
 

 

  

City of Tacoma 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Technical Advisory Group  
 
In person meeting location: Tacoma Municipal Building, Room 248 (747 Market Street Tacoma, WA 98402) 
The Tacoma Municipal Building is served by Pierce Transit bus routes 1, 2, 11, 16, 45, and 57. Visit 
www.tripplanner.piercetransit.org to find your route. The Tacoma Municipal Building has bike racks at the 
Market St and St. Helens Ave entrances. Visit cityoftacoma.org/mobility for a map of Tacoma bikeways. 
 
To join by computer, click on the following link:  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/99545896138?pwd=Skd4dDI0WFQreDU4eFpHQlV5U2J5Zz09 
 
To join by phone, call: +1 253 215 8782 
If you are asked for a Meeting ID, enter: 995 4589 6138 
If you are asked for a Password, enter: 762319 
 
Bicycle Pedestrian Technical Advisory Group Members: 

VACANT Julian Helmer Sara Kiesler VACANT 

Steve Demmer Teena Johnson Thomas O'Neil Jami Stavlo 

VACANT Dmitri Keating 
Treveon Parish 

Youth Alternate Position 
Riley Weaver 
Youth Position 

 

MINUTES 
September 22, 2025 

5:30-7:30 PM 

I. Call to order, land acknowledgement, and approval of minutes  
The meeting was called to order at 5:35 pm. 

We gratefully honor and acknowledge that we reside on the traditional lands of the Puyallup People. 
The Puyallup people have lived on this land since the beginning of time. They are still here today. 
They live, work, raise their children, take care of their community, practice their traditional ways and 
speak the Twulshootseed language – just as their ancestors did. 

Member Steve made a motion to approve the July 28, 2025 minutes. Member Tina seconded the 
motion. The motion was approved as presented. 

II. Introductions & Icebreaker  

Members shared their first concert that they attended. Members Dimitri and Treveon were absent.  
 

III. Public Comment  

4 members of the public were in attendance. During public comment,Tom Butler shared that the 
Tacoma Washington Bicycle Club’s community and government relations committee is looking for 
people to join please email tom.butler@twbc.org. Larry Leveen shared regarding the upcoming 
ForeverGreen Trails Conference on 09/24/2025 at the Pioneer Park Pavilion in Puyallup. Nathanael  
shared they are interested in learning more about cycling infrastructure in Tacoma.  
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IV. Business Items:            

• Draft BPTAG Bylaws – Review & Discussion 
BPTAG previously drafted bylaws but never adopted them. The proposed bylaws build off that draft as 
well as Transportation Commission bylaws. One proposed change includes the term limits. Liz Kaster, 
Active Transportation Principal Planner went through bylaws at a high level. Member Steve made a 
motion to approve the BPTAG bylaws. Member Jami seconded the motion. The motion was approved 
as presented. 

 

• Chair / Co-Chair Elections  
Members discussed and asked questions on co-chair responsibilities. Member Steve asked a question 
if new members could be elected as Chair. Member Sara Kiesler and Julian Helmer self-nominated as 
co-chairs – per the bylaws, the vote was taken in order of nomination. Member Jami made a motion to 
elect Sara as Co-Chair. Member Teena seconded the motion. The motion was approved as presented. 
Member Thomas made a motion to elect Julian Helmer to serve as Co-Chair. Sara seconded the 
motion. The motion was approved as presented.  

 

• Transportation Impact Fees Update (Jennifer Kammerzell) (6:08)  
Jennifer Kammerzell, Interim Transportation Division Manager, provided a presentation on Tacoma’s 
proposed Transportation Impact Fees. Member Sara mentioned that most other places have impact 
fees for transportation. Thomas asked what the qualification for impact fees would be. The group asked 
when feedback was due and decided to approve a letter at their October meeting. Member Steve asked 
about whether the rate would increase with inflation. Member Sara asked whether active transportation 
projects that can be funded. The project must add capacity to qualify for impact fees. Missing link 
sidewalks do qualify.  

 

• Pedestrian Safety: 15% Transportation Benefit District 
Jennifer Kammerzell, Interim Transportation Division Manager, provided a presentation on the 
Transportation Benefit District (TBD)’s decision to allocate 15% of the one-tenth of one percent sales 
and use tax for pedestrian safety – which will bring in approximately $1 million/year for pedestrian 
safety. Approximately 60% of the pedestrian safety funding would go to improvements like ADA 
enhancements, crossings, and sidewalks. The additional 40% would be allocated to signal and 
streetlight improvements that enhance pedestrian safety. Projects will be consistent with the 
Transportation and Mobility Plan, Equity Index, Vision Zero, Climate Action Plan, and upcoming ADA 
Transition Plan Update. In the nearer term, the projects will focus on smaller scale, quicker-win 
projects. 
 

• Staff Updates  
o The process is underway to fill our BPTAG vacancies! Dmitri & Liz will be leading the interview 

process. 

• Volunteer Assignment Updates: 
o Transportation Commission: Vacant  
o Parks Tacoma: Julian Helmer mentioned a new skate park in Stewart Park and a new skate 

bowl being implemented.  
o Sound Transit: Liz Kaster - TDLE & TDAI are moving forward, no significant updates. 

• Report from Transportation Commission  
 

V. Adjourn            

The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 pm.  



 

 

The City of Tacoma does not discriminate on the basis of disability in any of its programs, activities, 
or services. To request this information in an alternative format or to request a reasonable 
accommodation, please contact the City’s Active Transportation Coordinator, Liz Kaster, at (253) 
363-1135 (voice), lkaster@cityoftacoma.org, or via TTY/ASCII at (800) 833-6388 
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