
 

 

 

  

CITY OF TACOMA: 

VISION ZERO ROAD SAFETY AUDITS 

YEAR 2 RSA TECHNICAL MEMO #2:  

6TH AVENUE 

JULY 2025 | FINAL 

 

RSA Technical Memo #1 

MAY 2024 | DRAFT 



YEAR 2 RSA  TECHNICAL MEMO # 2:  6TH AVENUE  |  F INAL  
 

2 

 

CONTENTS 

Introduction  3 

What Is a Road Safety Audit?  4 

Study Area  5 

Collision History  17 

Walking Audit and RSA Workshop  18 

Social Pinpoint Engagement  28 

Other Projects  34 

Recommended Safety Treatments  35 

Next Steps  46 

Appendix A: Miro Board  47 

Appendix B: Conceptual Streetmix Cross Sections  51 

Appendix C: 6th Avenue Pedestrian Crossing Safety Improvements Project  56 

 

  

This report is provided for informational purposes only, and all results, recommendations, preliminary concepts, cost opinions, and 

commentary contained herein are based on limited data available at the time of preparation. Further engineering analysis and design 

are necessary prior to implementing any of the recommendations contained herein. Toole Design makes no representations or 

warranties regarding the accuracy of the underlying source data. Motor vehicle crashes are complex occurrences that often result from 

multiple contributing factors. The success of these safety recommendations depends on multiple factors outside of Toole Design 

Groupôs control.  
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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this study is to conduct a road safety audit (RSA) for a study area that includes one corridor segment and its intersections: 6th 

Avenue between Jackson Ave and Pearl St (SR 163). This report was developed in accordance with the FHWA Road Safety Audit (RSA) 

guidelines and combines findings from crash data analysis and available data. 

SAFE SYSTEM APPROACH  
The Tacoma Vision Zero Road Safety Audit is framed around the Safe System Approach 

(Figure 1). The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) provides guidance on the Safe 

System Approach, which recognizes that road safety is a shared responsibility between 

those that design, build, operate, and use the road system. It recognizes that to reduce 

risks to humans all parts of the transportation system must be strengthened, so that if 

one part fails, the other parts still protect people. 

Safe System Principles are illustrated in the outer ring of the graphic with the Safe 

System elements found on the inner ring: Safer People, Safer Vehicles, Safer Speeds, 

Safer Roads, and Post-Crash Care. 

The Safe System Approach aims to eliminate fatal and serious injury crashes using a 

proactive approach that anticipates human mistakes and reduces the severity of crashes 

that do happen, so the impact is less likely to be fatal or cause serious injury. The 

strategies and practices included in this memo are framed around safer people, safer 

vehicles, safer roads, safer speeds, and post-crash care. 

 

Figure 1: Safe System Approach Wheel (Source: FHWA)  
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WHAT IS A  ROAD SAFETY AUDIT ?  

PURPOSE  
An RSA is the formal safety performance examination of an existing or future road or intersection by an independent, multidisciplinary team. It 

qualitatively estimates and reports on potential road safety issues and identifies opportunities for improvements in safety for all road users. The 

aim of an RSA is to answer the following questions: 

¶ What elements of the road may present a safety concern: to what extent, to which road users, and under what circumstances? 

¶ What opportunities exist to eliminate or mitigate identified safety concerns? 

PROCESS 
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STUDY AREA  

The study area for this RSA is under the jurisdiction of the City of Tacoma. It includes 6th Avenue between Jackson Ave and Pearl St (SR 163). 

Pearl St is a State Route (SR 163) and any improvements to this intersection would require coordination with the Washington State Department of 

Transportation (WSDOT). 6th Avenue was identified in the 2022 Tacoma Vision Zero Local Roads Safety Plan as an Arterial High Risk Network 

Priority Corridor.1 Table 1 describes the segments details and Figure 2 displays where the segment is located within the City of Tacoma.  

Table 1: 6th Avenue between Jackson Ave and Pearl St (SR 163) Segment Details  

Extent  
WSDOT Functional 

Classification  

Tacoma Arterial 

Classification  
Length  

Speed 

Limit  

Jackson Ave to Pearl St (SR 163) Urban Minor Arterial Principal Arterial 0.98 

mi 

30 

 

1 Arterial High Risk Network Priority Corridors were prioritized based on analysis of three primary components: speed differential between posted speed and operating speeds; number of KSI crashes; and 
sliding window scores. These corridors strongly need roadway safety countermeasures focused on both reducing speed and improving safety. 
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Figure 2: 6th Avenue Location Map - Jackson Ave  to Pearl St (SR 163)  
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2025 DRAFT TRANSPORTATION AND MOBILITY PLAN  
6th Avenue is an important multimodal corridor in the Transportation and Mobility Plan. Because of its significance, 6th Avenue is noted as a 

priority corridor in the 2025 Transportation and Mobility Plan, which means the corridor has priority for a future planning study to establish a vision 

and set modal priorities. The future planning study will reconcile the many designations to establish what can be addressed on 6th Avenue itself 

and what will be addressed on a parallel street. Currently, 6th Avenue is designated as a: 

¶ Principal Arterial 

¶ Tier 1 Emergency Response Route 

¶ Separated bike lanes 

¶ Tier 1 and 2 Frequent Transit Route (10- and 15-minutes) 

¶ Tier 1 and 2 Transit Capital Investment Corridor 

¶ Vision Zero high-risk network 

¶ High Demand ï Arterial Pedestrian Network 

ZONING AND LAND USE  
Figure 3 shows the zoning around 6th Avenue. This area is located in the west-end portion of Tacoma and includes the Narrows Neighborhood 

Center and Business District. This stretch of 6th Avenue is mostly auto-oriented commercial/retail use except for some newer pedestrian-oriented 

developments like the live-work townhouses between North Rochester and Hawthorne Streets and the Miramar Apartments on the west end. The 

Highland Hill Shopping Center serves as the primary commercial hub. Residential zones are west of Mildred Street with multifamily homes 

clustered near Jackson Ave and on the south side of the Highland Hill Shopping Center. 

Highland Hill Shopping Center area:  East of Mildred Street, the area is primarily zoned for C2 ï General Neighborhood Commercial 45ô which 

allows for low- to medium-scale retail, office, and service uses, with building heights permitted up to four stories. Notable local recreation 

attractions in the shopping center area are Tower Lanes and Edgeworks Climbing. North of 6th Avenue consists largely of single-story big-box 

retailers, warehouses, and storage facilities, with smaller retail pads, a strip mall, and an apartment building closer to the corridor. The Highland 

Hill Shopping Center is the major retail hub in the area, featuring a mix of tenants including WinCo Foods and LA Fitness. South of 6th Avenue are 

smaller-scale businesses such as auto repair shops, salons, entertainment and recreation establishments, and casual dining.  

