan is different than the Long Range Plan and is out for comment on their 
website. 

o South Tacoma Neighborhood Plan: iLeana Areiza shared the community voted on 
options to fund projects that support the Neighborhood Plan.   

o Parks Tacoma Climate Action Plan (https://engagepiercecounty.mysocialpinpoint.com/climate-action-plan): 

All 

o Pacific Avenue Sub-Area Plan (https://www.cityoftacoma.org/picturepacave)  

o Automated Enforcement Task Force: Dmitri Keating volunteered to serve on the 

task force. The first meeting is in February.  

• Announcement 

This meeting was Member Matt Pavolka’s last meeting after supporting and participating on 

BPTAG for the past 6 years.  Everyone expressed their appreciation of his knowledge, 

involvement, and contributions towards active transportation. 

 

V. Adjourn 

Chair Jenn adjourned the meeting at 7:06 PM.         

The City of Tacoma does not discriminate on the basis of disability in any of its programs, activities, 
or services. To request this information in an alternative format or to request a reasonable 
accommodation, please contact the City’s Active Transportation Coordinator, Liz Kaster, at (253) 
363-1135 (voice), lkaster@cityoftacoma.org, or via TTY/ASCII at (800) 833-6388 
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