
 

 

  

City of Tacoma 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Technical Advisory Group  
 
In person meeting location: Tacoma Municipal Building, Room 220-A (747 Market Street Tacoma, WA 
98402) **NOTE: Meeting Room Has Been Temporarily Changed Due to Tech Issues – Room 220-A is located 
on the 2nd Floor (Market St side) of the Tacoma Municipal Building. Go straight back to the Customer Support 
Center, go through the glass door and 220A will be on your left** 
The Tacoma Municipal Building is served by Pierce Transit bus routes 1, 2, 11, 16, 45, and 57. Visit 
www.tripplanner.piercetransit.org to find your route. The Tacoma Municipal Building has bike racks at the 
Market St and St. Helens Ave entrances. Visit cityoftacoma.org/mobility for a map of Tacoma bikeways. 
 
To join by computer, click on the following link:  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/99545896138?pwd=Skd4dDI0WFQreDU4eFpHQlV5U2J5Zz09 
 
To join by phone, call: +1 253 215 8782 
If you are asked for a Meeting ID, enter: 995 4589 6138 
If you are asked for a Password, enter: 762319 
 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Technical Advisory Group Members: 

AshLee Day Julian Helmer Sara Kiesler 
Chloe Wiser 
(Alternate) 

Daví de la Cruz Teena Johnson Thomas O'Neil Amy Youngbloom 

Steve Demmer Dmitri Keating Jami Stavlo 
VACANT 

Age 16-18 Youth Position 

 

AGENDA 
October 27, 2025 

5:30-7:30 PM 

I. Call to order, land acknowledgement, and approval of minutes 5:33 

Co-Chair Julian Helmer called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m.  

We gratefully honor and acknowledge that we reside on the traditional lands of the Puyallup People. 
The Puyallup people have lived on this land since the beginning of time. They are still here today. 
They live, work, raise their children, take care of their community, practice their traditional ways and 
speak the Twulshootseed language – just as their ancestors did.  

Dimitri made a motion to approve the September 22, 2025 minutes. Member Teena seconded the 
motion. The minutes were approved as presented.   

II. Introductions & Icebreaker 5:35 
All members were present.  

III. Public Comment 5:57 
There were three members of the public in attendance. Ben Koker is a bike commuter who commutes 
to Gig Harbor and wants to help move policies and funding in the City. Larry Levine and Tom Butler 
did not provide comment.  
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IV. Business Items:           6:00 

• Welcome New BPTAG Members – AshLee, Daví, Chloe & Amy 
o Youth Recruitment: Applications due Flyer & application at: www.tacoma.gov/bptag. 
o New members introduced themselves  

• 2025 Pedestrian Safety Update (Liz Kaster)  
Principal Planner, Liz Kaster provided a pedestrian safety update presentation. Liz reviewed 
the existing conditions and the state of sidewalks in Tacoma. There are currently 371 miles 
of missing link sidewalk – about 20% or 75 miles are located on arterial streets. Liz 
mentioned over 20 current projects that the City is working on to improve pedestrian safety. 
To learn more visit: Tacoma.gov/capitalprojects. Member Julian asked how areas of access 
of opportunity are calculated and correlated to each other. Member Steve asked about 
Ruston Way as an example and why it was on the map as missing link sidewalk. Liz 
mentioned that the current GIS data assumes sidewalk will be built on both sides of the 
street – but additional clean-up is needed in the limited cases where that isn’t desirable or 
feasible (i.e. rail conflicts, slopes, etc.). Member Dmitri is not a fan of Barrier Busters as a 
term and is proposing to workshop the wording. Co-Chair Julian asked about the leading 
pedestrian interval and its cost. Dmitri mentioned that to have a leading pedestrian interval, 
it needs to be APS-compliant. 

• Transportation Impact Fees: BPTAG Letter  
Jennifer, Interim Division Manager, shared a four-minute video on transportation impact 
fees. Which can be found on the city website: Transportation Impact Fees Overview | City of 
Tacoma Members provided edits to the draft BPTAG letter. Member Jami Stavlo moved to 
approve the letter. Dmitri seconded the letter. The motion was approved and the letter is 
approved.  

• Staff Updates (7:00)  
Staff is proposing joining the Transportation Commission for a joint meeting on November 
19th from 5:30-7:30 p.m. The standing November and December meetings will be canceled. 
Jackie Kaiser and Liz Kaster presented on the E-bike Rebate Results, which highlight 401 
new e-bike riders in Tacoma. Results can be seen at E-Bike Programs | City of Tacoma 
Volunteer Assignment Updates: 

o Transportation Commission: Vacant  
o Parks Tacoma: Julian Helmer 
o Sound Transit: Liz Kaster – South Tacoma  

• Report from Transportation Commission  
Jennifer Kammerzell, Interim Division Manager reported that Transportation Commission 
received pedestrian safety updates from Liz and appreciated the data, and members worked 
on the work plan for 2026.  

 
 

V. Adjourn           7:18  

Co-Chair Julian Helmer adjourned the meeting at 7:18 p.m.  

The City of Tacoma does not discriminate on the basis of disability in any of its programs, activities, 
or services. To request this information in an alternative format or to request a reasonable 
accommodation, please contact the City’s Active Transportation Coordinator, Liz Kaster, at (253) 
363-1135 (voice), lkaster@tacoma.gov or via TTY/ASCII at (800) 833-6388 
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