Hunt Middle School area:  The R-4 Multiple Family Dwelling 60ô zone south of the Highland Hill Shopping Center area supports medium-density 

multifamily housing up to approximately six stories. Permitted uses also include community-oriented services and facilities, such as daycares and 

special needs housing, and commercial, retail, and personal service uses subject to the Live/Work provision in Tacoma Municipal Code (TMC) 

13.06.080.I. This area features a number of apartment buildings and civic institutions including Hunt Middle School, the Morgan Family YMCA, 

and several religious facilities. 

Narrows Business District : West of Mildred Street is designated as the Narrows Business District and zoned for NCX-Neighborhood 

Commercial Mixed Use 45ô. NCX permits buildings up to four stories and allows a mix of small commercial, retail, and service that are compatible 

with the adjacent residential neighborhood. Apartment buildings line the corridor between South MacArthur Street and South Jackson Ave, with 
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Geiger Montessori School located just south of these residences. RCX-Residential Commercial Mixed Use 60ô and URX-Urban Residential Mixed 

Use 45ô zones lie between the NCX and residential zones, and support medium-density/infill housing with limited mixed use. Among the Centerôs 

notable attractions are the Tacoma Musical Playhouse and Paoôs Donut and Coffee Shop. The corridor is expected to grow with upcoming 

residential and commercial developments. 

Parks, schools, and nearby amenities:  The Scott Pierson Trail runs along SR 16 and passes across North Pearl St (SR 163) and War Memorial 

Park, continuing toward the Tacoma Narrows Bridge. The Narrows Park and Ride is located between the fire station and Swasey Library. The 

Crossroad Neighborhood Center is just three blocks south of 6th Avenue, which includes Tacoma Community College and a surrounding retail 

hub. The Sixth Avenue Plaza, a neighborhood commercial hub, is located just across SR 16, providing additional amenities and services. 

Additional schools and community facilities are listed in the applicable area descriptions above. 
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Figure 3. 6th Avenue between Jackson Ave and Pearl St  (SR 163) 

 

Source: City of Tacoma, MAKERS, 2025 
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Recent and Proposed Development 

According to Tacoma Permits, 6th Avenue has experienced residential and commercial growth in recent years, with development trends from 

2017-2025 highlighting ongoing investments and proposals that continue to shape the corridor (Figure 4). With a land use vision and zoning that 

allows for greater intensities than exist today, combined with aging buildings and underutilized parcels, it is likely 6th Avenue will continue to see 

redevelopment. 

Figure 4: Recent Development Permits and 6th Avenue  

 

 

 

 

 
 

1. 6ixth Avenue (2021): A three-story, 36-unit townhome community designed with a central shared drive aisle. Each unit offers 

approximately 1,400 square feet with access to a single car-attached garage. 16 live-work units at 1,870 square feet include storefronts 

facing 6th Avenue, encouraging pedestrian activity and small business opportunities. 

2. Biscuits Doggie Daycare (2018): A two-story commercial development totaling 9,926 square foot, contributing to the areaôs growing mix of 

services. 

3. 7-story Mixed-Use Development (Planned): A 7-story mixed use building, featuring a ñ5-over-2ò podium design, with a wood framed 

structure built on top of a concrete or steel podium. The project is located within the NCX zone where the base height limit is four stories. 

Per TMC 13.06.040 Height Bonus Program, eligible projects in mixed-use centers can increase the standard maximum height limit by 

incorporating one or more public benefit features. The project includes approximately 205 residential units and three ground-floor 

commercial spaces. Permitting is currently underway, and the development timeline is unknown, and unlikely to advance given the lack of 

activity from the developer. The deverloperôs SEPA permit expires in approximately 2 years. 
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CORRIDOR FACILITIES  
Figure 5 displays facilities along 6th Avenue. The map includes locations of existing bicycle facilities, traffic signals, stop signs, and bus stops.  

Figure 5: 6th Avenue Existing  Facilities  
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EQUITY INDEX MAP: SUMMARY OF COMMUNITY INDICATORS  
The City of Tacoma Equity Index is a tool which highlights areas of Tacoma where residents have the most access to opportunity and where 

residents are further away from opportunity.2 The tool looks at five categories: livability, accessibility, economy, education, and environmental 

health. Areas that have the most access to opportunities are shaded the darkest or identified as ñVery Highò equity and areas where residents are 

furthest from opportunity are shaded the lightest or identified as ñVery Lowò equity. The following graphics describe the equity and opportunity of 

residents living near 6th Avenue and show that the corridor includes ñLowò to ñHighò equity areas.  

Figure 6. City of Tacoma Equity Index for 6th Avenue  

 

 

2 City of Tacoma Equity Index, https://www.cityoftacoma.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=169&pageId=175030  

https://www.cityoftacoma.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=169&pageId=175030
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Figure 7. Equity Information for 6th Avenue  
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COLLISION HISTORY 

The following sections include tables summarizing the killed and serious injury (KSI) crashes from 2019 to 2024. There were KSI crashes from 

2019 to 2024; therefore, no collision history or collision diagrams are included in this memo. From 2016-2018, there were five KSI crashes. The 

locations of the crashes are shown in Figure 8: 6th Avenue KSI Crashes for reference. 6th Avenue was included in the Vision Zero Action Plan 

HRN for the below KSI crashes and due to speed data collected that showed high occurrences of speeding on this corridor.  

Figure 8: 6th Avenue  KSI Crashes  (2016-2018) 
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WALKING AUDIT  AND RSA WORKSHOP  

On Wednesday, May 28, 2025, the RSA team, comprised of City of Tacoma staff and the consultant team, participated in a walking audit of 6th 

Ave. The walking audit is one step in the RSA process and is a formal safety performance examination of an existing roadway and intersections. 

The walking audit team thoroughly examines the corridor and reports on potential road safety issues and identifies opportunities for safety 

improvements for all road users.  

The walking audit included the following participants: 

¶ City of Tacoma 

o Carrie Wilhelme 

o Brian Churchill 

o Vicki Marsten 

o Liz Kaster 

o Natalie Dupille 

o Brian Wang 

o Harrison Jastrzembski 

o Carl Metz 

o Christean Jenkins 

o Adam Barnett 

o Matthew Martinson 

o Raisa Baker 

o Steven Proper 

o Josh Overly 

¶ Pierce Transit 

o Anna Peterson 

o Tina Vaslet* 

¶ Toole Design  

o Alex DuVall  

o Cody Wuestney 

o Amalia Leighton Cody 

¶ DKS Associates 

o Veronica Sullivan 

o Arjae Guiao 

 

*Tina Vaslet was not able to attend the walking audit, but did 

walk the corridor the week prior and provided notes that were 

included in the workshop. 
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On Thursday May 29, 2025, the RSA team held a virtual workshop to discuss the area in more detail. Workshop attendees included most people 

who attended the walking audit. The RSA team reviewed the study area, the segment packet provided in advance of the walking audit, and shared 

findings from the walking audit. The workshop followed this schedule: 

Time Agenda  

8:30-8:35 Join & Attendance 

8:35-8:45 Overview & Practice 

8:45-9:00 Countermeasure Toolkit 

9:00-10:00 West Extent 

10:00-10:10 Coffee Break 

10:10-11:00 Middle Extent 

11:00-11:10 Coffee Break 

11:10-12:00 East Extent 

12:00-12:30 Wrap up and Next Steps 

 

To promote brainstorming, the consultant team used the MIRO digital visual collaboration tool that provided the opportunity for simultaneous 

written input from all participants. The facilitator led a verbal discussion to supplement the written inputs. Figure 9 shows a screenshot of the MIRO 

board used during the workshop and Appendix A provides ñzoom inò of each of the extents of the RSA study. Appendix B shows high-level 

conceptual streetmix cross sections for the corridor that the team brainstormed during the workshop. These cross sections can be used as starter 

ideas when future projects are considered for the 6th Avenue corridor. 

