
 

 

  

City of Tacoma 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Technical Advisory Group  
 
In person meeting location: Tacoma Municipal Building, Room 248 (747 Market Street Tacoma, WA 98402) 
The Tacoma Municipal Building is served by Pierce Transit bus routes 1, 2, 11, 16, 45, and 57. Visit 
www.tripplanner.piercetransit.org to find your route. The Tacoma Municipal Building has bike racks at the 
Market St and St. Helens Ave entrances. Visit cityoftacoma.org/mobility for a map of Tacoma bikeways. 
 
To join by computer, click on the following link:  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/99545896138?pwd=Skd4dDI0WFQreDU4eFpHQlV5U2J5Zz09 
 
To join by phone, call: +1 253 215 8782 
If you are asked for a Meeting ID, enter: 995 4589 6138 
If you are asked for a Password, enter: 762319 
 
Bicycle Pedestrian Technical Advisory Group Members: 

iLeana Areiza Julian Helmer Sara Kiesler VACANT 

Steve Demmer Teena Johnson Thomas O'Neil Jami Stavlo 

Jennifer Halverson-Kuehn Dmitri Keating 
Treveon Parish 

Youth Alternate Position 
Riley Weaver 
Youth Position 

 

MINUTES 
February 24, 2025 

5:30-7:30 PM 

I. Call to order, land acknowledgement and approval of minutes  
Member Sara Kiesler called the meeting to order at 5:33PM. 
 
We gratefully honor and acknowledge that we reside on the traditional lands of the Puyallup People. 
The Puyallup people have lived on this land since the beginning of time. They are still here today. 
They live, work, raise their children, take care of their community, practice their traditional ways and 
speak the Twulshootseed language – just as their ancestors did. 
 
Member Jami made a motion to approve the January 27, 2025 Minutes.  Member Thomas seconded 
the motion.  The motion was approved as presented. 

II. Introductions & Icebreaker  
Member Teena Johnson and Member Dmitri Keating were excused absence. Members introduced 
themselves and shared a dish they would bring to a cookout potluck. 
 

III. Public Comment 
3 members of the public were in attendance. 
Donna Kelly shared that the Traffic Safety Conference is in Spokane and still looking for presenters or 
attendees.  

IV. Business Items:            

• Swan Creek Pedestrian & Bicycle Bridge (Kristi Evans – Parks Tacoma) 
https://www.engagepiercecounty.com/swan-creek-pedestrian-bicycle-bridge  
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Kristi Evans, Parks Tacoma Planner, provided a presentation on the proposed Swan Creek 
Pedestrian and Bicycle Bridge. The presentation included an overview of the multi-use 
Swan Creek Park Master Plan that was updated in 2019 and included restrooms, dog park, 
skate park, gardens, and pedestrian/bicycle bridges to the west. The Pipeline Trail runs 
parallel to the west side of the park. The bridge project would connect the park to the 
Pipeline Trail with 3 possible locations that are being considered to advance for additional 
analysis. Kristi provided highlights of each bridge location, including design options, tree 
impacts, trail access, and general costs. 
 
Members discussed the options, discussing connectivity to the Pipeline Trail, impacts to the 
neighborhood, visibility from existing and future bike facilities, bridge design, direct access to 
the park, student connections between First Creek MS and Lister ES, and incorporation of 
art/interactive elements. 
 

• DRAFT Transportation & Mobility Plan – BPTAG Discussion & Letter  
Chair Jenn led a discussion on the draft Transportation and Mobility Plan. Members 
appreciated the graphics and illustrations. Comments were generally positive about the 
direction and priority of the plan, with some questions and concern about how the plan will 
be funded and implemented. 
 
Member Julian made a motion to approve the comment letter.  Member Jami seconded the 
motion. The motion passed as presented with minor adjustments. 
 

• Staff Updates 
o E-bike Rebate Pilot Program: www.cityoftacoma.org/ebikes 

The State is launching their e-bike rebate program. Vouchers for $300 are available 
for all and $1200 is available for low-income applicants.  The City is also anticipating 
award of grant funds to support a City of Tacoma rebate. Follow 
cityoftacoma.org/ebikes for updates. 

• Report from Transportation Commission  
See report out below 

• Report out on Volunteer Assignments 
o Transportation Commission: Jenn Halverson Kuehn – Chair Jenn reported that the 

agenda included review of the Transportation Master Plan and nomination of co-
chairs. 

o Parks Tacoma Point Defiance Park - Outer Loop Visioning Committee: Teena 
Johnson, Thomas O'Neil, & Jenn Halverson Kuehn – Chair Jenn shared  

o Parks Tacoma Strategic Plan: Vacant 
o Pierce Transit Strategic Plan: Julian Helmer – Member Julian shared that the 

Strategic Plan is out for review and this assignment can be sunset next month. 
o South Tacoma Neighborhood Plan: iLeana Areiza  – Member iLeana shared that 

the next meeting is next week and they will review the results of the survey. 
o Metro Parks Climate Action Plan (https://engagepiercecounty.mysocialpinpoint.com/climate-action-plan): All 

o Pacific Avenue Sub-Area Plan (https://www.cityoftacoma.org/picturepacave) 

o Member Comments 

Member iLeana suggested a future BPTAG meeting in person.  

Chair Jenn shared comments on Streets Initiative 2 – Proposition 1. 
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V. Adjourn            

Chair Jenn adjourned the meeting at 7:35PM. 

The City of Tacoma does not discriminate on the basis of disability in any of its programs, activities, 
or services. To request this information in an alternative format or to request a reasonable 
accommodation, please contact the City’s Active Transportation Coordinator, Liz Kaster, at (253) 
363-1135 (voice), lkaster@cityoftacoma.org, or via TTY/ASCII at (800) 833-6388 
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