The quantity of feedback, comments, photos, and safety treatment recommendations provided was much greater than what can be captured in a 

typical brainstorm setting. The consultant team captured all verbal input shared by attendees to help inform the safety recommendations in the 

next section.   

The following section summarizes the comments and suggestions from the team during the walking audit and workshop. These suggestions were 

taken into consideration for the development of recommended improvement considerations shown in the Recommended Safety Treatments 

section of this memo. Several segments along the corridor do not have specific comments, since the comments are covered in the ñcorridor-wideò 

notes. Comments shared on the Cityôs Social Pinpoint engagement website are summarized in the Social Pinpoint Engagement section of this 

memo.3 Social Pinpoint will be available for the duration of this project, and comments submitted after this Technical Memorandum is finalized will 

be incorporated into the Year 2 Report. 

 

3 https://www.engagepiercecounty.com/TacomaVZ_RSA2  
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Figure 9: 6th Avenue  MIRO Board  
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CORRIDOR-WIDE: 6TH AVENUE FROM JACKSON AVE TO PEARL ST  
General Considerations  

There are too many driveways ï consolidate wherever possible. 

There are not nearly enough trees/plantings. 

Improve/add street lighting. 

Evaluate signal timing along the whole corridor. 

Non-compliant driveways with rolled curb throughout corridor. 

Get corridor volumes for entire corridor (Jackson Ave to Pearl St) to evaluate whether a road diet is feasible from Jackson to Mildred, and 
potentially from Mildred St to Pearl St. 

Evaluate access management (center median with left turn pockets). Potentially driveway consolidation. 

Conduct corridor study on 6th Avenue per the Transportation and Mobility Plan, which would need to consider the Tier 1 transit designation. 
Evaluate Bus Rapid Transit. 

 

WEST EXTENT: 6TH AVENUE FROM JACKSON AVE TO HOWARD ST  
W1 Intersection: Jackson Ave  

 
Intersection of 6th Avenue and Jackson Ave which will 

be upgraded as part of the 6th Avenue Pedestrian 

Crossing Safety Improvements project.  

Evaluate intersection with HSIP improvements; may not need the WB right 

turn lane which historically was needed pre-new Tacoma Narrows Bridge 

Needs crosswalk marking on north leg 

TPS mentions excessive speeding at this intersection and with tight 

sidewalks & curbs limit sight distance especially with the hill 

Note: E, W, and S legs are currently school designated crossings 

HSIP Project Improvements: APS ped buttons, signal heads with backplates, 

PPB posts on NW & SW corner. 

Explore possibility of combining turning movements with through 

Update stormwater grate  

Upgrade all corners to be ADA compliant ramps. Add north leg crosswalk 

marking and add LPI. Installing FYA along North-south. Keep right turn arrow 

on East-west. 

NBD - goal is 25mph speed limit (did not meet requirements previously) 

Bike Lane - there is challenges with road width. Jackson has future bike 

lanes.  

Between Jackson and Mildred: 10'-12' sidewalk and 6'-8' amenity zone width 

standard for pedestrian street in a MUC 
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Difficult to get separated bike lanes. 

 
Near 7320 6th Ave: Property owner will need to move 

solid waste pickup if bike facilities are to be added. 

 

    
At the intersection of Meyers St and 6th Avenue, guy 

wires should be 8' clearance on sidewalk. 

W2 Segment: Jackson Ave to S Meyers St  

Streetlights primarily on utility poles. 

EB is one lane with bus stop/parking. 

Address solid waste pickup - especially if bike facilities are to be added 

Bus stop #362 westbound at Jackson: ROW looks to be limited and has very 

narrow sidewalk. Lots of signage and bus stop sign gets lost in the mix. Shift 

slightly to the east, if possible. 

Outdated storm drainage channel across sidewalks (north and south side) 

Green posts for placemaking - opportunity for Narrows Business District. 

Confirm if NBD is active. 

Remove through-curb outlets to bring up to current standards (Jackson Ave 

to Mildred St). 

Bus stop #363 eastbound at Jackson: some sort of metal trench crossing the 

sidewalk directly in front of the stop. 

Increase/improve streetlighting 

W3 Intersection: Meyers St  

Evaluate enhanced crossing on west side of Meyers. HAWK with current 

cross section, or RRFB with reduced cross section. Would help with school 

access. Crossings are recommended every 300' in NBDs. 

Wires should be 8' clearance on sidewalk 

No N/S crossing at Meyers St. Need to add prohibition signs (no pedestrian 

crossing) 

Trees impact sight distance for vehicles seeing pedestrians trying to cross the 

roadway. Particularly the SW corner 

School buses directed along Meyer St 

Fire station: no access issues.   

Consider improved crossing 

Consider adding trees in front of fire station. 

Existing curb ramps do not provide 5'x5' landing space. Detectable warning 

surface is not placed correctly at back of curb. 

Many parked cars adjacent to intersection. Consider daylighting with 

delineators to improve crossing visibility 

W4 Segment: Meyers St to S MacArthur St  

Consider creative/public art option here as well, possible collaboration with 

Tacoma fire 



YEAR 2 RSA TECHNICAL MEMO # 2:  6TH AVE NUE |  F INAL  
 

22 

 

Bus stop #368 eastbound at S MacArthur St: currently has a ñdoubleò shelter. 

That shelter type is being phased out so this stop would not need an 

oversized pad. Current ridership does not warrant a shelter so it will probably 

be removed in the near future. 

 
At intersection of Meyers St and 6th Avenue, trees 

impact sight distance for vehicles seeing pedestrians 

trying to cross the roadway, particularly the SW corner. 

 

 
Intersection of 6th Avenue and S MacArthur St has 

trash can blocking pedestrian visibility on the north 

side. 

 

 

Could right lane be removed from S MacArthur St to Mildred St? (Narrows 

MUC) 

Road taper is very short here. 

Sidewalk heaving due to adjacent trees 

W5 Intersection: MacArthur St  

Trash can blocking ped visibility 

Consider removing right through lane from Meyers St to Mildred St (Narrows 

MUC) and add on-street parking and/or bike lane 

HSIP Project Improvements: Installation of bulb out in SE corner, relocation 

of existing RRFB post, install new PPB post for ped button. 

W6 Intersection: N Skyline Dr / S Oxford St  

HSIP Project Improvements: controller cabinet and controller, video 

detection, APS ped buttons, countdown ped heads, signal heads with 

backplates, FYA for E/W. 

Planned as a neighborhood greenway from the ped/bike bridge to S 8th Ave. 

Changes would include: ADA curb ramps, marked crosswalks, video 

detection for bikes. Possibly a traffic diverter or center median depending on 

cross section. 

Parking inset is an opportunity for depave/activation/placemaking along 

theater if right through lane is removed 

Tacoma Public School (TPS) students use intersection to walk to school, 

improve lighting and crosswalks 

Theater building is a key destination in the business district/MUC. Large 

paved area at SW corner opportunity for depave/activation/placemaking 

Definite option for public art/creative intervention on this bulb out -- also 

greenscape opportunity, wrapped planter boxes, etc 

Bus stop #394 westbound at Skyline: has new bus stop pad and portions of 

the sidewalk were recently replaced by Pierce Transit. 

W7 Segment: N Skyline Dr / S Oxford St to Howard St  

Abandoned business district poles are an opportunity for placemaking. 

Confirm if Narrows business district is active. 

Driveway consolidation opportunity 
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W8 Intersection: Howard St  

 
Intersection of 6th Avenue and N Skyline Dr: N Skyline 

Dr/S Oxford St is a planned neighborhood greenway. 

 
Slightly east of 6th Avenue and Howard St, storm drain 

inlet behind sidewalk. 

Evaluate updating the Roadway Design Manual to include stop bars on minor 

street approaches to 6th. There are challenges with maintenance costs. 

Evaluate enhanced crossing at Howard St for library access. 

Midpoint ADA ramps need to be updated to directional ADA ramps 

Need to replace missing truncated domes in SE corner 

New bus stop pads: 

1. Construct new shelter pads where possible (5ôx11ô or no less than 4ôx10ô). 

Shelter Pad Standards 

(https://cms.tacoma.gov/PublicWorks/Engineering/DesignManual/Plans/SU-

39.pdf) 

2. If not enough ROW is available to accommodate a shelter pad, a bench 

pad would be great (4ôx7ô min.). No bench pad standard drawing yet. 

3. Construct front and rear pads where green planter strips are planned. 

Front & Rear Pad Standards 

(https://cms.tacoma.gov/PublicWorks/Engineering/DesignManual/Plans/SU-

38.pdf) 

Temp utility patch in curb ramp. Ensure re-development replaces ramp. 

Bus stop #360 eastbound at Howard St: Look at relocating. Currently located 

between Howard and Rochester. Move east between Rochester St & 

Hawthorne St to be closer to its sister stop (#391). 

The "Howard St" Sign should be upgraded from 6" to 9" on the southeast 

corner. 

Need standard sized stop sign & street name sign in SE corner 

Storm drain inlet behind sidewalk 

New 7 story building planned for here 

Building transportation requirements include an RRFB and traffic calming at 

Howard St, but the developers only have 2 years until SEPA expires. 

Developers would need to re-start process.  
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MIDDLE EXTENT: 6TH AVENUE FROM ROCHESTER ST TO MCDONALDôS (6311 

6TH AVE)  
M1 Segment: Howard St to Rochester St  

 
Intersection of 6th Avenue and Rochester St provides 

access to the library, and is within the Tacoma Public 

School walk shed. 

 

 
Intersection of 6th Avenue and Mildred St has cracked 

pavement and needs bike boxes and green striping 

across intersection for bike lanes.  

New 7 story building planned for here 

Improvements appear to maintain sidewalk at curb (similar to townhouses 

across the street) 

This development was also proposing to underground the power and 

communication cables along the frontage 

M2 Intersection: Rochester St  

New development had a proposed ped crossing at Rochester St. 

Need standard sized street name sign in NW corner 

Consider removing right through travel lanes on both sides west of Mildred 

St for parking or bike facilities 

Midpoint ADA ramps need to be updated to directional ADA ramps 

TPS students use intersection to walk to school, improve lighting and 

crosswalks 

Need standard sized street name sign in SE corner 

M3 Intersection: Hawthorne St  

Need standard sized street name sign in NW corner 

No N/S crossing at Hawthorne St. Need to add prohibition signs (no 

pedestrian crossing). 

 General Comment: Between Mildred St and Pearl  St 

Need to determine road diet vs. BAT lane? How would transit times be 

impacted with a road diet that allows for in-lane bus stops? 

M4 Intersection: Mildred St  

HSIP Project Improvements: controller cabinet and controller, APS ped 

buttons, countdown ped heads, signal heads with backplates. 

Add bike box 

Green skip striping across 6th Avenue for painted bike lanes 

Driveway proximity to Mildred St 

Add bike box 

35mph speed limit with a bike lane may not be comfortable for all abilities  

Add ADA ramps and marked crosswalks 

M5 Segment: 6602 6th Avenue to 6510 6th Ave  

Depave to address illegal parking on ROW  
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New car wash planned for here 

 
Near 6517 6th Avenue, depave to address illegal parking 

on ROW. 

 
At 6th Avenue and Grocery Outlet (6510 6th Avenue), 

increase trees/planting/landscaping along corridor and 

evaluate enhanced crossing between bus stops (near 

Global Bank and Clubhouse Grill). 

How does driveway consolidation work? Depends on parcel size. usually 

only helps with redevelopment. More challenging of the northside with 

several smaller lots. 

Confirm if bus shelters are moving in coordination with the car wash 

redevelopment. 

M6 Segment 6510 6th Avenue to 6402 6th Ave  

Increase trees/planting/landscaping along corridor 

Consider artistic /creative bike parking as an option if incorporating bike 

parking, also public art in accompaniment with landscaping/planting 

Evaluate enhanced crossing between bus stops (near Global Bank and 

Clubhouse Grill). 

Depave landscape strip areas. Contact Lisa Kennedy in Forestry about 

depavement  

M7 Segment 6402 6th Avenue to 6318 6th Ave  

Planting example -- see E 64th St/McKinley strip with integrated art within 

rocks (Kristen Ramirez and Elisheba Johnson) 

https://www.instagram.com/p/CQ2kW0vtygM/ 

McDonalds depaved in 2019.  There was wood mulch but all gone now. 

resulting in 8-12 inch pit on both sides of the sidewalk in front of 

McDonaldôs. Consider adding soil and trees. 

Consolidate driveways (Mildred St to Pearl St) 

Pole guy wire clearance over sidewalk 

 

  

https://www.instagram.com/p/CQ2kW0vtygM/
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EAST  EXTENT: 6TH AVENUE FROM MCDONALDôS (6311 6TH AVENUE TO PEARL  

ST) 
E1 Segment: 6311 6th Avenue to 6218 6th Ave  

 
In front of McDonald's (6311 6th Ave), empty tree well 

poses as a tripping hazard, with a 8-12ò drop. 

 

 
Near bus stop 384 (5924 6th Ave), location needs 

crossing for transit. 

Depave landscape strip areas 

Transit prefers in-lane bus stops. 

Underutilized ROW. Consider depaving to add trees and other vegetation. 

E2 Segment: 6218 6th Avenue to 6104 6th Ave  

Recommend updating the push button on the north side.  

HSIP Project Improvements: controller cabinet and controller, APS ped 

buttons, countdown ped heads, signal heads with backplates. 

Median Island possible? Would need to consider access. 

Refresh stop bars 

Add ñstop at here for pedsò signs 

Bus stop #357 westbound at WinCo: has bus pull-out, new sidewalk and 

shelter pad which was built by the WinCo project 

Underutilized ROW. Consider depaving to add trees and other vegetation. 

E3 Segment: 6101 6th Avenue to 5914 6th Ave  

No bus stop. Consider removing deceleration lane.  

Reduced visibility toward rise westbound. Crest curve affecting sight 

distance of pedestrian signal 

Need pedestrian crossing for transit 

E4 Intersection: Pearl St  

Consider connectivity to Scott Pierson Trail 

HSIP Project Improvements: controller cabinet and controller, APS ped 

buttons, countdown ped heads, signal heads with backplates. 

Pearl St (SR 163)has planned separated bike lanes 

If/when an ICE is completed, WSDOT directs a roundabout to be included 

in the evaluation. WSDOT owning the east side of the intersection would 

make a roundabout easier 

6th Avenue used to be highway 14. It was called Olympic Blvd. 
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Near bus stop 384 (5924 6th Ave), location needs 

pedestrian crossing for transit. 

 

 
Near Olympic Hot Tub Tacoma (5935 6th Ave), the crest 

curve affects sight distance of pedestrian signal for 

westbound drivers. 
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SOCIAL PINPOINT ENGAGEMENT  

The interactive map prompts included: 

¶ Where have you experienced or witnessed traffic safety concerns? 

¶ What mode of transportation was involved in the safety concern? 

¶ Tell us about the traffic safety concerns you experienced of [sic] witnessed 

OVERVIEW OF TRAFFIC SAFETY CONCERNS  
Participants contributed 16 comments to the map (as of June 10, 2025), clustering at the Narrows Park & Ride/Library, 6th Avenue and Mildred St 

intersection, Grocery Outlet/Ben Dewôs, WinCo Foods/LA Fitness, the Scott Pierson Trail, and generally along 6th Ave. Pin clusters with more than 

2 pins are located in front of Grocery Outlet and around the mid-block crossing in front of WinCo Foods. Comments by mode of transportation 

include 3 walk, 3 bike, and 11 automobile. 

Figure 10. Comments Related to Traffic Safety Concerns  
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6th Avenue in and around the Narrows Park & Ride, 

Swasey Branch Library, and Tacoma Musical Playhouse:  
 
Drivers refusing to allow pedestrians to cross at the Park & Ride or N Skyline 
Dr intersection near the library, with drivers often speeding on wide road and 
not yielding to pedestrians when turning right on red at N Skyline Drive. 
 
Also, experience car prowlers or people stealing items from cars in the 
parking lot. 

Figure 11. 6th Avenue Near Narrows Park & Ride  

 

Intersection of 6th Avenue and Mildred St:  
There isnôt a crosswalk on the west side of the intersection and the light 
timing is awkward. Respondent has almost been hit in the crosswalk going 
southwest to southeast by cars making a southbound left towards TCC from 
westbound 6th Ave. 

Figure 12. 6th Avenue and Mildred St  

 

6th Avenue around Grocery Outlet & Ben Dewôs:  
Particularly tough stretch of 6th Avenue for pedestrians and bicyclists. No 
east-west bike lane and people driving cars tend to barrel out of driveways 
from businesses without looking for pedestrians and often drive over 
sidewalks before stopping, if they stop at all. 
 
Incidents include someone driving a car hitting and killing a pedestrian 
crossing between Cloverleaf and Ben Dewôs, and truck driver back up over a 
car in the center lane. 

Figure 13. 6th Avenue Near Grocery Outlet  
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6th Avenue around WinCo Foods midblock crossing, LA 

Fitness, & Pearl St:  
Continuation of above comment, a particularly tough stretch of 6th Avenue 
for pedestrians and bicyclists. Too many driveway entrances and feels 
extremely uncomfortable as a cyclist and pedestrian. 
 
Two incidents of pedestrians being killed by drivers while crossing the road, 
and one bicyclist hit by a driver but surviving. 

Figure 14. 6th Avenue Near WinCo  

 

6th Avenue and Pearl St/Scott Pierson Trail:  
Improve connection from Scott Pierson Trail, 6th Avenue, and 9th Avenue. 
Need dedicated bike infrastructure in this area because cars are not friendly 
to cyclists here, and sidewalks feel unsafe.  
 
Improve navigational signage along Scott Pierson Trail, especially where 
connections are not clear. 

Figure 15. 6th Avenue and Pearl St  

 
 

Corridor -wide:  
Several comments from respondents about their desire to see changes to 
the 5-lane road to slow traffic and favor people. Ideas included road 
diets/narrowing/ taking out the center turn lane, traffic calming, adding 
protected bike lanes on both sides, continuous sidewalk, trees, pedestrian 
level lighting, and pedestrian-scale signage.  

Figure 16. Corridor -wide Comments  
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OVERVIEW OF 6TH AVENUE PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS  
The interactive map prompts included: 

¶ Provide input to help prioritize locations for pedestrian crossing safety improvements as part of the Road Safety Audit process. Let us 

know where you frequently cross the street or see others crossing, whether at designated crosswalks, intersections, or informal locations. 

Your insights will help identify key areas where infrastructure upgrades could enhance safety and accessibility for everyone in Tacoma. 

Figure 17 shows a total of 12 comments clustered around N Skyline Dr/Library/Playhouse, S Rochester St, the Grocery Outlet/Global Credit 

Union, WinCo Foods, and LA Fitness/barista stand/Mark Tain Apartments. 

Figure 17. Comments Related to Pedestrian Crossings  
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People cross 6th Avenue at N Skyline Dr/S Oxford St by the Narrows Park & Ride, Tacoma Public Library, and Tacoma Musical Playhouse, and at 

N Rochester St, as shown in Figure 18. Comments suggest that the N Skyline Dr and N Rochester St crossings are important for the Geiger 

Elementary School. 

Figure 18. 6th Avenue Near N Skyline Dr/S Oxford St  

 

People cross 6th Avenue at the western entrance to Highland Hills shopping center by Ben Dewôs, as shown in Figure 19. 

Figure 19. 6th Avenue East of Mildred St by Ben Dew's  
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People cross 6th Avenue at the designated midblock pedestrian crossing south of the WinCo Foods grocery store, as shown in Figure 20. 

Figure 20. 6th Avenue near WinCo Foods  

 

People cross 6th Avenue near the eastern entrance to Highland Hills shopping center between the barista stand and the entrance to Mark Twain 

Apartments, as shown in Figure 21. 

Figure 21. 6th Avenue West of Pearl St (SR 163) Near Mark Twain Apartments  
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OTHER PROJECTS  

The following projects and project descriptions are listed in the City of Tacomaôs Capital Projects Tacoma GIS file.4 

6TH AVENUE PEDESTRIAN CROSSING SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS  
The City was awarded a Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) grant to construct needed safety improvements at selected intersections 

along the 6th Avenue corridor between Jackson Ave and Grant Ave. Project will increase pedestrian crossing safety at 19 intersections along 6th 

Avenue from Jackson Ave to Grant Ave. Project location is 6th Avenue between Jackson Ave and Sprague Ave. 

 

 

  

 

4 https://data.cityoftacoma.org/datasets/ae4dfd060eff49e7b85789ae02441703_0/explore  

https://data.cityoftacoma.org/datasets/ae4dfd060eff49e7b85789ae02441703_0/explore
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RECOMMENDED SAFETY TREATMENTS  

As part of Tacomaôs Vision Zero Action Plan, a list of roadway safety countermeasures was created, with the intent that Tacoma could quickly 

deploy those countermeasures to advance safety. The list of countermeasures was reviewed by Tacoma staff from various departments to ensure 

feasibility. This list of countermeasures resulted in the Safety Countermeasure Guide (the ñGuideò), which provides instruction on how to use the 

Safety Countermeasure Toolkit (the ñToolkitò), both developed specifically for the City of Tacoma. The safety countermeasures featured in the 

Guide are not an extensive list of every available option to improve roadway safety, but rather a tailored list of proven countermeasures that have 

a demonstrated history of improving safety around context and crash causes that may be most effective in Tacoma. Refer to the full Guide and 

Toolkit for more comprehensive information, including safety benefits and considerations. While developing the following recommended safety 

treatments for 6th Avenue, the consultant team referred to both the Guide and the Toolkit, with the intent of streamlining the implementation of 

safety improvements along the corridor. Not all recommended safety treatments are in the Guide and Toolkit, but many of them are. 

KEYS/LEGENDS  

Estimated Implementation Cost Key 

$ <= $75,000 

$$ $75,000-$150,000 

$$$ $150,000-$300,000 

$$$$ >= $300,000 
 

 

 

  

Abbreviations 

ADA America with Disabilities Act 

APS Accessible Pedestrian Signals  

CMF Crash Modification Factor 

LPI  Leading Pedestrian Intervals  

RRFB Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon 

Timeframe Key 

Near-term (Near) <= 2 years 

Intermediate (Int.) 2-5 years 

Long-term (Long) >= 5 years 
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CORRIDOR-WIDE: 6TH AVENUE  FROM JACKSON  AVE  TO PEARL  ST 

LOCATION 
CODE 

POTENTIAL IMPROVEMENTS FOR CONSIDERATION 
TIMEFRAME 

COST CMF* LEAD 
NEAR INT. LONG 

Install bus stop bench pad with bench at all bus stops, and shelter pad with shelter where space 
allows or where ridership meets minimum requirement for a shelter 

  Ṋ   $$-$$$ - 
Pierce 

Transit 

6th Ave from 
Jackson Ave 
to Pearl St 

Consolidate/Minimize access points, particularly between Mildred 
St and Pearl St 

    Ṋ $$$ 0.56 CoT 

Evaluate traffic volumes to assess viability of road diet and posted 
speed limit reduction to 25mph within the Narrows Business 
District (Jackson Ave to Mildred St) 

Ṋ     $ 

0.53 (road 
diet), 0.67 
(reduce 
speed 
limit) 

CoT 

Evaluate cross sections with a 10'-12' sidewalk, 6'-8' amenity zone, 
and bicycle facilities between Jackson Ave and Mildred St to meet 
the standard for a pedestrian street in a Mixed Use Center and the 
TMP 

  Ṋ   $$$$ 0.35 CoT 

Conduct corridor study per the TMP and evaluate traffic volumes 
to assess viability of either a road diet or BAT lanes between 
Mildred St and Pearl St to meet Tier 1 transit designation 

Ṋ     $ 
.53 (road 

diet) 
CoT 

Evaluate access management, such as a center median with left 
turn pockets and driveway consolidation, between Mildred St and 
Pearl St 

Ṋ     $ 0.56   

Depave and install landscaping, particularly between Mildred St 
and Pearl St, in coordination with Urban Forestry. Consider 
landscaping similar to E 64th St between E McKinley Ave and 
Pacific Ave (SR 7). 

    Ṋ $$$$ 0.75 CoT 

Consider installing an automated enforcement speed camera Ṋ     $$ 0.53 CoT 

Evaluate pedestrian scale lighting, particularly at pedestrian 
crossings 

    Ṋ $$$$ 0.58 CoT 

Evaluate signal timing along the entire corridor in conjunction with 
the HSIP project, particularly evaluating flashing yellow arrows in 
the north-south direction, and right turn lanes on the east-west 
direction 

Ṋ     $ - CoT 
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Daylight minor street approaches using quick-build curb 
extensions (e.g., Tuff Curb) and evaluate whether permanent curb 
extensions are required 

Ṋ     $ - CoT 

Evaluate updating the Roadway Design Manual to include stop 
bars on minor street approaches to arterials, particularly arterials 
identified on the High Risk Network 

Ṋ     $ 0.81-0.9 CoT 

Replace non-compliant rolled-curb driveways in coordination with 
redevelopment 

    Ṋ $$$$ - 
Property 
owners 

Install bus stop bench pad with bench at all bus stops, and shelter 
pad with shelter where space allows or where ridership meets 
minimum requirement for a shelter 

  Ṋ   
$$-
$$$ 

- 
Pierce 
Transit 

Upgrade existing storm inlet grates with parallel openings to new 
standard inlet grates or replace the whole structure 

  Ṋ   $-$$$ - CoT 

Replace through-curb outlets to bring up to current standards 
between Jackson Ave and Mildred St 

Ṋ     $ - CoT 

Utilize business district poles for placemaking Ṋ     $ - CoT 
*Crash Modification Factor from CMF Clearinghouse. CMF is approximate for the general countermeasure. A specific CMF should be determined for each unique 

scenario. For selection of specific CMFs for specific locations in Tacoma, explore the CMF clearing house and apply all relevant factors. All CMFs reported are 

taken from Tacoma's Countermeasure Toolkit or FHWA's list of Proven Safety Countermeasures and should be used as a general reference. 
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WEST EXTENT: 6TH AVENUE FROM JACKSON AVE TO HOWARD  ST 

LOCATION CODE POTENTIAL IMPROVEMENTS FOR CONSIDERATION 
TIMEFRAME 

COST CMF* LEAD 
NEAR INT. LONG 

Intersection: 
Jackson Ave 

W1 

Evaluate removal of WB right turn lane which may not be 
needed with the new Tacoma Narrows Bridge 

Ṋ     $-$$ - CoT 

Install ADA compliant curb ramps, and relocate APS and 
pedestrian push buttons to be ADA compliant 

  Ṋ   $$$ - CoT 

Evaluate protected left turn phasing for WB and EB Ṋ     $ 0.86 CoT 

Install high-visibility crosswalk on the north leg, after ADA 
compliant curb ramps and APS are in place 

Ṋ     $ 0.81 CoT 

Add Lead Pedestrian Intervals (LPI) to signal phasing Ṋ     $ 0.9 CoT 

Segment: 
Jackson Ave 
to Meyers St 

W2 

Evaluate revising solid waste pickup to prevent blocking 
pedestrian/bike facilities 

  Ṋ   $ - CoT 

If feasible, shift bus stop #362 approximately 100 foot east 
to improve visibility. 

  Ṋ   $$ - 
Pierce 
Transit 
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Intersection: 
Meyers St 

W3 

Install appropriate enhanced crossing based on the final 
determined cross section and evaluate other pedestrian 
crossing improvements as guided by the ROW manual. Note: 
/ǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ оллΩ ƛƴ ƳƛȄŜŘ-used 
centers per the Transportation and Mobility Plan. 

  Ṋ   $$$$ 0.54-0.86 CoT 

Install utility pole guy standoff to provide required 8' vertical 
clearance over sidewalk. 

Ṋ     $ - CoT 

Install ADA compliant curb ramps, including the required 
5'x5' landing space and properly located detectable warning 
surface 

  Ṋ   $$$ - CoT 

Segment: 
Meyers St to 
MacArthur 
St 

W4 

Evaluate options for public art or vegetation in coordination 
with Tacoma Fire 

Ṋ     $ - 
CoT and 
Tacoma 

Fire 

Replace double-wide shelter at bus stop #368 with either a 
standard shelter or bench depending on current ridership 

Ṋ     $$ - 
Pierce 
Transit 

Rebuild sidewalk to address heaving from adjacent trees   Ṋ   $$$ - CoT 

Intersection: 
MacArthur 
St 

W5 

Evaluate intersection lane reconfiguration for right through 
lane 

Ṋ     $ - CoT 

Depave SE corner parking inset for landscaping/placemaking   Ṋ   $$$ - CoT 

Relocate trash can that blocks pedestrian visibility on the 
north side of the intersection 

Ṋ     $ - CoT 

Intersection: 
South 
Oxford 
St/North 
Skyline Dr 

W6 

Evaluate and install appropriate intersection control with 
traffic diverter, per the ROW Manual, for the planned 
neighborhood greenway on South Oxford St/North Skyline 
Dr and for Tacoma Public School walkshed  

Ṋ     $-$$$$ 0.55 CoT 

Install ADA compliant curb ramps, APS, and pedestrian push 
buttons 

  Ṋ   $$$ - CoT 

Install high-visibility crosswalks on all legs, after ADA 
compliant curb ramps and APS are in place 

  Ṋ   $ 0.6 CoT 

Depave SW corner parking inset for 
landscaping/placemaking 

  Ṋ   $$ - CoT 

Increase pedestrian lighting   Ṋ   $$$$ 0.58 CoT 
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Segment: 
South 
Oxford 
St/North 
Skyline Dr to 
Howard St 

W7 Consolidate/Minimize access points   Ṋ   $$$ 0.56 
CoT/ 

Property 
Owners 

Intersection: 
Howard St 

W8 

Install appropriate enhanced crossing based on the final 
determined cross section and evaluate other pedestrian 
crossing improvements as guided by the ROW manual. Note: 
/ǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ оллΩ ƛƴ ƳƛȄŜŘ-used 
centers per the Transportation and Mobility Plan. 

  Ṋ   $$$$ 0.54-0.86 CoT 

Install directional ADA compliant curb ramps. As a near-term 
measure, replace missing detectable warning surface on SE 
corner. 

  Ṋ   $$$ - CoT 

Ensure redevelopment relocates the curb ramp and/or the 
utility patch located in the existing curb ramp 

    Ṋ $$$ - 
CoT/ 

Property 
Owners 

Relocate bus stop #360 to between Rochester St and 
Hawthorne St to be closer to its sister stop #391 

  Ṋ   $$ - 
Pierce 
Transit 

Install standard street name signs and stop sign on SE corner Ṋ     $ - CoT 
*Crash Modification Factor from CMF Clearinghouse. CMF is approximate for the general countermeasure. A specific CMF should be determined for each unique 

scenario. For selection of specific CMFs for specific locations in Tacoma, explore the CMF clearing house and apply all relevant factors. All CMFs reported are 

taken from Tacoma's Countermeasure Toolkit or FHWA's list of Proven Safety Countermeasures and should be used as a general reference. 
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MIDDLE EXTENT: 6TH AVENUE FROM ROCHESTER ST TO 6311 6TH AVE NUE 

LOCATION CODE POTENTIAL IMPROVEMENTS FOR CONSIDERATION 
TIMEFRAME 

COST CMF* LEAD 
NEAR INT. LONG 

Segment: 
Howard St 
to 
Rochester St 

M1 No specific improvements identified - - - - - - 

Intersection: 
Rochester St 

M2 

Install directional ADA compliant curb ramps Ṋ     $$$ - CoT 

Install appropriate enhanced crossing based on the final 
determined cross section and evaluate other pedestrian 
crossing improvements as guided by the ROW manual. Note: 
/ǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ оллΩ ƛƴ ƳƛȄŜŘ-used 
centers per the Transportation and Mobility Plan. Note: this 
intersection is a designated Tacoma Public School crossing. 

  Ṋ   $$$$ 0.54-0.86 CoT 

Install standard street name signs on NW and SE corners Ṋ     $ - CoT 
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Segment: 
Rochester St 
to 
Hawthorne 
St 

M3 No specific improvements identified - - - - - - 

Intersection: 
Hawthorne 
St 

M4 
Install standard street name signs on NW corner Ṋ     $ - CoT 

Install crossing prohibition signs Ṋ     $ - CoT 

Intersection: 
Mildred St 

M5 

Install ADA compliant curb ramps, APS, and pedestrian push 
buttons 

  Ṋ   $$$ - CoT 

Install high-visibility crosswalks on all legs, after ADA 
compliant curb ramps and APS are in place 

  Ṋ   $ 0.6 CoT 

Evaluate posted speed limit of Mildred St, which is currently 
35mph with painted bike lanes 

  Ṋ   $ 

0.67 
(reduce 
speed 
limit) 

CoT 

Install bike crossing markings across 6th Avenue for existing 
painted bike lanes on Mildred St, and install bike boxes for 
turning movements. 

  Ṋ   $ 
0.9 (bike 
crossing 

markings) 
CoT 

Segment: 
6602 6th 
Ave to 6510 
6th Ave 

M6 No specific improvements identified - - - - - - 

Segment: 
6510 6th 
Ave to 6402 
6th Ave 

M7 

Install appropriate enhanced crossing based on the final 
determined cross section and evaluate other pedestrian 
crossing improvements as guided by the ROW manual. 
Locate near the bus stops (near Global Bank and Clubhouse 
Grill). Note: Crossing are recommenŘŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ оллΩ ƛƴ ƳƛȄŜŘ-
used centers per the Transportation and Mobility Plan. 

  Ṋ   $$$$ 0.54-0.86 CoT 

Segment: 
6402 6th 

M8 
Work with McDonald's property to add soil or mulch to the 
landscaping on either side of the sidewalk, which currently 
has a 8-12" drop due to soil erosion 

Ṋ     $ - 
CoT/ 

Property 
Owners 
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Ave to 6318 
6th Ave 

Install utility pole guy standoff to provide required vertical 
clearance over sidewalk. 

Ṋ     $ - Utility 

*Crash Modification Factor from CMF Clearinghouse. CMF is approximate for the general countermeasure. A specific CMF should be determined for each unique 

scenario. For selection of specific CMFs for specific locations in Tacoma, explore the CMF clearing house and apply all relevant factors. All CMFs reported are 

taken from Tacoma's Countermeasure Toolkit or FHWA's list of Proven Safety Countermeasures and should be used as a general reference. 
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EAST EXTENT: 6TH AVENUE FROM 6311 6TH AVENUE TO PEARL  ST 
 

LOCATION CODE POTENTIAL IMPROVEMENTS FOR CONSIDERATION 
TIMEFRAME 

COST CMF* LEAD 
NEAR INT. LONG 

Segment: 
6311 6th Ave 
to 6218 6th 
Ave 

E1 No specific improvements identified - - - - - - 

Segment: 
6218 6th Ave 
to 6104 6th 
Ave 

E2 

Evaluate near-term median island pedestrian refuge island 
treatment at the pedestrian signal to increase pedestrian 
safety while a road diet and/or BAT lane corridor study is 
done 

Ṋ     $-$$$ 0.86 CoT 

Install "stop here for" pedestrian signs at stop bars and 
refresh stop bar pavement markings at the pedestrian signal 

Ṋ     $ 
0.75 (sign), 
0.81- 0.9 
(stop bar) 

CoT 
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Segment: 
6101 6th Ave 
to 5914 6th 
Ave 

E3 

Remove deceleration lane using paint and post as a short 
term solution, and reconstructing the curb as a long term 
solution 

Ṋ     $-$$$$ - CoT 

Install appropriate enhanced crossing based on the final 
determined cross section and evaluate other pedestrian 
crossing improvements as guided by the ROW manual. 
Locate near the bus stops (near Zip's and Big Foot Java). 
Note: Crossing are recommended everȅ оллΩ ƛƴ ƳƛȄŜŘ-used 
centers per the Transportation and Mobility Plan. 

  Ṋ   $$$$ 0.54-0.86 CoT 

Intersection: 
Pearl St 

E4 

Evaluate and install intersection improvements in 
coordination with WSDOT's Intersection Control Evaluation 
process, which includes the evaluation of a roundabout. 
Explore WSDOT grant opportunities for intersection 
improvements. Consider connectivity to the Scott Pierson 
Trail and planned separated bike lanes on Pearl St. 

    Ṋ $$$$ 
0.22 

(roundabout) 
CoT 

Install ADA compliant curb ramps, APS, and pedestrian push 
buttons 

  Ṋ   $$$ - CoT 

*Crash Modification Factor from CMF Clearinghouse. CMF is approximate for the general countermeasure. A specific CMF should be determined for each unique 

scenario. For selection of specific CMFs for specific locations in Tacoma, explore the CMF clearing house and apply all relevant factors. All CMFs reported are 

taken from Tacoma's Countermeasure Toolkit or FHWA's list of Proven Safety Countermeasures and should be used as a general reference.  
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NEXT STEPS 

Tacoma should proceed with implementing the short-term safety treatments identified as both high-priority and actionable. For short-term, 

intermediate, and long-term safety countermeasures, City staff are prioritizing all projects and evaluating the feasibility of those projects, and for 

those with promise, City staff will begin identifying funding sources. This could include the development of grant applications to seek State and 

Federal funding. 

The RSA findings should be revisited regularly, and Tacoma may consider conducting a follow-up RSA every 5 years, or on a schedule 

determined by the City during development of a citywide RSA program.  
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APPENDIX  A : MIRO BOARD  

 



YEAR 2 RSA TECHNICAL MEMO # 2:  6TH AVE NUE |  F INAL  
 

48 

 

 



YEAR 2 RSA TECHNICAL MEMO # 2:  6TH AVE NUE |  F INAL  
 

49 

 

 

 



YEAR 2 RSA TECHNICAL MEMO # 2:  6TH AVE NUE |  F INAL  
 

50 

 

 

 

  



YEAR 2 RSA TECHNICAL MEMO # 2:  6TH AVE NUE |  F INAL  
 

51 

 

APPENDIX B : CONCEPTUAL STREETMIX CROSS 

SECTIONS 

The below conceptual Streetmix cross sections are high-level ideas that the team brainstormed during the workshop. These cross sections can be 

used as starter ideas when future projects are considered for the 6th Avenue corridor. 

6TH AVENUE BETWEEN JACK SON AVE AND MEYERS ST 

 

 

Note: Design does not account for utilities, refuse, curb and gutter, and other space considerations that may make this design not viable as shown. 

Streetmix has naming and design limitations. For example, there is no option for a shared use path, access-managed center turn lane, refuse 

area, etc. 
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6TH AVENUE BETWEEN MEYERS ST AND MACARTHUR  ST 

 

Note: Design does not account for utilities, refuse, curb and gutter, and other space considerations that may make this design not viable as shown. 

Streetmix has naming and design limitations. For example, there is no option for a shared use path, access-managed center turn lane, refuse 

area, etc. 
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6TH AVENUE BETWEEN  S MACARTHUR  ST AND S OXFORD ST/N SKYLINE DR  

 

 

Note: Design does not account for utilities, refuse, curb and gutter, and other space considerations that may make this design not viable as shown. 

Streetmix has naming and design limitations. For example, there is no option for a shared use path, access-managed center turn lane, refuse 

area, etc. 
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6TH AVENUE BETWEEN S OXFORD ST/N SKYLINE DR  AND HOWARD  ST 

 

Note: Design does not account for utilities, refuse, curb and gutter, and other space considerations that may make this design not viable as shown. 

Streetmix has naming and design limitations. For example, there is no option for a shared use path, access-managed center turn lane, refuse 

area, etc. 
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6TH AVENUE BETWEEN MILDRED  ST AND PEARL  ST 

 

   
Note: Design does not account for utilities, refuse, curb and gutter, and other space considerations that may make this design not viable as shown. 

Streetmix has naming and design limitations. For example, there is no option for a shared use path, access-managed center turn lane, refuse 

area, etc. 

 

  




